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The First  
Pauline 
“Bethlehem”

Dearest Sisters,
The 20th of August is 
at our doorstep…. It 
comes spontaneously 
to me to try to imagine 
what the first “snap-
shot” of our begin-

nings would have looked like and to try to in-
tuitively grasp Fr. Alberione’s most profound 
feelings that afternoon a hundred years ago 
when, “after an hour of adoration made with 
his first dear aspirants,” he “blessed their first 
small house and typography” (Meditation, 
20.08.1964). He himself said: “The Institute 
was born in 1914 in the midst of serious 
upheavals” (AD 48). The Pope’s invitation 
to peace was not welcomed by the political 
powers of that time. In this “explosive” ter-
rain, he planted a tiny seed, hoping that it 
would sprout initiatives that would proclaim 
Christ and his message of life. That “mustard 
seed” was a small typography, the young 
people who would run it and, a few months 
later, a small sewing circle and a great mis-
sionary ideal centered on the “Good Press.”

In 1917, Fr. Alberione wrote:
	 From the day of its foundation, our House 

went through storms and the fact that every-
thing turned out well is a very clear sign that 
God wants this work from us. All of us–and 
in particular, I myself–were accused of be-
ing thieves, but you know that I’m not a thief 
because I give you everything I have. We 
were denounced to the Bishop and there 
was a serious risk that we would have to 
close the House, but God saved us. We 
were denounced to Rome and who knows 
what would have happened if not for the fact 
that we had a very energetic Bishop. [Then 

we were denounced] to the mayor, to the 
Sub-prefect, to the Prefect…. Even many 
good people did not understand us and, 
motivated by right intentions, spoke disdain-
fully of the House. I know that each one of 
you, before entering the House, heard the 
criticisms… (Extract from the Diary of Timo-
thy Giaccardo, p. 16).

The problems did not shake the faith of 
those first young boys, who joyfully lived their 
self-consignment to God and who wanted to 
dedicate themselves mind and heart to the 
new mission of the good press:
	 We no longer belonged to ourselves. We 

felt that we belonged to God, that we were 
bound to him and to the good press. We felt 
we were living a single life among ourselves 
and with our Father: united, cemented to 
one another; not students in a school but 
members of a single organism–the first “liv-
ing stones” in the construction of a majestic 
building (Ivi., p. 17).

Their faith was sustained by the small 
lights the Spirit kindled from time to time (AD 
202) to show them the way. It was a faith that 
infected everyone and worked true miracles.

In celebrating the first centenary of the 
Pauline Family, we are called to rediscover 
the joy of faith: a simple faith that surrenders 
itself to divine Providence and is not shak-
en by problems; a faith that celebrates the 
memory of God’s journey with us–the mem-
ory of a promise that opens us to the future 
and furnishes light for our steps; a faith that 
makes us ready to embrace new and unex-
pected horizons today.

We are called to witness to one another–
in the Pauline Family and in the Church–to 
our joyful hope for a fruitful life that exerts a 
powerful attraction on others and that is ca-
pable of “awakening the world.”

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
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Pakistan: 
Stories of Love and Courage

From 5-19 May 2014, we made the Fra-
ternal Visit to Pakistan to help our sisters in 
this tormented country feel the solidarity and 
closeness of the whole Congregation to them. 

With more than 180 million inhabitants, 
Pakistan is the sixth most populous country in 
the world and the second-largest Muslim state 
after Indonesia. 97% of the Pakistani people 
are Sunni Muslims, while a small but consis-
tent minority are Shiites. The country also has 
a tiny percentage of Christians, Hindus and 
Buddhists. Catholics number less than 1% of 
the population.

The Pakistani people have strong values 
but the political situation is unstable, terrorism 
is rampant, the political parties are divided 
and extremism prevails. Discrimination toward 
minority groups is accentuated due to Islamic 
fundamentalists who want the country to be 
governed by Islamic law.

The Daughters of St. Paul opened their first 
community in Pakistan on 15 August 1965. Its 
founding members were Sr. Donata Bugnola, 
Sr. Elisabetta Riboni and Sr. Docilia Pizzarro, 
who arrived in Karachi from the Philippines. A 
second community was opened in Lahore in 
1968, and a third in Rawalpindi in 2006.

The Lord is blessing our Pakistani Delega-
tion with the gift of vocations. Currently, the cir-
cumscription has 15 perpetual professed sisters 
and 7 Juniors. It also has 7 aspirants, 4 postu-
lants and 4 novices in its formation community. 
All the young women feel a strong sense of be-
longing to the Congregation and carry out the 
Pauline apostolate enthusiastically.

The heart of our mission in this country is 
dissemination of the Word of God through the 
book centers and through the sisters’ visits to 
schools and parishes, where they hold Bible 
Sundays, Marian Months, book displays and 
carry out animation activities. This past Lent, 
two sisters even visited a part of the country 

dominated by the Taliban, willing to take this 
risk so as to bring the Bible to about a hundred 
Catholic families who had never seen sisters 
before.

In spite of the country’s dangerous situ-
ation, our sisters continue to courageously 
carry out the work of diffusion but this aposto-
late is suffering due to the discrimination that 
pervades the nation. One of our Pauline mis-
sionaries says: “Christians here have always 
been poor but now their poverty has reached 
the level of desperation. Mothers are without 
work; fathers have been fired from their jobs 
in factories. Many Christians are killed for no 
reason. But at the same time truly heroic acts 
are being performed, such as when Muslim 
authorities urged that the Bible be banned in 
Pakistan. The Christians responded to this 
threat by buying a large supply of Bibles to 
give to the poorest people so that, should 
such a law go into effect, every family would 
have at least one copy of the Word of God….”

The Word of God is truly the center of life 
for the Christians of this country and their zeal 
to read and reflect on it is very moving.

The Daughters of St. Paul here are well 
inserted in various ecclesial organisms. They 
are members of the Biblical Commission, the 
Justice and Peace Commission and the Na-
tional Media Center. They teach in the semi-
nary and will soon be making a contribution to 
Lahore’s Diocesan Catechetical Center.

Our publishing sector produces various 
biblical and catechetical aids, guides to ex-
plain values, and mini-media for different 
occasions. The sisters continue their com-
mitment to producing biblical films and lives 
of the saints dubbed in Urdu, which are very 
popular with the public.

At the end of the Fraternal Visit, we recom-
mended that the circumscription’s new gov-
ernment make formation its top priority, so that 
all the members of the Delegation will receive 
a suitable preparation for the Pauline life and 
apostolate, and also so as to ensure that our 
young Pakistani members will receive a solid 
foundation in the Pauline charism.

