
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 We received the news that at 2:24 a.m. last night, our merciful Father visited the San Camillo 

Clinic of Buenos Aires, Argentina, to call to his kingdom of light and peace our sister: 

VELOTERI CARMEN ELIDA – SR. MARIA JULIA 

born in Llambi Campbell (Santa Fe), Argentina on 15 April 1938. 

 She belonged to one of the many deeply religious Llambi Campbell families who emigrated to 

Argentina from Italy and enriched the Church and the Pauline Family with numerous vocations. Sr. Julia 

entered the Congregation in Buenos Aires on 18 December 1948, at the age of ten. She was followed a 

few years later by her younger sister Imelda, who also entered the religious life at a very young age. 

 Sr. Julia completed her studies while learning to love the dynamic Pauline life. At the end of her 

novitiate, when she reached maturity, she made her first profession on 29 June 1958, and was immediately 

assigned to the Tucuman book center. Following her perpetual profession in 1963, she devoted herself to 

spreading the Gospel to families, parishes, and schools in the diocese of Rosario. She was very happy 

with her vocation and wrote: “The Lord could not have given me a greater gift! May I reach the last day 

of my life with the same enthusiasm I experienced on the day of my profession!” 

 Sr. Julia’s joyful, enthusiastic, free-spirited personality enabled her to perform with competence 

and generosity the many services on the administrative and governmental levels entrusted to her by our 

Argentine Province throughout her life. In 1972, she was transferred to the administrative offices of the 

Province. Two years later, she began a long and intense service as a provincial councilor, which she 

carried out on a non-continuous basis for almost two decades. Her work focused primarily on the apostolic 

dimension of the Pauline life but for a three-year period she also served as councilor for spirituality. In 

addition, she was in charge of the provincial secretariat and bursar’s office while residing in the Sarmiento 

and Oro communities in Buenos Aires. 

 In 1996 she welcomed as a gift the opportunity to participate in a year of updating on the charism in the 

Via dei Lucchesi community, Rome–an experience she particularly desired. When she returned to Argentina, she 

was once again appointed superior, this time of the community of Montevideo (Uruguay), followed by three 

consecutive terms as provincial councilor and superior of the Sarmiento community, Buenos Aires. 

 She served for a period as General Director of the apostolate but staff shortages compelled her to 

also take charge of the Larrea book center and distribution headquarters in Buenos Aires. 

 In 2010, Sr. Julia was asked yet again to serve as provincial bursar and as later bursar of the 

community of Tucuman. Immersed in the life of the Province and its various book centers, she lived her 

many intense apostolic services with a deep sense of belonging to the Congregation and love for the 

Pauline vocation. Despite her many obligations, Sr. Julia spread joy wherever she went. Optimistic and 

sunny-natured, she was an easy person to live with and her skill at joking enabled her to downplay even 

the most difficult situations. She never held grudges and rarely became downcast or discouraged. 

 In the last years of her life, Sr. Julia’s health gradually declined due to constant blood pressure 

swings and severe kidney failure, for which she had to undergo dialysis. Just recently, she had been 

transferred to Buenos Aires from Resistencia, her last community, to meet with the doctors who had been 

treating her for many years. But last month Sr. Julia’s health situation took a sharp turn for the worse 

following a pulmonary embolism. She was admitted to the San Camillo Clinic with her life hanging by a 

thread. In these last few days, she had the consolation of receiving the Anointing of the Sick and the visits 

of several friends very dear to her, among them Archbishop Poli of Buenos Aires, and many Pauline 

brothers and sisters, including her beloved sister, Sr. Imelda. After a lifetime of striving to spread the 

Gospel like the apostle Paul, today our sister was ready to receive the crown of righteousness prepared 

for those who wait in love for the coming of the Lord Jesus. Affectionately, 

 

   

Rome, 29 November 2022              Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan  

 


