
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At about 9:00 a.m. today, the Virgin Mary visited the infirmary of our community in Alba, Italy, 

to accompany to the kingdom of heaven our sister: 

CAMPARA SR. RITA 

born in Zevio (Verona), Italy on 4 July 1931. 

 A few years ago, Sr. Rita was diagnosed as suffering from Parkinson’s disease, which, combined 

with chronic bronchitis, was the cause of her death. But she remained clear-minded and cooperative up to 

the very end, offering the Lord all the sufferings related to these illnesses. In fact, her whole life was spent 

in silence, hard work, wholehearted commitment to the apostolate and the joy of self-donation. Her deep-

est consolation was the awareness that her many labors on behalf of the Gospel could help the divine 

Word reach the ends of the earth. 

 Rita entered the Congregation in the Motherhouse of Alba on 23 September 1954, the Memorial 

of St. Thecla–a feast that in those years was celebrated with particular fervor. She was immediately as-

signed to the shipping department, followed by a brief apostolic experience in the diocese of Genoa. 

 She made her novitiate in Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 30 June 1958. After 

this, she remained in Rome to work in the FSP technical apostolate. For more than 20 years, Sr. Rita 

helped to bind the books fresh off the printing presses–an art that would prove to be the “golden thread” 

of her Pauline life. This apostolate kept her and her companions immersed in the fervent atmosphere of 

Vatican Council II, printing and binding the Council documents as little by little they emerged so that 

they could be stocked by our apostolic centers and provide light for everyone. Sr. Rita collaborated with 

great satisfaction in the preparation of many series of books that were greatly appreciated by the people, 

including the works of the Fathers of the Church, the acts and speeches of the Popes, the documents of 

the Council, as well as educational material, biographies, books on spirituality, and many catechetical 

texts. Hundreds of young women in formation learned to love bindery work by watching her example. 

The apostolate building could aptly be compared to a church, in which our sisters and young 

women in formation prayed continually that the books they were assembling would enable the people 

who read them to undergo a genuine conversion of life. Consequently, the raucous noise generated by the 

many machines at work was truly music to their ears. 

 Later on, after a parenthesis in the St. Paul Film Agency in Turin and then helping to assist the 

sick sisters in the provincial house in Rome, Sr. Rita was transferred to Alba: first to the Divine Providence 

and then to the St. Joseph communities, both located on the same property. There, she returned to bindery 

work, continuing to carry out a service that she had learned to recognize as a sacred mission. 

 The sisters say that Sr. Rita edified them by means of her daily witness to self-donation, industri-

ousness and her ability to be a woman of peace. She was always joyful, optimistic, ready to do anything 

that needed to be done and to place herself at the service of all, including lending a hand in the kitchen. 

The successive superiors of the two Alba communities knew that they could count on Sr. Rita’s help and 

discretion. The apostolic attitude and zeal that marked her life enabled her to grow in “Pauline mysticism”: 

the continual desire “to be stripped of power on the human level so as to be strong only in the power of 

Christ,” as she put it in a letter she wrote to the Superior General, and that was reinforced by a “yearning 

to live in complete gratuitousness, to grow in profound love, in friendship with Jesus and in joy.” 

 Sr. Rita had been preparing for some time for her meeting with the Lord, like a bride in love with 

her Bridegroom and like a faithful apostle. She was ready to receive the unfading crown of justice and 

glory (cf. 1 Pt. 5:4), and with deep gratitude we place her in the arms of the Father. 

 Affectionately, 

 

 

Rome, 5 December 2020      Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 