We were very fascinated by the Pakistani 
culture and left the country deeply moved by the 
commitment, courage and love for the people 
exhibited by every member of the Delegation. 
We told our sisters over and over again that they 
are living their “frontier mission” in the name of 
the whole Congregation, which accompanies 
them with prayer, affection and offerings.

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Sr. Shalimar RubiaTh

e 
G

en
er

al
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t
Pa

uli
ne

 P
an

or
am

a



5

Singapore:
A House for Our Community

The Fraternal Visit to our community of 
Singapore took place from 20-24 May 2014. 
Singapore is an important crossroads in 
Southeast Asia. With a population of about 5 
million, this small island at the tip of Malaysia 
is known for its wide variety of ethnic groups, 
cultures and religions. Our FSP community 
in this tiny nation was opened in 1994 as a 
part of the Congregation’s Missionary Proj-
ect. In its 20-year history, our small interna-
tional community there has contributed in an 
effective way to the Church’s evangelization 
and pastoral activities in the Archdiocese.

The members of the community carry 
out the Pauline apostolate primarily through 
the book center, displays in parishes and 
schools, and animation projects centered 
on communications and use of the media. 
The sisters are all very zealous and high-
ly-motivated: they yearn to reach as many 
non-believers and non-practicing Catholics 
as possible and to this end they have been 
successfully running a small book and audio-
visual kiosk in a big mall for several weeks 
prior to Christmas each year.

The house in which the sisters live be-
longs to the Archdiocese, which now unfortu-
nately needs it back, so the small community 
is urgently looking for new living quarters. 
We ask all the sisters of the Congregation, 
especially our elderly and sick members, to 
keep this intention in their prayers because 
it won’t be easy to find a house in Singapore 
within our price range. We are asking our 
heavenly Father, who provides “nests” for 
birds, to help our sisters find a new house as 
soon as possible so that they will be able to 
continue the Pauline mission in this small but 
very important and challenging country.

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan  
Sr. Shalimar Rubia

Chile: 
Under the Sign of Hope and Communion

The Fraternal Visit to Chile was made 
from 17-28 May 2014 in a hospitable, serene 
and fraternal climate.

In this country, the Daughters of St. Paul 
live in an ever-changing socio-cultural and 
ecclesial situation marked by great potentials 
and also great challenges. One of the domi-
nant features of Chilean society is its inequali-
ty–a split between the rich and the poor that is 
continually widening. The people are combat-
ing the advance of materialism and corruption 
at all levels by means of increasingly vocal 
criticism and the demand to participate more 
fully in the life of society. Adults want their civil 
rights to be upheld and young people are ask-
ing that everyone have the chance to receive 
a free and good-quality education.

Although most of its population is Catho-
lic, Chile is currently pervaded by a climate 
of profound secularism, especially among 
youth. However, signs of hope are not lack-
ing: the laity are becoming more involved in 
the life of the Church, whose pastoral work 
is marked by a strong missionary thrust, ex-
pressed in particular through animations on 
the Bible carried out under the banner of lis-
tening, proclaiming and serving.

Our Chilean Delegation is made up of 24 
sisters, 7 of whom come from other coun-
tries. It has three communities: Santiago, 
Antofagasta and Concepcion. 

Our sisters carry out the Pauline aposto-
late with “open doors,” which is highly appre-
ciated by the people. Zeal for the apostolate 
nourishes the sisters’ prayer life, expands 
their horizons and fires their activities.

In recent years, the Delegation’s publish-
ing activities have increased by about 50%. 
Currently, it is publishing material that can be 
produced rapidly and disseminated widely: 
calendars, book marks, visual messages, 
novenas, catechetical aids, booklets on the Th
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lives of saints, books on formation, self-help 
texts, etc.

The circumscription has 8 book centers, 
4 of which are run by the laity. These well-
stocked centers carry out a deeply-appreci-
ated work in the local Church and surround-
ing areas and are well-frequented by the 
people, who find them an important point of 
reference for Bibles, liturgical texts, books on 
spirituality and formation, catechisms, audio-
visuals, mini-media and religious articles. In 
carrying out the Pauline mission, our sisters 
are helped by competent and reliable lay em-
ployees, all of whom give great importance 
to listening to the people and helping them 
find what they need. Their virtual book cen-
ter extends the radius of diffusion and is also 
carrying out a very worthwhile service.

The sisters visit the parishes, where they 
hold book displays for various events, par-
ticipate in book fairs, etc. Some of them are 
members of ecclesial organisms on the na-
tional and diocesan levels, and several teach 
classes in communications and the Bible. 

Their contributions in all these spheres are 
very positive. 

The new Delegation government, appoint-
ed immediately after the Fraternal Visit, has 
been entrusted with the following priorities: 
animation of the communities; organization 
and accompaniment of the circumscription’s 
sick and elderly members; continuation of the 
redesigning process in the areas of adminis-
tration and the apostolate; and a reinforce-
ment of collaboration on the continental level.

In our meetings with the sisters, we were 
struck by their commitment to doing good. 
They shared with us their concerns about 
the apostolate, their desire to find new paths 
for the Pauline mission, their efforts to partic-
ipate more fully in the life of the Delegation 
and to live in fraternal communion. We ask 
that the Lord give them the grace to open 
their hearts to the continually-new ways in 
which he reveals himself: “I am doing some-
thing new here and now. Can’t you see it?” 
(cf. Is. 43:19)

Sr. Anna Caiazza and Sr. Clarice Wisniewski
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SOUTH AFRICA
20 Years of Presence

In 1994, our Congregation launched its 
Missionary Project, which included the open-
ing of a community in Johannesburg on 12 
April of that same year. A little over three 
weeks later, the election of Nelson Mandela to 
the presidency started the nation on the road 
to democracy by abolishing the apartheid sys-
tem in vigor for decades, so we can say that 
our newly-arrived sisters made this journey 
alongside the people of South Africa. Twenty 
years of service and apostolic dedication…. 
Fully aware that everything accomplished was 
done with the help of the Lord, it comes spon-
taneously to us to join our sisters in praising 
and thanking him for guiding this little com-
munity over the past two decades. Blessed 
James Alberione said that the presence of the 
FSPs in South Africa is very precious because 
our sisters have always sought to promote a 
journey of democracy and equality, without 
discrimination as to skin color or social status. 
His words “always onward, Daughters of St. 
Paul!” continue to urge them on today, impel-
ling them to constantly seek new ways to pro-
claim the Gospel in this nation.

