
 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At 4:45 this morning, in the midst of the Fraternal Visit to our Motherhouse in Alba, Italy, the Lord 

knocked on the door of our Divine Providence community there to call to his eternal light our sister: 

BOVIO MARIA – SR. DELIA MARIA 

born in Bellinzago Novarese (Novara), Italy on 18 September 1927. 

 Sr. Delia entered the Congregation in Alba on 27 June 1948, blazing the trail for her two younger 

sisters: Sr. Livia, who died a few months ago, and Sr. Celina. She was immediately assigned to the propa-

ganda apostolate in the dioceses of Turin and Treviso. She made her novitiate in Rome, concluding it with 

her first profession on 19 March 1951. 

 After her profession, Sr. Delia returned to the apostolate of capillary and collective diffusion, this 

time in Milan. In 1957 she began a long period of service as superior in different communities of Italy and 

Africa. Her maturity, good sense, simplicity and innate ability to appreciate and foster the development of 

every sister made her a well-loved “mother” to all the sisters, wherever she went.  

As a young professed, she served as superior of the communities of Ascoli Piceno, Trieste and No-

vara. In 1969, she responded with an immediate yes to the invitation of the Superior General, Sr. Ignazia Bal-

la, to go as a missionary to the Congo (then known as Zaire). From Lubumbashi, she wrote to Sr. Ignazia: “I 

can say that I am happy here. I said yes to the Lord unconditionally and he has showered me with graces.” 

 In 1970, she was made superior of Kinshasa and immediately afterward served two consecutive 

terms as delegation councilor. In 1979 Sr. Delia was appointed Delegation Superior and at the same time 

continued to carry out the service of local superior. When her second term as Delegation Superior ended in 

1985, she asked to spend a year of updating in Rome. 

 Upon her return to the Congo, she was assigned first to the book center of Lubumbashi and then to 

that of Kinshasa. In 1988, she was once again appointed Delegation Superior and, simultaneously, local su-

perior. Following this period of service, she was asked to carry out the office of Delegation bursar. 

 In 1994, Sr. Delia returned to Italy and was assigned to the community of Naples. On that occasion, 

she wrote: “While I am ready to accept my re-insertion into the Italian Province as a manifestation of the will 

of God, at the same time I feel a certain ‘cramping’ in my heart. I am a missionary and I believe I will feel 

this way all my life. I continue to nurture the hope that I will return to Africa one day, God willing.” 

 And the Lord quickly acted through Sr. Delia’s superiors to reveal that this was also his will. In 

1996, just short of her 70
th
 birthday, she was ready to undertake what her superiors thought would be a brief 

missionary assignment in Madagascar but which in reality lasted for more than 10 years. Sr. Delia first 

served as bursar of the Antananarive community, then was appointed superior of that community, which at 

the time was still dependent on the General Government. When Madagascar became a Delegation in 2001, 

she served as its first circumscription superior. She wrote to the Superior General: “I never expected this ap-

pointment and when I said yes, it was with an enormous act of faith and complete surrender to the One who 

can do all things.” Sr. Delia dedicated herself wholeheartedly to this service, fostering in particular the for-

mation of our sisters but also giving great impetus to the apostolate and the vocation ministry. Our young 

sisters of Madagascar loved her dearly. 

 In 2007, Sr. Delia returned to Italy definitively. She was first assigned to the Naples Capodimonte 

community and then, in 2008, to the St. Joseph community of Alba. For the last year of her life, she lived in 

the infirmary wing of the Motherhouse. A few weeks ago, she had the joy and profound satisfaction of re-

ceiving a visit from our two Congolese and four Malagasy Juniors who are concluding their course of prepa-

ration for final vows, plus the three Malagasy Juniors who are finishing this year’s course on the Pauline 

charism. Sr. Delia spent her religious life sowing the seeds of the Pauline charism abundantly, transmitting it 

to the younger generations. The flame she passed on to them continues to burn and will now be passed on to 

other FSPs as a precious heritage. 

 Affectionately, 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Superior General 

Rome, 11 May 2015 


