
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At 6:30 p.m. on the anniversary of Blessed James Alberione’s birth to heaven, God, our merciful 

Father, visited the FSP community of Albano, Italy, to lead to her eternal reward our sister:  

LICCARDO SR. ANNA 

born in Naples, Italy on 6 April 1935. 

 A few years ago, Sr. Anna wrote: “Time passes quickly and the day of my meeting with the Lord 

is approaching. How do I want him to find me? O my Jesus, I want to be ready when you knock on my 

door....” We think that Sr. Anna was indeed ready for her meeting with her Spouse, after experiencing the 

crucible of an illness that robbed her of every memory and every connection to the past, including the 

memories of her long and rich missionary life. 

 She entered the Congregation in the house in Rome on 13 October 1956. After a time of apostolic 

experience in Siena, she made her novitiate in Rome, which concluded with the profession of her first 

vows on 30 June 1960. As a young professed, she was assigned to the communities of Trieste and Rome, 

and immediately after her perpetual profession in 1965 she left as a missionary for Great Britain, a 

delegation that was experiencing a notable cultural and ecclesial vivacity in those years. 

 Sr. Anna spent over 50 years of her Pauline life in the Delegation house of Langley and its branch 

houses of Liverpool, Glasgow and Kensington (London). In Glasgow and Liverpool, she served as local 

superior for a total of 12 years. She was also a Delegation councilor and vicar for two non-consecutive 

terms. Sr. Anna’s pleasant demeanor and sociability made her a much-loved member of the book center 

staff–a person able to establish cooperative and friendly relations with everyone. She also collaborated 

with the local church by visiting the sick and bringing them the Eucharist. She deeply loved the Scottish 

culture and recalled with great fondness the years she had lived in Glasgow, reminiscing with nostalgia 

about the vocation encounters held there, welcoming young people for “live in” periods or discernments. 

 Sr. Anna was a true Neapolitan who blended the expansiveness and loquacity typical of her native 

region with the kindness, reserve, and love for tradition manifested by the multi-ethnic nation that had 

welcomed her. She brought to the communities in which she lived her lively spirit, apostolic enthusiasm, 

love for the Gospel and yearning to bring a word of hope and love to all people. 

 She wrote in her personal notes: “The Word of God is fire that burns and purifies. I must let myself 

be burned by this word, in silence and recollection, in order to be worthy to welcome the God who became 

man....” She turned with simplicity to Jesus Master, expressing to him her deepest desires: “Teach me to 

give myself to others without reservation and with great love, especially when fatigue sets in,” she wrote. 

“I want to love you, Jesus, and to love everyone in you….” 

 In 2016, a progressive form of Alzheimer’s disease made it advisable for Sr. Anna to return to 

Italy, where she was welcomed into the San Raffaele wing of our Albano community. It grieved her to 

leave Great Britain, but as long as her strength allowed, she was a serene and cheerful presence among 

the members of her new community, who were often tickled by the way she would mix English and 

Neapolitan modes of speech, like when she would ask for a “penny” in order to go shopping. She never 

complained about anything and always responded with a big smile to the loving assistance she received, 

even though sometimes a few tears would trickle down her cheeks. In the last months of her life, she was 

unable to speak, but the sweetness of her gaze said more than a thousand words. 

 Sr. Anna had written in her notebook with deep conviction: “I firmly believe in the promise of 

Jesus: ‘Do not be afraid. I am with you.’” As we begin our Advent journey, the lives of Sr. Anna and the 

many FSPs whom the Father has invited to heaven in this period fill us with hope, awe and thanksgiving 

for the Spirit’s stupendous work in all those who surrender themselves to him with childlike trust. 

 Affectionately, 

 
 

Rome, 26 November 2022      Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan  

Feast of Blessed James Alberione 

 