BRAZIL
Father Zezinho:  
50 years of collaboration

The Daughters of St. Paul in Brazil are 
celebrating 50 years of a happy collaboration 
with José Fernandes de Oliveira, known as 
Fr. Zezinho. This Brazilian priest, who belongs 
to the Congregation of the Dehonian Fathers, 
is very well known for his talent as a writer 
and musician. In his lengthy mission at the 
service of the Gospel, Father Zezinho com-
posed around one thousand songs that were 
translated and diffused in over 40 countries. 
He is the author of countless books, articles, 
videos, radio and television programs, shows 

and conferences. His intense evangelizing ac-
tivity found in the mission of the Daughters of 
St. Paul great help, support, efficacious col-
laboration, and the possibility of much diffu-
sion; thus the Gospel in written, sung and film 
format could reach everyone. The celebration 
of this 50th anniversary had its official opening 
in March, in the Auditorium of the Daughters 
of St. Paul in the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil. The 
gathering was filled with many collaborators, 
friends and even relatives of Father Zezinho. 
This 50th anniversary will extend throughout 
2014, with various meetings, launches and 
other apostolic activities. And we cannot for-
get that the Brazilian postal service dedicated 
a special stamp to commemorate these 50 
years of evangelization. 

ITALY
The Whole Christ to the Whole Person

The magazine Catechisti Parrocchiali (Par-
ish Catechists) marked its 50th anniversary by 
means of a day dedicated to Jesus Master, 
Way, Truth and Life–the foundation and nu-
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cleus of the Pauline-Alberionian charism and 
of the catechetical apostolate entrusted to the 
Daughters of St. Paul. 

Key speaker of the day was Fr. Giuseppe 
Forlai, igs, who guided a round table discus-
sion on the new and original aspects of Fr. Al-
berione’s Christology, viewed within the frame-
work of the spirituality of St. John of the Cross 
and St. Teresa of Avila. From a more feminine 
perspective, psychotherapist Franca Feliziani 
spoke about how women are more attentive 
than men when it comes to integrating the 
various aspects of human development with 
the development of faith, illustrating how they 
do so without creating divisions, directing the 
whole person to Christ. M. Rosaria Attanasio, 
fsp, focused on catechesis and communica-
tion in the thought of Fr. Alberione, saying that 
it is more than ever urgent today to concen-
trate on our receivers, who are immersed in 
the culture of communication, the digital world 
in particular. 

Fr. Salvatore Currò, an expert in cat-
echesis, ended the day by competently co-
ordinating the input of the speakers and the 
interventions of the participants.

To the Daughters of St. Paul 1958

The latest book in the Alberionian Opera 
Omnia series, To the Daughters of St. Paul, 
has just rolled off the press. The volume is a 
collection of the preachings of Blessed James 
Alberione to the Daughters of St. Paul in 1958. 
During the course of this year, the Founder 
urged the FSPs to launch new apostolic proj-
ects, his wise words enriching the first con-
gresses held for the sisters who worked in the 
book centers and St. Paul Film Agencies, and 
also those who carried out the “propaganda” 
apostolate. 

Alberione took advantage of these oc-
casions to emphasize the invaluable help of 
the laity in these activities–something that is 
more than ever important today–saying: “You 

work too hard individually. Find new apostles! 
Search for collaborators to help you! I hope 
you make a lot of progress in this regard. You 
must not only be apostles; you must raise up 
other apostles! Ask this grace in all the cours-
es of spiritual exercises held this year” (St. 
Paul Film Congress, I). 

The preachings of Fr. Alberione contained 
in this volume sketch out the elements that 
make up the mysticism lived by St. Paul, which 
every FSP is called to put into practice in her 
own life. The Founder insisted that we “live in 
Christ as he defined himself: Way, Truth and 
Life” (Meditation 3, p. 43) and he presented 
the apostolate in terms of light, saying that it is 
the Congregation that irradiates this light. To 
the degree that the Pauline apostle is open to 
the Lord, present in the Word and Eucharist, 
she will be transformed by him and be able to 
proclaim him with all the instruments of com-
munication.

The Document of our 10th General Chapter 
re-echoes these themes, focusing in particu-
lar on how the Apostle Paul identified himself 
with the message he proclaimed (cf. CD 11) 
and underscoring the lofty ministry entrusted 
to us by Jesus Master: “Inasmuch as we are 
a teaching Institute, we must be a light; a city 
on a mountaintop to which everyone looks” 
(CD 14).

KENYA
The Bible: A Book for All

The Daughters of St. Paul of Kenya have 
relaunched the initiative, Bible Days, so dear to 
the heart of Blessed James Alberione, who of-
ten said: “The Bible must penetrate the mass-
es,” and, “May the Bible be the heart of every 
family.” During the 1990’s, Sr. Maria Rosa Bal-
lini, an intrepid FSP missionary, organized nu-
merous Bible Days and Bible Weeks in many 
different parts of English-speaking Africa, but 
after her death the initiative lost some of its 
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impetus due to a lack of personnel. Our sisters 
have now relaunched this project, character-
ized by an intensive program of catechesis, 
formative meetings for various age groups, 
and prayer sessions. This second kick-off, 
entitled, The Word of God in the Family, was 
held in St. Peter Claver Parish, Nairobi, from 
5-6 April, with the collaboration of the parish 
pastoral team and the wholehearted participa-
tion of the parishioners. 

The rich program of activities concluded 
with the bestowal of a certificate of attendance 
on all the participants, which reinforced their 
enthusiasm and prompted them to reconfirm 
their promise to have the Bible enthroned in 
their homes and to read it every day.

PAKISTAN
Launching Our FSP Centenary

On 15 June 2014, Feast of the Holy Trin-
ity, the Daughters of St. Paul of Lahore par-
ticipated in a solemn Eucharistic Celebration 
to launch the year commemorating the Con-
gregation’s Centenary of birth. Fr. William 
Basharat, who officiated at the celebration in 
St. Mary’s Church, Gulberg, invited the as-
sembly to thank the Lord for the presence of 
the Daughters of St. Paul, who arrived in Pa-
kistan 50 years ago to proclaim the Word of 
God through the instruments of social commu-
nication. The hymns composed by Sr. Mag-
gie Ishaq, fsp, and sung enthusiastically and 
joyously by the parish choir and assembly, 
echoed beautifully in the serene and prayerful 
atmosphere that pervaded the church. 

A team from the Catholic TV station filmed 
the Liturgy from start to finish, including the 
pastor’s very inspiring homily.

The participants then moved to the press 
club where Fr. Andrew Nisari, the pastor of Im-
maculate Conception Church in Anarkali, had 
organized a gathering to insist on the restitu-

tion of St. Francis School, which had not been 
returned to the diocese after denationalization.

Our sisters say that the mobilization of the 
Church to guarantee the right of poor children 
to receive an education was a beautiful way 
to launch our centenary and will be a day that 
they will always remember.

CZECH REPUBLIC
Neighbors to One Another

In response to the invitation of Pope Fran-
cis in his WCD message to all Christians to be 
neighbors to one another, the Daughters of St. 
Paul of Prague participated in a pilgrimage of 
the Christian Media to Santo Hostýn, where 
the director of Radio Proglas gave them the 
chance to make the Pauline mission known to 
the public. 

Mass in the Basilica was followed by an 
outdoor prayer meeting that afternoon. Ra-
dio broadcasting equipment set up on a plat-
form on the lawn covered the event live so 
that all those unable to be physically present 
could also participate in it. Our sisters told the 
assembly about the Pauline mission in the 
Church and invited them to join them in pray-
ing Fr. Alberione’s Prayer for Social Commu-
nications Workers. 

The day ended with the blessing of the 
Bishop in a climate of celebration on the part 
of both organizers and pilgrims alike.

ROMANIA
The FSPs and 
World Communications Day 

The FSPs of Bucharest recently spent 10 
days visiting a number of schools and par-
ishes in Moldava, Eastern Romania, to guide 
reflections on the Message of Pope Francis 
for World Communications Day: Communica-
tion at the Service of an Authentic Culture of 
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Encounter. The words, sounds and images of 
their presentation helped about 450 students 
and their teachers assimilate the Pope’s mes-
sage more profoundly, gave everyone the 
chance to ask many questions and opened 
the eyes of all to new horizons concerning the 
Internet, where people today spend so much 
time. The discovery that the social media are 
a new way to communicate with others and 
establish positive relations with them, and that 
this new culture can enrich us as individuals 
and groups, gave rise to a very fruitful dia-
logue about the positive and negative aspects 
of this instrument of communication. The icon 
of the Good Samaritan helped the young peo-
ple think more deeply about how to communi-
cate in the digital world, how to be neighbors 
to one another on this digital highway, and 
how to use it to reach communication/com-
munion with Christ and others. In evaluating 
this apostolic experience, our sisters thank the 
Lord for the seed that was sown and say that 
their mission to the schools made them realize 
how much help both children and adults need 
to use the communications culture in a posi-
tive way. It is up to us, as FSPs, to accept the 
challenge to form them!

SOUTH SUDAN
The Voice of Constant Motion!

The voice of constant motion: this is how 
the radio ministry of Sr. Anne Kiragu, fsp, is 
defined by American journalist and writer 

Chris Herlinger in his article for Global Sisters 
Report. A member of the tiny FSP community 
in Juba, South Sudan, Sr. Anne strives to con-
nect the Gospel and its journey of faith to the 
concrete situation of the people of this country 
through her weekly radio program on Radio 
Bakhita. 

The broadcasting station of the Juba Arch-
diocese–the first Catholic radio station in Su-
danese history–Radio Bakhita airs 40 pro-
grams each day in English, Arabic and five 
local languages. The Sudanese people deeply 
appreciate the contribution of the FSPs to the 
station’s programs, saying they are a gift of 
light, dialogue and hope for a peaceful future.

TAIWAN
National Biblical Association

In Taiwan, the National Biblical Associa-
tion holds a day of study and updating for its 
members every two years. This year, the or-
ganizers of the event invited the Daughters 
of St. Paul to guide two of the presentations: 
one entitled, Aids for Studying and Reflecting 
More Deeply on the Word, and the other, The 
Bible and the Media. 

Sr. Rosa Teng guided the first conference, 
in which she presented Pauline publications 
that can help people get to know the Bible 
better. Sr. Rosa Sheu delivered the second 
conference, in which she offered practical 
demonstrations of how biblical films can be a 
valid help in parish Bible circles and also in 
helping individuals and families deepen their 
knowledge and love of the Word. The event 
was held in the assembly hall of the Taipei 
Archdiocese. 

The participants were very pleased with the 
input, prompting the organizers of the event to 
invite the Daughters of St. Paul to carry out a 
similar service at the next updating encounter 
two years from now.
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Conclusion of the 
Charism Course  
of the Pauline Family

The Charism Course of the Pauline Fam-
ily ended on 30 May 2014 with a Eucha-
ristic Celebration in the Queen of Apostles 
Sanctuary, Rome. Present for the occasion 
were representatives of the various Insti-
tutes of the PF, who joined the students in 
thanking the Lord for the extraordinary ex-
perience of light and grace they lived over 
the past eight months–a time dedicated to 
rediscovering and reflecting more deeply 
on the charism that unites all the members 
of our big Family.

Below is a brief synopsis of the disserta-
tions submitted by the Daughters of St. Paul 
who participated in this year’s course:

Sr. Maria Cora Damalerio 
(Philippines/Malaysia/
Thai/PNG Province):  
We Believe and  
So We Speak

The purpose of Sr. Co-
ra’s paper was to revive 
the gift of faith that en-
ables Paulines to carry 
out the apostolate in 
today’s new communi-

cations context. Her choice of a theme was 
inspired by various events that have recently 
taken place in the Church, the Pauline Fam-
ily and the Congregation, as well as by the 
formative content of the course itself. Re-
flecting on this experience, Sr. Cora says she 
feels that the Lord is strongly inviting her to 
renew her faith in the Pauline vocation so as 
to know, love and give him to others more 
fervently.

Sr. Judith Hidalgo Mejia 
(Central European 
Delegation):  
Comparative  
Chronology of the 
Pauline Family
Convinced that orga-
nizing and classify-
ing historical events 
chronologically can 
help us attain a bet-

ter overview of history and the way in which 
situations influence one another, Sr. Judith’s 
dissertation provides a basic comparative 
chronology of the birth and development of 
the Pauline Family. The Chronology also 
serves to identify the most significant events 
of our Family and relate them to world and 
ecclesial events. An electronic support 
equipped with hypertexts is also included so 
as to facilitate research in the Opera Omnia 
of Blessed James Alberione.

Sr. Generosa Kim 
(Korean Province):  
Formation  
for the Sanctification  
of the Mind

Sr. Generosa’s paper is 
a general presentation of 
Fr. Alberione’s book, Ani-
ma e corpo per il Vange-
lo (Soul and Body for the 

Gospel). The author describes the content of 
Sanctification of the Mind according to the 
teachings of the Founder and presents the 
methodology he gave the PF for forming its 
members and for helping everyone to sanc-
tify their minds through the apostolate. The 
paper concludes by presenting some chal-
lenges to formation, particularly in Korea.

