
 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 We just received word that at 8:30 p.m. today one of the members of our Lugano, Switzerland 

community unexpectedly passed to eternity after being taken to the emergency room of a city hospital: 

ROCCHETTO MARTA – SR. EUGENIA MARIA 

born in Villanova d’Istrana (Treviso), Italy, on 23 February 1928. 

 It all happened very suddenly. Late this morning, Sr. Eugenia was working in the bookkeeping 

office when she began to feel ill. She was taken immediately to the emergency room of Lugano’s city 

hospital where, just a few hours later, she passed away. 

 Sr. Eugenia entered the Congregation at the age of 11 on 23 March 1939. That moment 

remained etched on her heart throughout her life. She wrote: “The Lord grasped me, placed me on his 

outstretched wings and flew off, showing me how to spread my own wings. I am very happy to be a part 

of this new family and I thank the Lord for it!” 

 Sr. Eugenia spent her teen years working in the typography of Alba. She made her novitiate in 

Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 19 March 1948. Last year, when she celebrated her 60th 

jubilee of religious profession, she said that she was very grateful for the many graces and joys the Lord 

had showered upon her, and for the compassion he had shown toward her. “With Mary, I want to 

joyfully sing the Magnificat,” she said. “When I left my natural mother at the age of 11, the Blessed 

Mother took her place. I also consider it a great grace to have lived with Prima Maestra and our 

Founder, who pointed out the path of the Daughters of St. Paul to us decisively but also tenderly. So 

many graces and gifts…. I will need all eternity to thank God for them.” 

 Sr. Eugenia deeply loved the Pauline apostolate, especially book center work. The years she 

spent in direct contact with the public were among the happiest of her life. As a young professed, she 

carried out the diffusion apostolate in Rovigo. Afterward, she worked with great enthusiasm in the book 

centers of Ivrea, Trieste, Chiavari, Novara and Lugano. She also served as local superior in the 

communities of Lugano, Cosenza, Dusseldorf (Germany), Novara and Sassari. It was not easy for Sr. 

Eugenia to accept her first appointment as superior. She told Prima Maestra Thecla that she embraced 

this difficult act of obedience in the spirit of “I offer, give and consecrate myself to God.” She said she 

wanted to be a “ray of sun” for the sisters and to please God in everything. “I don’t regret having to 

leave Trieste,” she said. “All I want to do is say yes to God.” 

 For several years, Sr. Eugenia was in charge of the Alba stockroom and from 1992-1999 she 

served as bursar of the Divine Providence community of Via Antonino Pio, Rome. It was a big sacrifice 

for her to give up the direct apostolate, but it strengthened her self-offering to the Lord. When the 

Congregation launched its Missionary Project, she wrote to the Superior General: “I offer the act of 

obedience I am carrying out in Via Antonino Pio for the sisters who will open these new communities. 

The service I am carrying out is not easy but I am at peace. Please pray that this pearl that the Lord has 

entrusted to me will bear abundant fruit…. My offering is small but I make it with all my heart.” 

 Sr. Eugenia was a straightforward and sincere person. At times she could be forceful but her 

main concern was always to obey no matter what the cost. She wrote: “I feel that I am a Daughter of St. 

Paul wherever I am…in the mountains or at the sea. All I ask is the grace to carry out my duty well…. I 

want to reach heaven at all costs.” 

 The Lord welcomed Sr. Eugenia’s desire to be “faithful to the very end” and called her to 

himself directly from her apostolic activities in Lugano, where she had spent the last 11 years carrying 

out the work assigned to her by obedience. And knowing Sr. Eugenia, we are sure that she responded to 

his invitation with the same words she had voiced on her Golden Jubilee: “With an overflowing heart, I 

say, ‘Here I am, Lord!’” Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 2 July 2009        Vicar General 


