
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At about noon today, the Father visited the intensive care unit of the European Hospital here in 

Rome, Italy to call to himself after long days of suffering our sister: 

D’ADDARIO GIUSEPPINA – SR. MARIA AMABILE 

born in Civitacampomarano (Campobasso), Italy on 28 December 1933. 

 Contemplating the icon of the Trinity, Sr. M. Amabile wrote down this thought which had 

struck her with great force: “The door is open, the room well lit, the table prepared. O Joy of the 

universe, Banquet of grace, you dispel the shadows of death and open the door to life. In you, all 

promises are fulfilled.” During this past month in the intensive care unit, Sr. Amabile contemplated this 

open door at length. On 7 July, she underwent heart surgery but subsequent lung complications made 

her realize that humanly speaking her chances of recovery were slim. For some time previous to this, 

she had been aware that her life was at risk. She wrote: “Right now, I am living from moment to 

moment. If the Lord calls me quickly, I am happy to move to the ‘other shore’ and say to him, ‘Here I 

am!’” 

 The life of Sr. Amabile was truly a miracle of love, the fruit of the offering of another Daughter 

of St. Paul: Sr. Amabile Lombardo, who died on 14 March 1952. Our Founder pointed to this sister, 

who was blind, as the model of propagandists. The young Giuseppina D’Addario was still a postulant 

when an acute attack of peritonitis brought her to the point of death. Sr. Amabile Lombardo offered 

herself to God in place of Giuseppina. In fact, in the death announcement for this sister published in 

Regina Apostolorum news bulletin, 1952, we read: “The death of the blind sister has left us all in tears. 

The fact that a young postulant, whom the doctors did not believe would live, started to get better 

immediately after Sr. Amabile’s death, reminds us of what Sr. Amabile said to her, namely: ‘They tell 

me that you are a young woman in whom they have high hopes. I will ask the Lord to allow you to stay 

here and work, and to take me instead. After all, I’m blind.” 

 Following in the footsteps of her sister, Sr. Lucilla, Sr. Amabile entered the Congregation on 11 

March 1948 in the community of Rome. It was here that she made her postulancy and novitiate, which 

concluded with her first profession on 19 March 1954. A good, quiet and somewhat shy person, Sr. 

Amabile lived in various communities in Italy, dedicating herself to the apostolate and to community 

life with great generosity. As a postulant and young professed, she worked for over 10 years in the 

bindery of Rome. Afterward, she was transferred to Taranato, where she worked in various diocesan 

offices. After another 10 years in the administration offices of Rome, she was transferred to various 

local communities. Assigned to the book center apostolate, she carried to this service with great love 

and zeal in the communities of Perugia, Piacenza, Cagliari, Udine, Crotone, Cosenza, Reggio Calabria, 

Benevento and Naples.Wherever she went, she was fired by the burning desire to share the Gospel with 

as many people as possible. Following this period of apostolic activity, she spent several years taking 

care of her aging and ailing mother. When she returned to the Congregation, she continued to carry out 

the Pauline apostolate in Arezzo, Livorno, Ravenna and Foggia. 

 In 2001, Sr. Amabile was transferred to the Thecla Merlo community of Albano, where she 

could receive the medical care needed to bolster her frail health. At the same time she lent a hand at the 

reception desk, welcoming visitors to the community with her gentle manner and sweet smile. 

 When she celebrated her Golden Jubilee of religious profession, she wrote: “I am embroidering 

my ‘wedding gown’ according to the design Jesus gave me. I find it hard to thread the needle but the 

Lord is helping me. I offer my weakness to him, asking that in return he give strength to those carrying 

out the direct apostolate.” Today may this mysterious “exchange” of gifts that, in the logic of God, 

supports and renews other sisters, continue to obtain for them the graces they need for the apostolate. 

As for Sr. Amabile, clad in her wedding dress, she is now ready to enter heaven. Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 11 August 2009       Vicar General 


