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Dearest Sisters,

At 11 p.m. on January 27, in the community of Alba, our sister was called to contemplate forever the
face of the Lord:

EPIFANIA VINCENZA Sr. MARIA VINCENZINA
born in Matera on March 3, 1933

Sr. M. Vincenza (or Sr. Enzina, as everyone called her) is another missionary who shines like a
torch in the Church of God and in the Pauline Family. A sister who contributed to the foundation and
apostolic development of the Pauline presence in Congo, arriving in Kinshasa, the capital of the
former Zaire, immediately after the two founders, Sr. Basilia Bianco and Sr. Giuseppa Panarello. A
sister who gave fifty-four years of her life to the mission, until, already elderly, she accepted her
transfer to the Motherhouse with willingness and love. Her testimony outlines her character well:

“My memories of the early years are still vivid. The joy of starting out in Bethlehem. The
presence of the Lord and his help in many circumstances. The joy of the Congolese people when we
visited their homes to spread the Word of God, even though the Scheut Fathers (the Belgian-founded
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary) did not want us to go out and preach! I remember
the beauty of a Sunday afternoon: | was in the garden with the sisters after Vespers. A gentleman
came running, almost out of breath, and said to us: ‘Sisters, please sell me the Gospel. I know you
visited my house, but I wasn't there. Please give me a copy...”. I can still see that man running, thirsty
for the Word of God!”

Sr. Enzina entered the congregation in Rome on March 30, 1949. After several years of formation
and apostolic experience in Crema, she made her novitiate in Rome, followed by her first profession
on March 19, 1952. As a junior professed, she learned the process of print production in Alba and
Rome. Then, in Milan, she experienced the itinerant Pauline mission. On March 19, 1957, Sr. Enzina
made her perpetual profession in Rome, and on the Solemnity of the Epiphany in 1958 (which she
considered her name day), M. Tecla fulfilled the desire Sr. Enzina had kept hidden in her heart to be
a missionary in Africa.

That dream became reality on August 5th of that same year, when she arrived in Congo with Sr.
Elisea Scarpa. Sr. Enzina spent her first fifteen years in the Society of St. Paul's typography, working
on the linotype and introducing young candidates to the craft of printing. Sr. Enzina recalled that there
was a lot of work. At that time, two weekly newspapers, two fortnightly newspapers, and three
monthly newspapers were printed, in addition to many reprints of the Gospel and other editions, with
very high print runs to respond to the people's thirst for God. But Sr. Enzina did not shut herself up
in the printing department; she took every opportunity to go out among the people and even ventured
into the forest to spread the Gospel. In 1963, she communicated with joy: “This is Africa's hour...
when we visit the parishes, people rush us to buy books.”

In 1969, Sr. Enzina suffered greatly due to the government’s suppression of the Society of St.
Paul's magazine Afrique Chrétienne. Although the typography was closed, she continued her
commitment by accompanying the lay workers at the Society of St. Paul's bindery.

In 1975, after spending a few months at the book center in Lubumbashi, Sr. Enzina became the
first superior of the community in Kisangani, a city located in the middle of the equatorial forest,
which had been opened that same year. However, she was soon called back to Kinshasa to serve as
both delegate and local superior. At the end of her term, Sr. Enzina served as superior in Kisangani
for six years and, from 1986, in Kinshasa, as delegation treasurer (for five non-consecutive terms), as
counsellor for the apostolate, and as vice-delegate.

Figlie di San Paolo
Casa Generalizia * Via S. Giovanni Eudes, 25 + 00163 Roma * +39 06 6613039 * segrgen-fsp@paoline.org » www.paoline.org



During those years, she energetically promoted parish libraries as instruments of evangelization,
human development, and reconciliation, providing solid preparation for those entrusted with their care.

Sr. Enzina’s gentleness, kindness, wisdom, and delicacy won everyone over. She had a kind,
very sensitive soul and a beautiful ability to express the community's experiences in verse. Memorable
were the Te Deums, the hymns of thanksgiving she sang at the end of each year, blessing the Trinity
for every happy or sad event. She also had the gift of going through the dark times of war and the
bright times of peace together with the people. Her heart was full of memories, and she felt a
responsibility to write them down to pass on the history of the abundant riches experienced by the
Congolese delegation.

In 2012, Sr. Enzina’s health prompted a return to Italy, to the community in Alba. She wrote: “I am
truly happy in Alba and have resumed my small services, helping in the kitchen, peeling apples, helping
with the laundry, folding clothes, and tidying up the library ... Of course, prayer is abundant and comes
first. In Africa, | got into the habit of getting up at 4:30 a.m. to prepare breakfast for the sisters and workers;
here, at the same time, I no longer perform corporal works of mercy, but spiritual ones.”

Over several years, Sr. Enzina’s health deteriorated, partly due to a broken femur that made
walking difficult and confined her to bed. In her final hours, a severe bout of flu suddenly worsened
her condition, and she fell into a deep sleep from which she never awoke.

To Sr. Enzina, who is already singing God’s praises in the eternal liturgy of heaven, we entrust
the needs of the Congolese delegation she loved so much and the young women seeking their
vocations, so that, following her example, they may have the courage to risk their lives for the Gospel.

Affectionately,

Rome, January 28, 2026 Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan



