
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At 11:30 a.m. today, the Divine Master visited our Thecla Merlo community of Albano, 

Italy, to invite to the eternal banquet in the kingdom of heaven, our sister: 

PATI SR. MARIA TERESA 

born in Monteroni (Lecce), Italy, on 15 November 1937. 

 Sr. M. Teresa was a person who irradiated wherever she went serenity, gentleness, a deep 

spirit of prayer and a yearning for complete self-offering. She entered the Congregation in Rome on 

18 September 1955. In this community, located at the center of Christianity, she underwent her initial 

formation, after which she was sent to Bari (Puglia), for a period of apostolic experience. In 1958 she 

made her novitiate in Rome, together with about eighty other young FSP candidates. Together with 

them, she made her first profession in our Queen of Apostles Temple on 30 June 1959, and then 

returned to Bari to continue her fruitful apostolic activities as a temporary professed sister. 

 In June 1964, after participating in the moving celebration of the funeral rites of M. Thecla, 

she made her perpetual profession. She was now ready to devote her whole existence to the 

proclamation of the Gospel. Sr. M. Teresa was truly “attentive and creative in the search for pastoral 

priorities” (cf. Const. 21), eager to find new ways to enable the Word of God to reach people. She 

did her best to be a “living gospel” in order to let the Light that she faithfully contemplated every 

day in her times of personal and community prayer shine forth to the world. 

 Spurred on by the desire to do God’s will above everything else, she carried out the diffusion 

apostolate after her perpetual profession in Aquila, Novara and Chieti. She wrote to her provincial 

superior in 1969: “My greatest joy is to do God’s will, so I have no preference about offices or 

positions in the Congregation. With the help of divine grace, I want to be now and always at the 

complete disposal of my superiors, who reveal God’s will to me.” And she expressed to Sr. Ignazia 

Balla, at that time Superior General of the FSPs, her determination to remain entirely in the hands of 

the Lord so as to correspond wholeheartedly, until death, to the gift of the Pauline vocation. 

 In 1972, Sr. M. Teresa began a long itinerary of book center service in various dioceses in 

Apulia, Sicily, Basilicata, Campania, Caltanissetta, Bari, Taranto and Lecce. In Potenza, Salerno, 

Ariccia-Galloro, Agrigento and Foggia, book center patrons still remember the gentleness, kindness 

and serenity she radiated to everyone. Because she was eager to improve her academic formation in 

order to carry out her apostolate more effectively, Sr. M. Teresa set aside time to cultivate the 

Alberionian virtue of studiousness. She confided, “Even if it requires sacrifice, I take advantage of 

the scraps of time that come my way so as to study a little more and keep my memory trained.” 

 She was a beloved superior of the Messina and Agrigento communities because of the 

gentleness of her soul and her respect for each sister. In 2006, she returned to Lecce, where she is 

remembered even now for her almost decade-long service in the book center (1976-1985). But by 

then Sr. M. Teresa’s strength was diminishing and her apostolic commitments necessarily had to be 

reduced. However, this did not discourage her and she generously dedicated her time and attention 

to the community’s laundry room, garden and kitchen. 

 But all too soon her life was challenged by a very aggressive form of Alzheimer’s disease. In 

order to provide for her needs, she was transferred first to the Naples Capodimonte community, and 

then (in 2018) to Albano’s Thecla Merlo community. Today, still in the spirit of the Christmas 

season, our Divine Master called her to himself to give her true peace and eternal contemplation of 

his radiant face forever. Affectionately, 

 

         

Rome, 2 January 2023      Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 


