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Dearest Sisters,
We have received news from the community of Seoul-Miari (Korea) that the Lord has suddenly
called to Himself our sister

LEE EUN SOOK CLARA Sr. ANCILLA
born in Incheon (Korea) on June 5, 1947.

Sr. Ancilla was the second of six children born into a Buddhist family and from an early age,
would accompany her mother to the temple. After graduating from high school, she felt drawn to
study the catechism and requested baptism. She received the sacraments of Christian initiation at
Easter 1968. As she approached her First Communion, a deep desire to consecrate herself fully to the
Lord was kindled within her. Despite her parents’ strong opposition, she entered the congregation on
May 6, 1969, at the Seoul-Miari community, entrusting herself entirely to the Virgin Mary. Her joy
was great on the day of her first profession, March 19, 1975, when she received the name “Ancilla.”
The name became a guiding inspiration for her life, echoing Mary’s “yes” and her openness to God’s
grace. She experienced a time of great happiness in her vocation—both in her consecrated life and
her apostolic mission—serving in the Myeong Dong book center and working in the graphic design
department, a field in which she showed special talent. On June 30, 1980, she made her perpetual
profession, reaffirming her desire to offer herself entirely to her Lord and Master.

Sr. Ancilla later directed the graphic design studio and was subsequently given the opportunity
to continue her art studies in Boston (USA) and in Italy. After spending some time in Yeoju assisting
in community services, she returned to Seoul-Miari to resume her work in graphic design, dedicating
herself especially to painting. Her artistic skills also enabled her to assist in the renovation and
redesign of several bookstores, particularly those in Daegu and Myeong Dong.

With deep gratitude Sr. Ancilla remembered her time at the Generalate in 1989 when she helped
prepare an exhibition for the VI General Chapter. Years later, in 2013, she felt honored once again
when the Preparatory Commission for the 10th General Chapter asked her to paint an image of the
Queen of Apostles to be used during prayer. She felt profoundly grateful for the trust the Institute
placed in her. Sr. Ancilla truly gave a soul to her figures, bringing them to life through her distinctive
artistic touch. She also illustrated several books that were much esteemed for their beauty. Particularly
memorable were the Stations of the Cross she painted with a deeply contemplative spirit—works that
inspired prayer in thousands of people around the world. Sr. Ancilla also carried in her heart a strong
desire to live and deepen Pauline spirituality, and she was overjoyed to participate in the month-long
course of spiritual exercises on Jesus Master.

The Lord’s visitation came suddenly: Sr. Ancilla suffered a heart attack and entered forever into
the house of the merciful Father. Now her joy will be great as she finally contemplates up close that
beloved and longed-for face—the very face she had painted and repainted, expressing through her art
her spousal love.

We entrust this dear sister to the infinite goodness of the Father, she who continually gave of
herself so that all might glimpse at least a ray of that eternal beauty.
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Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
Rome, September 7, 2025
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