Sr. Jocelyn Veritas Kwek 
(Community  
of Singapore):  
Apostolic Mysticism  
in Alberione

In her paper, Sr. Joce-
lyn reflects more deeply 
on the theme of Pauline 
apostolic mysticism in 

the light of the apostolate of St. Paul and in 
keeping with the directives of our 10th Gen-
eral Chapter, which invites us to “rediscover 
in the mystical dimension of the apostolate 
the unifying power of our spirituality and the 
prophetic dimension of our mission.” After 
presenting an overview of mysticism and its 
manifestations in various religions, Sr. Joce-
lyn reflects on apostolic mysticism in St. Paul 
and in Fr. Alberione, comparing the two from 
initial enlightenment, through the process of 
conformity to Christ, culminating in a bound-
less passion for the apostolate. She con-
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cludes by reflecting on how Paulines today 
can live the mystical dimension of their life in 
the footsteps of Paul.

Sr. Mary Manje 
(East Africa/Nigeria/
Zambia/Sudan  
Delegation):  
The Spirit of the “House”

In her desire to better un-
derstand the profound 
meaning of an expression 
used very frequently at 

the beginning of the Pauline Family, that is, the 
spirit of the “House,” Sr. Mary sketches out a 
brief history of the PF, in which this term is often 
repeated. The “House” referred to is the Insti-
tute dedicated to the Good Press, which would 
develop into a huge tree and spread through-
out the world, guiding its members to holiness. 
Fr. Alberione was firmly convinced that the 
“House” he had founded was in conformity to 
the will of God, who wanted its members to use 
the apostolate of the editions to present Jesus 
Master to the world because he is the greatest 
wealth we can share with others.

Sr. Rosemary Mueni Mwaiwa 
(East Africa/Nigeria/Zam-
bia/Sudan Delegation): 
Thecla Merlo: A Witness 
to Bold and Prophetic 
Faith in the Footsteps of 
Mary, Queen of Apostles

Sr. Rosemary, who chose 
her theme out of a desire 

to better grasp the meaning of the term “a 
bold and prophetic faith,” explores how Sr. 
Thecla Merlo lived this concept in her own 
life. The faith of Mary, Queen of Apostles, led 
her to a profound experience of God and it 
did the same for Prima Maestra. As Paulines, 
we must reflect more deeply on M. Thecla’s 
teachings and assimilate them so as to draw 
maximum profit from this great treasure. Like 
the faith to which Mary witnessed at the An-
nunciation and at the foot of the cross, Mae-
stra Thecla’s faith led her to renew her yes 
to the Lord with great simplicity on a daily 
basis, even when the Congregation was go-
ing through difficult times, and to be always 
ready to do the will of God. All the Daughters 
of St. Paul, including the youngest members 

of the Institute, are called to witness to and 
imitate the great faith of M. Thecla.

Sr. Perla M. Yenuer Ortiz Cadena 
(Generalate  
community): Pauline  
Missionary Formation

Sr. Perla’s dissertation 
presents several ideas for 
“missionary formation in 
times of mobility.” The au-
thor sketches out some of 

her personal missionary experiences, inter-
preted in the light of the charism, and then 
offers several suggestions for formation 
that could help to promote a change in the 
Church’s pastoral work today, as called for 
by the Pope. Sr. Perla affirms that it is im-
portant to help the Congregation’s older and 
younger members alike to face with gener-
osity and a spirit of sacrifice the inevitable 
difficulties faced by missionaries: a change 
of culture, language, climate, style of life, etc. 
She concludes with the assertion that mis-
sionaries must cultivate a great spirit of faith, 
poverty and courage, together with deep 
trust in the One who said: “Do not be afraid. 
I am with you.”

Sr. Mary Sualeh 
(Philippines/Malaysia/
Thai/PNG Province): 
Collaboration Between 
Primo Maestro  
and Maestra Thecla

Sr. Mary develops her 
theme by highlighting the 
importance of collabora-

tion at various levels in the PF today, in keep-
ing with the “four wheels” of the Pauline cart, 
with particular focus on formation in the Ma-
laysian context. She says that the course on 
the charism helped her get to know a num-
ber of writings of the Founder, which enabled 
her reflect more deeply on his teachings and 
on the Pauline spirituality, namely: to live the 
Gospel in an integral way; to live in Jesus 
Master, Way, Truth and Life; to live the Gos-
pel as St. Paul lived and communicated it, in 
collaboration with the laity.
We offer all these sisters our best wishes 
that they might fulfill the Pauline ideals they 
sought to concretize in their dissertations.O
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Mission: The Absolute Priority 
of the Church

In his Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii 
Gaudium, Pope Francis underscores that the 
Church’s mission to evangelize the contem-
porary world must be her top priority and then 
proceeds to sketch out what that mission in-
volves. In this article, I would like to draw on 
this document, allowing the Pope to speak for 
himself in the hope that his words will echo in 
our hearts and move us to act in fidelity to his 
teaching.

The Holy Father says: “Missionary activ-
ity represents the greatest challenge for the 
Church and the missionary task must remain 
foremost” (15). Mission is the very essence of 
the Church, which was constituted by Christ, 
who entrusted to her the mandate he received 
from the Father (Jn. 20:21). Today, this man-
date is more urgent than ever due to the sec-
ularization of society, which has resulted in 
dechristianization. Because of this, “we cannot 
passively and calmly wait in our church build-
ings: we need to move from a pastoral ministry 
of mere conservation to a decidedly mission-
ary pastoral ministry” (15). From this springs 
the twofold, complementary image of a Church 
that “goes forth” (20ff.)–a Church involved in 
mission (97); a Church that goes out from her-
self–and a Church “whose doors are open” (46) 
to welcome everyone. These are the two coor-
dinates of mission: to go forth and to welcome.

Due to this priority, “missionary outreach is 
paradigmatic for all the Church’s activity” (15). 
It is necessary to “put all things in a mission-
ary key” (34). “The Church’s customs, ways of 
doing things, times and schedules, language 
and structures must be suitably channeled for 
the evangelization of today’s world rather than 
for her self-preservation…. All renewal in the 
Church must have mission as its goal if it is not 
to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial introversion” 
(27). This requires, on the part of the Church, 
“a missionary transformation” (19ff.), that is: to 
be “permanently in a state of mission” (25).

