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Dearest Sisters,
On this 27" Sunday of Ordinary Time at 5:00 am in the infirmary of the Alba community, the
Father of all mercy called to himself our sister

GRONES M. ORSOLA Sr. MARIA DOMENICA
born in Livinallongo (Belluno) on June 4, 1937

From her beautiful village nestled in the heart of the Dolomites, a picturesque and welcoming
land, Sr. M. Domenica inherited a spirit of industriousness and simplicity, a strong will, and a
readiness to serve. She entered the congregation in Verona on September 8, 1960, inspiring her
younger sister to follow the same path three years later (Sr. M. Agnese has been serving as a
missionary in Pakistan for many years.) Sr. M. Domenica began her formation in Alba and made her

novitiate in Milan, where she pronounced her first vows on June 30, 1964.

Sr. M. Domenica was then assigned to Grottaferrata and Alba to devote herself to various
community services. In Trent and Verona, she had had the joy of proclaiming the Gospel through
itinerant outreach. On June 29, 1970, she made her perpetual profession in Rome, a blessed day that
she called a day of grace and mercy. On that occasion, she confided: “A higher power urges me and
invites me to follow this vocation, despite my spiritual and intellectual poverty, in the face of such a
great and lofty mission in the Church... I feel so small when I consider my shortcomings, but also
incredibly rich because of the gift of my vocation and the congregation, which is my family...
Looking this reality in the face, the only path | can take is one of trust, humility, and openness. The
Church needs saints, and our congregation needs Pauline saints, of a truly Pauline character. That’s
what I want to keep as my constant focus...”

After her perpetual profession, Sr. M. Domenica was assigned to the Generalate and later spent
a short time in Cicogna assisting in the kitchen. She then served for several years in Turin, where she
managed the San Paolo Film Agency. Beginning in 1978, she spent about fifteen years in the San
Giuseppe community in Alba, where she dedicated herself wholeheartedly to the technical apostolate
and to caring for sisters who were most in need. Later, her commitment to caring for the sick
continued in the Tecla Merlo community in Albano. In 2003, she returned permanently to the San
Giuseppe community in Alba, where she continued her service in the book bindery and in the care of
sisters who were very sick. She also nurtured her love for nature, tending flowers and plants with
great passion—reminders of her beloved Dolomite homeland.

In 2020 Sr. M. Domenica moved into the infirmary because of dementia and other age-related
ailments. Words of gratitude were always on her lips. She had no special needs; she welcomed every act
of care with serenity. She had once confided to the Superior General, “Of one thing | am certain: the
Father's gaze is on me. And | have a request that | hope will be granted to me. On the news of my death
write: Confitemini Domino, quoniam bonus! Misericordias Domini in aeternum cantabo (Ps 117). Let us
give thanks to the Lord for he is good...I will sing of his mercy forever.”

We sing the Lord's mercy that was revealed in the life of this dear sister. And we say thank you to Sr.
M. Domenica because, like the Apostle Paul, with the grace of the Holy Spirit she was able to observe
and make fruitful the precious good that had been entrusted to her (cf. 2 Tim. 2:14).

Affectionately, | 220 @Ml‘,w

Rome, October 5, 2025 Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
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