
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At about 5:30 p.m. today, God the Father visited the San Raffaele wing of our Albano, Italy 

community to call to eternal life our sister: 

LOFFREDA MARGHERITA – SR. ROSA 

born in San Gregorio (Caserta), Italy on 22 June 1925. 

 Sr. Rosa was a member of our Albano community for sixty years. She was assigned there after 

she had completed her initial formation and spent a few years disseminating the Gospel in Campobasso 

(Abruzzo). She preserved joyful memories of her entrance into the Institute (Rome, 29 Nov. 1944) and 

of her novitiate, which concluded with her first profession on 19 March 1948. She also had many happy 

memories of her years as a propagandist in the splendid Abruzzo region as a junior professed sister and 

immediately following her perpetual profession. The warm relations she established with the people 

gave wings to her heart and increased her happiness at being a daughter of the Apostle Paul. 

 But obedience soon called Sr. Rosa to leave the diffusion apostolate to dedicate herself to care 

of our sick sisters in the Albano clinic. When the clinic became a regional hospital, she continued her 

work in its various departments, especially the pediatrics and surgery wards. So as to carry out her ser-

vice better, she went back to school and obtained a license as a practical nurse and then a degree as a 

registered nurse. 

 In 1991 she was asked to accept a transfer to the San Raffaele (infirmary) wing of our Albano 

community, where its sick and elderly members resided. She wrote: “It cost me a lot to leave my work 

in the hospital proper because I met so many people there and I loved them all very much. But God has 

rewarded me abundantly for that sacrifice. I am truly content! I love our sick and senior sisters very 

much. Every day, we all pray together for the dissemination of the Gospel throughout the world and also 

for vocations. I ask Jesus and Mary for the grace to carry out my apostolate in this small sector with 

great love so that the sisters will live in peace and serenity.” 

 But Sr. Rosa continued to visit the hospital, bringing its patients her smile and words of consola-

tion. She also spread devotion to the Blessed Mother through promotion of the periodical, The Mother of 

God. “In my opinion,” she wrote, “Mother of God is the most beautiful magazine in the world. How I 

would love to see it enter every home, every school, every prison, every Institute…. I love the Blessed 

Mother very much and I would like every person to feel the same.” Because of this, she strongly encour-

aged everyone she met to subscribe to the periodical. “I am keenly aware of the importance of the Pauline 

apostolate,” she wrote. “Because of this, I am trying to disseminate every kind of good reading, especially 

the Bible and other uplifting books. This material is extremely beneficial, especially in a hospital setting.” 

 The Blessed Mother and the Eucharist were Sr. Rosa’s two great loves: “I am truly in love with the 

Eucharist,” she said. “I would like to be a living eucharist–bread broken for love of my sisters…. The Eu-

charist has ravished my heart! When we receive communion, we become Eucharistic souls. I am struck 

always more deeply by the Founder’s words: ‘The Pauline Family was born from the Eucharist and must 

live from the Eucharist.’ I thank the Lord with all my heart for having called me among the Daughters of 

St. Paul because in this Congregation we make a daily Hour of Adoration before the Eucharist.” 

 Sr. Rosa dedicated herself with great goodness and joy to serving her sisters: “When I see sisters 

in need of a bath or a change clothes,” she wrote, “it makes me very happy to be able to assist them. It 

gives me a special satisfaction to help the ones who are no longer self-sufficient.” 

 In 2009, Sr. Rosa herself became a member of the San Raffaele community due to progressive 

senile dementia. With a smile on her lips she continued to quietly participate in the life of the communi-

ty, while preparing herself to meet her Spouse in the kingdom of light and peace. 

 Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Superior General 

Rome, 18 November 2015 