The Church is missionary in all her elements 
and therefore no one can feel that his/her voca-
tion and call to “missionary conversion” (30) is 
something secondary or optional: “In virtue of 
their Baptism, all the members of the People of 
God have become missionary disciples” (120). 
Disciples from the aspect of listening, and mis-
sionary from the aspect of going forth. Mission 
springs from discipleship and thus a Christian 
is a disciple in view of his/her call to mission. It 
is necessary to take a relationship that is un-
balanced due to a self-referential and spiritu-
alistic discipleship and repolarize it on mission. 
Christian spirituality does not lead Christians to 
focus on themselves. It is a “missionary spiri-
tuality” (78) that results in a growth in holiness 
through evangelization in love. It makes each 
Christian more keenly aware of the fact that 
“my mission of being in the heart of the people 
is not just a part of my life or a badge I can take 
off; it is not an ‘extra’ or just another moment 
in life. Instead, it is something I cannot uproot 
from my being without destroying my very self. 
I am a mission on this earth; that is the reason 
why I am here in this world. We have to regard 
ourselves as sealed, even branded, by this 
mission to bring light and blessing, to enliven, 
raise up, heal and free” (273).

At the same time, it should be kept in mind 
that mission involves both giving and receiving: 
“The work of evangelization enriches the mind 
and the heart; it opens up spiritual horizons; it 
makes us more and more sensitive to the work-
ings of the Holy Spirit, and it takes us beyond 
our limited spiritual constructs. A committed 
missionary knows the joy of being a spring 
which spills over and refreshes others. Only 
the person who feels happiness in seeking the 
good of others, in desiring their happiness, can 
be a missionary. This openness of the heart is 
a source of joy, since ‘it is more blessed to give 
than to receive’ (Acts 20:35)” (272).

Mauro Cozzoli
Professor of Moral Theology
Pontifical Lateran University
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Maestra Thecla’s  
Tenderness

19 March 1955, the Feast of St. Joseph, 
was an unforgettable day for me because it 
was the day of my first religious profession. 
On that day, I also had the chance to person-
ally experience Prima Maestra’s tenderness 
toward her daughters. My parents had noti-
fied me that due to health problems, distance 
and tight finances, they would not be able to 
attend the profession ceremony and share 
my joy at consecrating myself to the Lord. I 
understood and accepted this, realizing that I 
was not alone–several of my co-novices had 
also been informed by their families that they 
would not be attending the ceremony for var-
ious reasons. 

Maestra Nazarena, our novice mistress, 
was told about this and a few days before 
our profession she gave us some unexpect-
ed news: “The novices who will not have any 
family members present for the profession 
ceremony will spend the afternoon with Mae-
stra Thecla,” she announced. We were as-
tonished and deeply moved.

The day of our first religious profession 
was a magnificent day. My heart was brim-
ming over with joy at the knowledge that I 
was giving my entire being to God, who had 
called me to follow Jesus Master and filled 
me with a burning desire to proclaim him to 
everyone, everywhere.

That afternoon, my “fellow orphans” and 
I spent a wonderful, joyful time with Prima 
Maestra. Her tenderness toward us, her 
daughters, deeply moved me. She talked 
with us simply and affectionately, asked us 
about our families and listened attentively to 
our accounts of their difficulties. She urged 
us to have great faith in divine Providence. 
“You will soon be leaving for the branch 
houses,” she told us. “The sisters there are 
waiting for you. You will help them diffuse the 
Gospel and many other worthwhile and for-
mative books to families, schools and busi-
nesses. I will be praying for you, asking the 
Lord to help you carry out this apostolate 
with the same love and enthusiasm as our 
Father, St. Paul.”

That unforgettable day increased my es-
teem for Prima Maestra Thecla and caused 
me to read with even greater pleasure the 
formative and informative letters she sent to 
all our communities throughout the world. 
We all deeply appreciated everything she 
shared with us in those letters because it 
was the fruit of her prayer and reflections. I 
often used those texts for meditation.

I am grateful to Prima Maestra for the af-
fection and simplicity with which she spent a 
little time with me and my co-novices, help-
ing us get through a time in which we sore-
ly felt the absence of our parents and other 
loved ones.

Mercedes Randisi, fsp

FIRST PROFESSIONS
28 June 2014
Brazil

Gizele Barbosa da Silva
Josiane Moreira da Silva
Regina Guimarães Garreto

30 June 2014
Kenya

Rosemary Edem Bassey 
Emmah Atwane Ekitoi 
Jacklyne Nanjala Kitui 
Mary Wangui Mutahi 
Victoria Wambui Mweu 
Catherine Boyani Ocharo 

Madagascar
Michaelle Laingoharisoa 
Francklina Henintsoa Paul 

Philippines
Santa L. Conde
Lourdes P. Cabugas 

Congo 
Honorine Kavira Muserume Hangi 

5 July 2014
Argentina
Noelia Raquel Toro
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In our journey under the guidance of the 
Spirit, within the framework of the Gospel, it 
sometimes happens that a picture takes root 
so deeply in our minds as to become the del-
icate pattern through which we sift history. 
For me, an excerpt from the Gospel of John 
prompts me to rethink some of the features 
of the pontificate of Pope Francis:
	 “In all truth I tell you, anyone who does not en-

ter the sheepfold through the gate, but climbs 
in some other way, is a thief and a bandit. 
He who enters through the gate is the shep-
herd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, 
the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls 
his own sheep and leads them out. When he 
has brought out all those that are his, he goes 
ahead of them, and the sheep follow because 
they know his voice. They will never follow a 
stranger, but will run away from him because 
they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to 
understand what he was saying to them. So 
Jesus spoke to them again: “In all truth I tell 
you, I am the gate of the sheepfold. All who 
have come before me are thieves and bandits, 
but the sheep took no notice of them. I am the 
gate. Anyone who enters through me will be 
safe: such a one will go in and out and will 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I have come so that they may 
have life and have it to the full” (Jn. 10:1-10).

Each flock does not have its own sheep-
fold. Instead, there is a single sheepfold to 
which all the shepherds lead their flocks at 
dusk. Jesus enters the enclosure, calling 
each sheep by name, identifying each one 
individually, and then leads them out, show-

ing them the way. Pope Francis has often 
used this image to describe the Church:
	 When the Church becomes closed in on it-

self, it gets sick, it gets sick! Think of a room 
that has been sealed up for a year. When 
you enter that room, you can smell the damp-
ness. There are a lot of things wrong with that 
room. A Church in that condition is the same: 
it’s a sick Church. It has to come out of itself. 
And where must it go? Toward the peripher-
ies of existence, whatever those may be. The 
important thing is to go out. Jesus says: “God 
out to the whole world! Go forth! Preach! Wit-
ness to the Gospel!” (cf. Mk. 16:15) What 
happens when a person comes out of him/
herself? It could happen that he/she has an 
accident–a risk that every person runs upon 
leaving home. But I tell you I prefer a thou-
sand times over a Church suffering from an 
accident than a Church that is sick because it 
is closed in on itself. Go forth! Go forth!” (18 
May 2013)

But beware: the Church must not go forth 
recklessly. Our journey toward the peripher-
ies must be guided by the Lord Jesus. In fact, 
in his first homily in the Sistine Chapel, Pope 
Francis said to the Cardinals gathered there: 
	 We can walk as much as we want, we can 

build many things, but if we do not profess 
Jesus Christ, things go wrong. We may be-
come a charitable NGO, but not the Church, 
the Bride of the Lord (14 March 2013).

