
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters, 

In the hospital "Zilda Arns" of Curitiba (Brazil), at 9.40 a.m. (local time), our good Father called 

to himself our sister, 

FOLETTO Sr EUFRASIA ANNUNCIATA 

born in Ribeirao Vila Dona Francisca (Santa Maria, Brazil) on 25 March 1927. 

Her life revealed an admirable and unmistakable apostolic spirit. Never concerned about herself, 

with a smile, silence, discretion and a great love for the mission, she radiated the joy of belonging to 

the Lord and proclaiming Him to all, especially through “propaganda” in families and communities. 

She was known as “the Propagandist” with capital letters, to describe her great love for the people 

and for the Gospel. Those who met her were fascinated by her simplicity, humility, gentleness, 

empathy and passion for the Word. Her heart truly expressed a great "missionary gentleness" because 

from her person emanated the light that came from Jesus, whom she carried in her heart. She was in 

perfect harmony with the teaching of the Founder who urged the Pauline apostles: "To live Jesus 

Christ totally... to attain not only at union of life with him, but action of life with him, that is, the 

apostolate" (FSP55, p. 270). 

Sr Eufrasia entered the Congregation in the house in Porto Alegre on 27 March 1944. She was 

soon transferred to the community of São Paulo DM where she made her novitiate that ended with 

her first profession on 28 March 1948. Immediately afterwards she began to travel the roads of Brazil, 

as an expert driver, entering factories, offices, banks, schools and families without fear, to bring the 

precious treasure of the Gospel that shone through her own life. She truly “loved and breathed the 

mission”, as many sisters emphasised. She had no other concern than to generously spread the Word 

to make Jesus known and loved.   

In 1958, she contributed to the opening of the house in Maringà, of which she was superior for 

two non-consecutive terms. This house remained in her heart forever and she returned there on several 

occasions, to serve in the book center, in charge of the promotion of magazines and books. 

From 1966 to 1980 she was, for another fifteen years, an active "propagandist" in the houses of 

São Paulo DM, Lins, Porto Alegre, Pelotas and Maringà. In the community of Cidade Regina, in São 

Paulo, she worked for about four years in bookbinding and then continued her diffusion efforts in the 

book centers of Belo Horizonte, Salvador, Vitoria and Brasilia. 

With her goodness, meekness and faith, Sr Eufrasia fostered in the communities a climate of 

genuine communion, an evangelical environment that lifted those around her towards spiritual values. 

The sisters recall that in this last hour of her life she was truly "beautiful, radiant, joyful". The young 

women in formation also admired her delicacy and willingly stayed in her company to learn the secret 

of her apostolic spirit. In 2010, feeling her strength to be waning, she became part of the community 

of Curitiba where she could nurture silence and prayer, while continuing to offer her whole life for 

the intentions that were most dear to her heart: vocations and diffusion. 

Yesterday, she suddenly felt ill and was diagnosed with a generalised infection, which led to her 

definitive meeting with the Father. We thank this dear sister for having allowed us to rediscover the 

apostolate as a manifestation of the life of Jesus pulsating in us and for having made us perceive once 

again the urgency of the mission. In fact, "outside there is a hungry multitude" whom we are invited 

“to feed" by breaking the bread of the Word (cf. EG 49).  

Affectionately.        

 

Roma, 30 luglio 2021       sr Anna Maria Parenzan 


