
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dearest Sisters, 

 At 2:30 p.m. today, the Good Shepherd visited our community of Alba, Italy, to gently call to 

himself our sister: 

BAGNACANI ALBERTINA – SR. MARIA ISABELLA 

born in San Prospero (Reggio Emilia), Italy on 11 October 1930. 

Sr. Isabella’s perpetually sunny expression revealed the richness of her heart, which was 

constantly directed to others, always ready to serve. She entered the Congregation in the house of Alba 

on 1 October 1947, paving the way for her younger sister, Sr. M. Timotea, who would follow her eight 

years later into the Pauline life. She spent the first years of her formation in Alba and, considering her 

maturity, was soon transferred to Rome for her novitiate, which concluded with her first profession on 19 

March 1950, a Holy Year. 

Sr. Isabella spent the years of her Juniorate in the community of Treviso, where she zealously 

worked to spread the Gospel to families and businesses. After her final profession, which she made in 

Alba on 19 March 1955, she continued her apostolic outreach through the Congregation’s book centers, 

enriching them with her smile, gentility, hospitality and total self-donation. 

Treviso, Agrigento, Massa, Messina, Bergamo, Ariccia-Galloro, Avellino, Benevento, Salerno, 

Rimini, Arezzo and Rome were the book centers to which she dedicated the years of her youth and 

maturity, growing steadily in her love for all people and in her desire to communicate to as many of them 

as possible the wealth of the Word that enveloped and absorbed her life. 

In 1983, she was appointed local superior of our Campobasso community. A very responsible 

person, she was attentive to the needs of the sisters and eager to use the opportunities afforded by the 

Pauline mission to witness with her entire being to the beauty and grace of religious consecration. 

But perhaps we can say that it was during the last 15 years of Sr. Isabella’s life, which she spent 

in joyful and industrious silence in the Mother House of Alba, that God brought to perfection his 

handiwork in her, transforming her existence into a masterpiece. In Alba, she devoted herself day after 

day, with great availability, to the various tasks that were entrusted to her, while at the same time 

continually seeking out new ones, so as to fill every moment with an abundance of good works.  

Placed in charge of the sewing room, Sr. Isabella tackled the numerous needs of that sector 

competently and generously, using her so-called “free time” to help take care of the sick members of the 

community, which she did with great love. She would drop by the infirmary especially at mealtimes, when 

things were very busy and the needs were greater. She was very faithful to feeding the sisters who required 

assistance in eating and always carried out this service with a sweet smile. The infirmary staff could also 

count on her for many other small but very useful services that she often carried out at night. 

When Sr. Isabella celebrated her 60th anniversary of profession in 2010, she thanked the Superior 

General for her best wishes and on that occasion revealed her profound yearning to live to the full the 

Pauline motto: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” With a simplicity tinged with 

regret, she confessed: “Paul, Alberione and many others were able to reach this goal, but when it comes 

to me, I still have a long way to go because I have so many limitations. Nevertheless, I place all my trust 

in Mary, Queen of Apostles, asking her to look at me the same way she looked at Baby Jesus when he 

was taking his first steps….” 

In the last period of her life, Sr. Isabella’s health declined due to hip surgery, which confined her 

to a wheelchair, but above all due to serious cardiovascular problems that led her, today, to the Source of 

eternal life, resulting in an intimate and joyful encounter with her Good Shepherd and Master. 

Affectionately, 

  

Rome, 9 May 2022      sr Anna Maria Parenzan 


