
  

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At about 10:00 p.m. yesterday, the Lord visited our IV Novembre community of Albano, Italy to 

call to himself the oldest member of our Congregation: 

JANNELLI MARIA – SR. GIULIANA 

born in Sala Serino (Avellino), Italy on 21 February 1907. 

 How many things happened in society and in the Church during the 102 years of Sr. Giuliana’s 

life! How many vocations matured during that period–including the vocation of Blessed James 

Alberione, who was not even ordained a priest when she was born! Sr. Giuliana lived more than ten 

decades in a spirit of self-donation, joy and service, spreading around her peace and communion. We 

can truly say that she offered her long Pauline life to the Lord with great love and enthusiasm. When she 

celebrated her 100th birthday, she said: “I want to love the Lord and do good through our apostolate. I 

want to do everything for the glory of God and the salvation of souls, and I want to do this open-

heartedly, freely, without expecting a recompense. I want to tell everyone to be alert, to not ‘fall asleep,’ 

because the apostolate today requires us to be vigilant…. I think of all the world’s families, its young 

people…. I offer myself to the Lord and pray that he will bless us with many vocations so that our 

apostolate will continue to reach everyone.” 

 Sr. Giuliana entered the Congregation in the community of Salerno on 15 Dec. 1930. She was 23 

years old, which was considered quite old at that time. She made her novitiate in Alba, concluding it with her 

first profession on 18 August 1933. As a young professed, she completed a course in nursing assistance in 

Alba (1936) and then carried out this service in the Congregation. For a time, she worked in the infirmary of 

Muzzano (Vercelli), where the more seriously ill FSPs were sent. When this community was closed in 1940, 

Sr. Giuliana began a long period as local superior, interspersed with short periods in which she carried out 

the diffusion apostolate or returned to the service of infirmarian. She served as local superior of our 

Piedimonte, Messina, Catanzaro and Aversa communities, and as infirmarian in those of Rome, Albano, 

Milan and Naples. She also proved to be a competent and gentle presence in our book centers of 

Campobasso, Messina, Catanzaro, Aversa and Naples. Wherever she went, Sr. Giuliana was keenly aware of 

the needs of the people and of the members of her community, especially the most needy. With great tact and 

compassion, she took on her own shoulders the problems of others, irradiating peace and serenity through 

her wise words and above all through the testimony of her life. 

 Sr. Giuliana spent the last 40 years of her life in the community of Naples Capodimonte, where 

she first worked in the stock room, then as infirmarian and receptionist for as long as her health 

permitted. She celebrated her 100th birthday in Naples, surrounded by a large crowd of people whom she 

had benefited over the years. On that occasion, the Bishop of Naples celebrated a special Mass for her, 

the Pope sent her his official blessing and the mayor of Naples sent a bouquet of flowers…. Sr. 

Giuliana’s “centennial” also achieved national recognition because that month Famiglia Cristiana 

magazine published an article about her meeting with Italy’s Minister of Agriculture, who had paid her a 

special visit to thank her for a letter she wrote to him, praising his project to help young people take an 

interest in farming and environmental issues. 

 Sr. Giuliana embraced old age as a great gift of God and continued to offer herself to him 

wholeheartedly. During the last years of her life, she dedicated her time to prayer, reading and 

crocheting. By now she was impatiently waiting for the Father to call her home to heaven, carefully 

tending her “lamp” of faith like the prudent virgin she was.  

 Thank you, Sr. Giuliana, for your love for our Congregation. Thank you for your fidelity to it 

and to God through good times and bad. Thank you for showing us what it means to be a genuine 

Pauline and for blazing the trail for us. Affectionately, 

 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 27 September 2009 Vicar General 


