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Dearest Sisters,
It is with deep emotion that we inform you that at 8:45 a.m. today (local time) in the community of
Antananarivo (Madagascar), our Good Father welcomed into his great embrace our sister

BODONIRINA Sr. MANITRA MARIE SANDRINE
born in Miarinavaratra (Fandriana, Madagascar) on July 23, 1976

Sr. Sandrine came from a close-knit, faith-filled, and hard-working family, from whom she
inherited a genuine simplicity and a strong, vibrant faith. She entered the Congregation in the community
of Antananarivo on September 2, 1995, expressing from the very beginning her desire to grow in every
aspect of Pauline life and to dedicate her energies wholeheartedly to the mission. She made her novitiate
in Nairobi with sisters from several African nations and her first profession in Antananarivo on June 30,
2000, the year of the Great Jubilee.

As a young professed sister, Sr. Sandrine had the opportunity to study theology and to serve in
various areas of the apostolate: in the book centers of Antananarivo and Tulear, organizing book exhibits
even in very remote regions, and presenting new publications on the radio and in local newspapers.
Together with other sisters she helped produce two music CDs, drawing on the training she received
through the ACNAYV (Pauline Audio-Visual Creative Workshops) training sessions.

With her whole heart, Sr. Sandrine made her perpetual profession in Antananarivo on June 29,
2008, after a rich period of formation in Italy with an international group of junior professed sisters.
During that grace-filled time one simple yet powerful word accompanied her: Love. She felt embraced by
love and longed to share it with everyone by offering the most precious gift—the Gospel, the Word that
saves and heals.

Upon returning to her delegation, Sr. Sandrine assisted in the administrative offices as she
continued her studies. In 2017 she was appointed superior of the new community in Tamatave, where she
helped inaugurate a modern apostolic center. Later, in Fianarantsoa, she contributed generously to the
editorial apostolate.

Desiring to serve the mission with ever greater competence, especially through digital
communication, Sr. Sandrine returned to Rome in 2022 to pursue studies at the Faculty of Communication
Sciences at the Salesian University. In October 2024, after receiving her Licentiate (Masters) in
Communication, she returned home filled with joy at the prospect of sharing all she had learned,
particularly regarding social media. Her thesis highlighted the impact of social media in Madagascar and
their importance for evangelization.

Due to recurring discomfort and after extensive medical tests, Sr. Sandrine was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer. She lived her final months with hope for healing, facing her illness with courage and
continuing to dream of our mission whose beauty she never ceased to proclaim. Although she grew weaker
during the last month, her hope remained strong. Yesterday her condition worsened. Fully conscious, she
received the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, still trusting in the possibility of recovery.

This morning, with her mother at her side and surrounded by her sisters, like the faithful virgin,
she lived out her final “Here I am,” which opened the way into the eternal wedding feast. Her final spoken
words accompanied her into eternal life: “Fr. Alberione is here with me—Iet us pray together... I offer
my suffering for the apostolate and for vocations.”

We believe Fr. Alberione and Mother Thecla welcomed Sr. Sandrine into her new heavenly home,
along with the three other young Malagasy sisters who preceded her: Francine, Lea, and Virginie.
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Rome, November 24, 2025 Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
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