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The lives of the saints are not limited to their earthly biographies 
but also include their being and working in God after death. 
In the saints one thing becomes clear: those who draw near to God 
do not withdraw from men, but rather become truly close to them. 
In no one do we see this more clearly than in Mary. 
TheThe words addressed by the crucified Lord to his disciple—to John 
and through him to all disciples of Jesus: “Behold, your mother!” 
(Jn 19:27)—are fulfilled anew in every generation. 
Mary has truly become the Mother of all believers. 
MenMen and women of every time and place have recourse to her 
motherly kindness and her virginal purity and grace, in all their 
needs and aspirations, their joys and sorrows, their moments of 
loneliness and their common endeavours. 
They constantly experience the gift of her goodness and the un-
failing love which she pours out from the depths of her heart. 
The testimonials of gratitude, offered to her from every continent 
and culture, are a recognition of that pure love which is not self- 
seeking but simply benevolent.

Deus Caritas Est, 42
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