The evangelist John presents entering 
and leaving as complementary actions: “I am 
the gate: those who enter through me will be 
saved.” It is only by living the life of Christ, 
by witnessing to his words and deeds in our 
own life, that we can be saved, that is, that 
we can live fully and abundantly.

What is most striking about Pope Fran-
cis is the fact that his life is clearly rooted in 
God. He allows himself to be guided by the 
Spirit, without trying to impose on others his 
own idea of the Church. Instead, he asks 
himself, through continual discernment in the 
Holy Spirit and with the help of his collabora-
tors, what style of life the Lord is asking the 
Church to live today. 

By doing this, he keeps his heart open to 
hope and to the capacity to relish the Gospel, 
because “we can touch others in depth only 
when we reach out to them from our own 
depths” (F. Varillon, The Humility of God, 
Qiqajon 1999).

Dario Edoardo Viganò
Director of CTV

Francis: A Pope with a Heart 
Open to Hope and  
to Relishing the Gospel  
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A Dream Come True: 
My Mission in the Heart  
of Europe

To recount my vocation story: at first this 
seemed to be a very simple request…
but as soon as I sat down in front of 

the computer keyboard, I discovered that the 
task wasn’t as easy as it had seemed!

The first problem I ran into was that I re-
alized the Lord had not called me just once, 
namely, on the day he led me into the Con-
gregation. Indeed, that day was the begin-
ning of a journey that has grown richer over 
the years as I continue to renew my re-
sponse to his invitation. At times my answer 
has been one of joy, at other times one of 
suffering, at still other times marked by highs 
and lows between certitude and doubt, fidel-
ity and infidelity.

The second problem I ran into in setting 
down these few lines was the difficulty in choos-
ing what precise moment of my vocation story 
to recount. Should I limit myself to telling you 
about how I entered the Congregation in Mex-
ico, my homeland? But that was such an “ordi-
nary” moment, by which I mean that my choice 
was not unusual for a girl who had attended 
Catholic schools run by nuns (in my case the 
Daughters of Charity) all her life. The only thing 
“out of the ordinary” about it was that I had just 
turned seventeen and so was still quite young 
at the time.

In view of this, I decided to tell you here 
about my “second call”: a call to mission that I 
am striving to correspond to every day.

When I was trying to decide which religious 
Congregation to enter, one of the things that 
drew me to the Daughters of St. Paul was 
the fact that they were a missionary Institute. 
However, I have to admit that I was a little dis-
appointed when, once having entered, I dis-
covered that the Institute’s idea of “mission” 
was not the same as mine. For me, the word 

brought to mind visions of Africa, Asia and oth-
er faraway places where people had still not 
heard of the Gospel…. It was only little by little 
that I came to understand the meaning of the 
Pauline mission, to love it profoundly and to 
live it willingly in my own native land. Neverthe-
less the Church’s mission ad gentes remained 
in the depths of my heart throughout the period 
of my formation, even though I tried to “put to 
sleep” my yearning for foreign lands.

Then one day, during the Congregation’s 
2003 Interchapter Meeting, which was held in 
Mexico, I was very surprised to hear sisters 
talking about our Institute’s Missionary Project. 
Look at that! I exclaimed to myself. So we are 
missionaries in that sense too! And my desire 
to be sent overseas reawakened with a ven-
geance. But I was still in the midst of my initial 
formation–too young to be sent out on mis-
sion….

Time went by and the moment of my perpet-
ual profession arrived. I made my preparation 
for it in Rome and during that time I had the 
chance to speak to the Superior General, Sr. 
Antonieta Bruscato, about my yearnings. How-
ever, it seemed that this dream of mine was 
destined to remain just that–a dream–and so 
I returned to Mexico and made my perpetual 
profession.

A short while later I was astonished to re-
ceive a letter from Sr. Antonieta, asking me if 
I still wanted to be sent out “on mission.” I lost 
no time in reassuring her that my answer was 
yes and so, a few months later, I found myself 
once again on a plane. I was both joyful and 
scared because I had been dreaming of Africa 
or Asia but instead I was bound for Prague, the 
capital of the Czech Republic, located in the 
heart of Europe! Can you carry out a mission 
of evangelization on a Christian continent? I 
asked myself.

Once I was settled in my new community, 
I quickly came to realize that my idea of “mis-
sion” was very ingenuous and idealistic. My 
dream had not been realistic and so this new 
beginning was not easy for me. I had to adjust 
to a change of language, culture, food, etc. I 
had to learn through hard experience what it 
meant to really be a missionary. My sufferings 
and joys brought me to the point of renewing 
my yes to the Lord more fervently, this time with 
a greater awareness of what I was doing.

Today I continue to ask the Lord for the 
grace to live my vocation in a truly Pauline way 
in the place to which he has sent me. It is mis-
sion that gives me the chance to continually 
renew my yes to him and to my vocation to pro-
claim the Gospel.

Judith Hidalgo Mejia, fsp
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Biblical Festival 2014:  
The Scriptures: God and man 
speak ABOUT themselves

The Biblical Festival is celebrating its 
tenth anniversary. It began in May 2005, in It-
aly, promoted by the Diocese of Vicenza and 
the Society of St. Paul, in collaboration with 
some other institutional, cultural and eco-
nomic organizations. In all these years, its 
outstanding element has always been that it 
is a many-faceted cultural and spiritual event 
that favors the meeting between the Bible 
and people’s lives, anxieties and search-
ing. The event makes use of a multiplicity 
of languages and ways that include biblical, 
theological, philosophical, pedagogical, so-
cial and economic reflections; the arts and 
cinema; games, animation in public places 
and entertainment. The theme of this 10th 
year, The Scriptures: God and Man Speak 
about Themselves, was chosen also in view 
of recalling the centenary of the foundation of 
the Society of St. Paul. It alludes to the fact 
that Sacred Scripture is the narration of the 
meeting between God and humanity, a nar-
ration in which the face of God and the face 
of the human being are revealed, take shape 
together, and create their identity.

People and Words: 
What Type of Encounter?

The high point of World Communications 
Day 2014 for the Paulines of Italy was the 
Communications Festival held in the diocese 
of Lodi. 

The event, which centered on the theme, 
Communication at the Service of an Authentic 
Culture of Encounter, included conferences, 
exhibits, various forms of entertainment, and 
times of prayer and meditation enriched by 
special guests, transforming the small dio-
cese on the outskirts of Milan into the vibrant 
heart communications for ten days. 

