
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

At 3:00am the Lord of Life again visited the community of Alba calling to Himself, our sister  

COSTANZA MARIA Sr.  MARIA GABRIELLA 

born in Alia (Palermo) on July 23, 1932 

When thinking of Sr. M. Gabriella, one's eyes light up at the memory of the vibrant colors of the 

flowers, plants, trees, and lawns in the garden of our house in Langley, just outside of London, which 

she lovingly tended with great passion. She had a deep love for beauty and was known for her 

dignified presence: simple, yet elegant and creative. The sisters who shared many years of life with 

Sr. M. Gabriella describe her in just one way: she was truly one of a kind.  

Sr. M. Gabriella entered the congregation in Rome on August 30, 1953, and soon had the 

opportunity to put her tailoring skills at the service of the community. She first experienced the 

itinerant apostolate in Caltanissetta, before returning to Rome for the novitiate, making her first 

profession there on June 30, 1957.  
As a junior professed, Sr. M. Gabriella dedicated herself to spreading the Gospel among families 

in the Diocese of Taranto. In 1963, she was sent as a missionary to Great Britain to strengthen the 

Pauline presence there. The communities of Langley, Birmingham, and London Kensington—along 

with their bookstores—were enriched by her warm and positive spirit, marked by an openness to the 

new and a deep fidelity to tradition. She held a special love for the city and people of Birmingham, 

where she devoted many years to evangelizing families and to developing the bookstore. She also 

served as local superior, forged strong apostolic relationships with priests and lay collaborators, and 

faithfully navigated the difficult period leading up to the community’s closure.  

Sr. M. Gabriella was attentive to the signs of the times and followed the development of the 

Pauline mission in Britain with keen interest, never hesitating to offer thoughtful suggestions. She 

was a vibrant presence in the communities and the delegation, always eager to seize every opportunity 

to do good, foster new apostolic relationships, and keep the sisters informed about developments in 

society and the Church. Well-informed and intellectually curious, she never missed her evening 

appointment with the Italian language news or reading of the daily newspapers. They were her faithful 

companions almost to the very end of her life. She also had a special fondness for “shopping”—a 

word which, when spoken by her, took on an unmistakably personal charm! 

When, a few years ago, the delegation began to redesign their presence in Great Britain that included 

the closure of the Langley community, Sr. M. Gabriella peacefully prepared to return to Italy, believing 

that the Motherhouse in Alba might be best suited to her needs. She resided there for about four years, yet 

Britain always remained in her heart. She remembered the sisters she had left behind, each one still a part 

of her life. “When I left my country, I cried,” she said, “but now I cry even more. I lived twenty years in 

my homeland, but fifty-eight in Britain! I may be here in Alba, but my thoughts are still there….” 

She lived those final years in Alba quietly, expressing affection to the other sisters of the 

delegation who were also welcomed there. A few weeks ago, her physical condition plummeted 

because of severe heart disease. By now she had come to the end of the road: like Paul she fought the 

good fight for the Gospel and like Paul, offered her life for the salvation of many.  

Affectionately,  

 

Rome, October 6, 2025                                                               Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 


