
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dearest Sisters, 
 As we were celebrating the First Sunday of Advent, the Divine Master paid an unexpected visit to 
our community of Palermo, Italy, to call to his eternal wedding banquet our sister: 

CARLEO SR. LUCIA 

born in Ricigliano (Salerno), Italy, on 17 July 1931. 

 Until the onset of covid19, Sr. Lucia, even at the age of ninety, was still carrying out with great 
competence and enthusiasm her service in the audiovisual department of our big and beautiful book center 
in Palermo, Sicily. She had worked in that apostolic Center for over forty years, especially in the St. Paul 
Film sector at different times, and had dedicated her entire life to that apostolate. She loved Sicily and 
often said that she wanted to die there. And the Lord, in his providence, granted her this grace. In fact, 
she fell while descending a staircase, probably because she was not feeling well, and died on the spot. 
 Sr. Lucia entered the Congregation in Salerno, Italy, on 19 January 1948. She was soon sent to 
Rome for her initial formation and novitiate, which concluded with her first profession on 19 March 1951. 
Campobasso and Messina were the local communities in which she carried out her first apostolic experi-
ences of diffusion and book center work. She then spent a few years in the Albano community for health 
reasons. In 1956, immediately after her perpetual profession, Sr. Lucia left for Naples to begin her fasci-
nating adventure in the St. Paul Film apostolate. There, she had the chance to concretely carry out a work 
that had fascinated her ever since her novitiate days. In fact, she had been deeply struck by Fr. Alberione’s 
daily meditations on the theme, “Our Lady and the Cinema.” As she herself reminisced: “It was the time 
when Mater Dei was being filmed. Along with the other novices, I was an ‘extra’ in the episode about 
Jesus in the Temple. From 1952 onward, I worked in the Congregation’s Film Agencies in Naples, Ancona 
and Palermo, trying to give priority to content: I wanted the right film to reach the right people. For this 
reason, I was very interested in the advertisements we received from managers, newspapers and special-
ized magazines, and I was also attentive to the times and critiques of the theaters.” 

She always recounted her experiences in our film agencies with deep passion: “The work was very 
exhausting,” she said, “because the clients were demanding. Primo Maestro, who often stopped by to 
guide our retreats, would encourage us: ‘You have to blaze a new trail through the forest!’ Sr. Lucia felt 
responsible for blazing a trail that would ensure that audiovisuals would contribute to evangelization and 
the development of human and Christian values in people. “There were many difficulties involved in 
agency work,” she recalled, “but we ironed them out because we were deeply convinced of the importance 
of our vocation and were guided and supported by the Founder and M. Thecla. It was a great satisfaction 
to me to be continually consulted by the people in charge of choosing films for their audiences.” 

Sr. Lucia dedicated more than sixty years to the cinema apostolate, beginning with the distribution 
of 16mm. films and then, little by little, to more direct work in the film departments of our Naples Capo-
dimonte, Naples Duomo and above all Palermo book centers, where she made the most of all the audio-
visual and multimedia languages that progress placed in her hands. Among her many experiences, she 
remembered as especially significant the times she was asked to give valuable suggestions about films to 

catechists, priests and teachers. She rejoiced that through film promotion, especially short catechetical 
films, she herself was able to become an animator of pastors. She never missed an opportunity to improve 
her service, to keep up to date about the world of films, to learn more about their production and to read 
specialized magazines about them. Her activities were reinforced by the message M. Thecla had written 
to her on the day of her perpetual profession: “May your self-donation be generous, total, eternal....” 

With the sisters of the Palermo community, we adore God’s designs in the life and death of Sr. 
Lucia. Today is a day of light for our dear sister–the day on which she met her Lord and Master, who 
embraced and confirmed her generous and total self-offering for all eternity. Affectionately, 

 

          
 

Rome, 27 November 2021      Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 


