
 

 

 

 
Dearest Sisters, 

In the Giacomo Alberione community of Albano, at 1.15 p.m. (local time), the Lord of life 

drew to himself our sister: 

ACAMPORA ITALIA sr MARIA DONATA 

born in Resina (Naples), Italy on 1 December 1927. 

Proud of her Neapolitan origins, she entered the Congregation in the house in Rome, at a 

mature age, on 12 February 1955. Her decision was undoubtedly the fruit of grace but also of the 

intense prayer of her uncle, Father Formicola, one of the first priests of the Institute of Jesus Priest, 

who was tireless in his pastoral work for vocations for all the branches of the Pauline Family.  

During her very brief time of formation, she served in the shipping department in  Rome and in 

the apostolate of propaganda carried out in the community of Lecce. On 30 June 1957, at the end of 

her novitiate, she made her first profession, joyfully offering her life to the Lord. She spent the time 

of her temporary vows in the community of Ascoli Piceno, committed especially to the itinerant 

diffusion of the Gospel. She was accompanied by a profound sense of humility and gratitude for 

having been accepted into our religious family and was animated by the desire to “remove her ‘self’ 

from the center and to put God in its place”. Filial devotion to the Queen of Apostles illuminated 

her path and sustained her in the inevitable difficulties that she faced. 

After her perpetual profession, made in Rome on 30 June 1962, she learned to serve God's 

people at the counter of the book center. Livorno, Terni, San Benedetto, Reggio Calabria and La 

Spezia were the cities that enjoyed her smiling, kind, positive and welcoming presence. Like a true 

Neapolitan, she exuded friendliness from her entire being and at the same time cultivated a yearning 

for an ever more rooted and radical life. In 1969 she wrote to the Provincial Superior: “I place 

myself completely in your hands and in those of all the superiors so as to better serve the Lord, with 

that availability that a good religious should have... I am willing to do whatever you tell me to do, 

with generosity and good will. In my heart I have many desires, but the greatest one is to become a 

saint and to try to change myself day by day, taking a step forward in virtue. Dispose of me as you 

see fit....” 

In 2001, she was transferred to her home town of Naples in the Capodimonte community where 

she dedicated herself to helping at the switchboard and at the parlor in welcoming visitors. She took 

advantage of her proximity to her family and was present and available to help, as much as possible, 

the sisters in need of assistance. Her sweet smile and playful jokes cheered up the community. But 

soon she too was struck by Alzheimer's disease and other serious pulmonary and respiratory 

illnesses, which prompted her transfer to the Giacomo Alberione community in Albano in 2016. 

She delighted in the smallest activities and particularly enjoyed musical activities in which she tried 

to involve herself by keeping time  and rhythm in her own way. It was a feast for her to be able to 

sing, with her weak and laboured breathing, her favourite song, O sole mio. 

Last February she was struck with Covid-19 and was hospitalised for about two weeks at the 

Queen of Apostles Hospital. Even though she had continued to test positive to the virus, she 

returned to community, but she slowly began to decline, due to other serious pathologies from 

which she suffered. By now she could no longer speak, she struggled to swallow, and her only relief 

came from a few glasses of water given to her by the nurses with great tenderness. Yes, she was 

thirsty for water, but even more thirsty for living water, water that gushes forth into eternal life. A 

living water murmurs in me: come to the Father! (St Ignatius of Antioch). Sr Donata, with her usual 

docility, certainly accepted the invitation to immerse herself in this baptismal water to be reborn to 

new life. Affectionately, 

 

Rome, 3 March 2021.       sr Anna Maria Parenzan 


