
 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

At 9:00 a.m. today, one of our sisters, a patient in the Ramón y Cajal Hospital in Madrid, Spain, was 

called to participate in the wedding banquet of the Lamb: 

ATIEGA ELGUEA MARIA JOSEFA – SR. MARIA LOURDES 

born in Adana (Alava), Spain, on 28 August 1927. 

The vocation story of Sr. M. Lourdes is intertwined with that of our FSP foundations in Spain. In fact, she 

was part of the very first group of Pauline aspirants in that country–the fruit of the great faith of our mission-

aries who, just a few months after their arrival on Spanish soil, had the consolation of welcoming their first 

four candidates. She entered the Congregation in Barcelona on 29 September 1947 at the age of 20, which 

made her an “older vocation.” After her initial formation, she was sent to Rome for her novitiate, which con-

cluded with her first profession on 19 March of the Holy Year of 1950. 

The presence of the Daughters of St. Paul in Spain expanded rapidly and so, while still a temporary pro-

fessed, Sr. M. Lourdes was able to spread the Gospel not only in Barcelona but also in Valencia and Madrid. 

After her perpetual profession in Rome on 19 March 1956, she joyfully continued the diffusion apostolate, 

especially in the Castile region, particularly in Guadalajara, Toledo and Ciudad Real y Cuenca, where she 

helped to organize many Gospel and Marian Days. 

In 1964, after intense apostolic activity in our different communities in Spain, she was called to cross the 

ocean to the United States to bring the Word of God to the great metropolis of New York. This was not an 

easy time for her because she did not speak English. After about a year, she was transferred to La Paz, Bolivia, 

one of the highest-situated cities in the world, to continue to proclaim the Gospel with her special communi-

cative abilities, which transcended all idioms. 

In 1973, Sr. M. Lourdes returned to Spain, where she was assigned to the Las Rozas community of Madrid 

and continued the diffusion apostolate. From 1977-1984, she worked in the chancery offices of the Madrid 

diocese. But her great love was the diocese of Valencia, in which she spent more than 27 years in our big and 

beautiful book center, devoting herself to the cultural and spiritual formation of entire generations of priests, 

religious and laity. We can well say that Sr. M. Lourdes, with her simplicity and faith but also with her ener-

getic and strong-willed personality, helped the Pauline mission “bloom” in Spain thanks to her readiness to 

make countless sacrifices to spread the Word of God. 

Her ability to establish cordial apostolic relations with people from all walks of life enriched and expanded 

the Pauline mission wherever she went. She willingly visited businesses and offices to promote our mission 

and also to support our communities. She continues to be remembered today with great fondness and admira-

tion, especially in Valencia. She had a deep fondness for its renowned Cathedral of the “Holy Grail,” where 

legend says the chalice used by Jesus at the Last Supper is enshrined, and where she said she found great help 

in her own spiritual formation. 

In 2013, Sr. M. Lourdes was assigned to the Delegation house of Carril del Conde, Madrid, as a result of 

deteriorating health. She was by now deaf and almost blind, but she did her best not to “burden” the other 

sisters with her severe handicaps. Indeed, she continued to be a serene, attentive presence among them, deeply 

involved in the life of the circumscription, taking advantage of every opportunity to keep informed about things 

and to express her opinion (including forcefully!) on many matters. 

For the past few years, Sr. M. Lourdes’ increasingly fragile health required her to be hospitalized fre-

quently. Her last hospitalization, a few days ago, for a serious urinary infection, opened the gates of the king-

dom of heaven to her forever. We entrust to this dear sister in a special way to our community of Valencia, 

which is celebrating its 75th anniversary of foundation, and also all the young people in the process of voca-

tional discernment, asking that, in keeping with her example, they may allow themselves to fall completely in 

love with God and have the courage to risk their lives for the sake of the Gospel. 

With deep affection, 

 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 1 August 2022 