The Festival’s program sought to call ev-
eryone’s attention to a wide variety of com-
munication contexts: with the poor and with 
strangers in our own neighborhoods; the 
communication of knowledge so as to tear 
down social and cultural barriers; communi-
cation through the social media; the effort to 
reintroduce ethics and social responsibility 
into one’s activities, etc.

Pilgrimage to the Tomb  
of the Apostle Paul  
for the Centenary  
of the Pauline Family

On 30 June 2014, Feast of St. Paul the 
Apostle, numerous members of the Pauline 
Family gathered in the Basilica of St. Paul 
Outside the Walls, Rome, to honor the Apos-
tle of the Gentiles in union with the commu-
nity of Benedictine monks that tends the Ba-
silica. Evening Prayer was recited together 
according to the formula contained in the 
Book of Rites of the Pauline Family. 

In keeping with the Basilica’s monastic 
liturgical tradition, Fr. Alberione always ob-
served 30 June, the day after the Feasts of 
Sts. Peter and Paul, as the official Feast of 
the Apostle Paul, Patron of the Pauline Fam-
ily and in a particular way of the Society of St. 
Paul and Daughters of St. Paul.
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Window on the Church
International Sacred Music Festival

This year’s International Sacred Music 
Festival, featuring vocal sacred music rang-
ing from Gregorian chant to contemporary 
songs, was held in Our Lady Gate of Heav-
en Basilica, Rome, Italy from 6-8 June. The 
purpose of the performance, said Fr. Alvaro 
Ciccotti, organizer of the event, was to “focus 
the public’s attention on every aspect of sa-
cred music, underscoring its beauty and in-
trinsic value as an expression of the human 
being’s transparency before God.”

Carlo Maria Martini  
International Award

The Carlo Maria 
Martini Foun-
dation, set up 
through the ini-
tiative of the 
Jesuit Province 
of Italy with the 
participation of 

the Archdiocese of Milan, is promoting its 
second edition of the Carlo Maria Martini In-
ternational Award, launched in 2013 by the 
Archdiocese of Milan with the intention of re-
membering the person and works of the Car-
dinal and keeping alive the spirit that inspired 
his efforts. Called “a prophet and a man of 
discernment and peace” and “a father for the 
whole Church,” by Pope Francis, Cardinal 
Martini, with his love for Scripture and his ex-
traordinary capacity for listening, questioning 
and dialogue, has become a spiritual and 
cultural reference point for people through-
out the world. Among the new elements of 
this year’s competition: the expansion of its 
international dimension with the admission of 
four languages (Italian, French, English and 
Spanish); the introduction of a new section 
dedicated to pastoral experiences and proj-

ects inspired by the Cardinal’s style; and fi-
nally, the choice to confer the award on orig-
inal new works.

Window on the World
A May of Books

Italy celebrated 
its fourth edi-
tion of A May of 
Books–a nation-
al campaign to 
promote read-
ing held in con-

comitance with World Book Day, which is 
sponsored by UNESCO. Promoted by the 
National Center for Books and Reading in 
collaboration with the Italian Publishing As-
sociation, the purpose of the event is to un-
derscore the importance of reading: a key el-
ement in personal, cultural and civic growth.

Nagasaki: 
Rediscovering Christians  
via the oratio.jp Website

The civil prefecture of Nagasaki has set 
up a website called oratio.jp that presents 
the history and traditions of the Catholics of 
this region of Japan. The decision of the lo-
cal government to help people get to know 
the region’s Christian sites has nothing to do 
with faith but it is an excellent chance to fur-
ther the work of evangelization in Japan. As 
Bishop Joseph Mitsuaki Takami, Archbishop 
of Nagasaki, said: “It was a [political] choice 
based on economics, but the Church can 
use it as a new opportunity for evangeliza-
tion.” For now, the content of the new web-
site is only available in Japanese but soon it 
will also be available in English and Korean. 
The goal of the website is to obtain UNES-
CO’s recognition of the churches and castles 
built between the 16th and 19th centuries in 
the Nagasaki region as “world heritage sites” 
in 2016. One of the proposed sites is Oura 
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Cathedral, the church in which the “hidden 
followers” of Christ who had survived reli-
gious persecution by the government “reap-
peared.”

Window  
on Communications
A Vietnamese priest on the list of  
100 Information Heroes

The Redemptorist Viet-
namese priest, Fr. An-
ton Ngoc Than, who 
works with Vietnam 
Redemptorist News, 
a Catholic news ser-
vice, was included on 
the list of 100 Informa-
tion Heroes. This list 

was drawn up by the organization Report-
ers without Frontiers, on the World Day for 
Freedom of the Press. This is a recognition 
of Fr. Anton’s courageous work which helps 
to promote freedom by “seeking, receiving 
and diffusing information and ideas through 
every means without regard to frontiers,” as 
defined in Article 19 of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights. 

Homage to Lech Walesa

At the venerable age of 
88, Poland’s most promi-
nent film director, Andrzej 
Wajda, continues to be-
lieve that the cinema is a 
privileged place in which 
history and news, mem-
ories and indictments, 
can blend together in 
a stimulating, incisive 

and timely way. Active in the cinema indus-
try since 1954, Wajda’s latest film, Walesa: 
Man of Hope, is a tribute to Lech Walesa, 
who guided Poland’s transition to democra-
cy and openness to Western Europe. Such a 
prominent figure should not need further in-
troduction to the public, but Wajda’s purpose 
in making this film was to present a portrait 
of Walesa that would help people come to 
know him in a new way–not only the politi-
cal and social aspects of his life, but also his 
spiritual and human features–so as to sketch 
out an inspiring circle of dedication, passion 
and solidarity.

TAIWAN
Lectio Divina via Films

The Daughters of St. Paul of Taipei held a 
formation meeting in Sacred Heart Parish, 
Balishian, on the theme, Spiritual Experience 
Through Films. Taking as her starting point 
the Lectio Divina, our Singaporean Junior, Sr. 
Lynette Chan, explained how to carry out this 
form of prayer with films, which can be instru-
ments of evangelization and ways to teach 
values. The encounter, which was deeply ap-
preciated by the participants, also helped them 
get to know various aspects of the Pauline 
mission.

BRAZIL
City Streets Speak  

about the FSPs

In many cities around the world, streets are of-
ten named in commemoration of specific per-
sons or events. This form of public recognition 
is particularly true of the Pauline Family in Bra-
zil, where 11 streets bear names associated 
with our Family. In fact:
6 	 streets bear the name via Tiago Alberione 

(James Alberione Street)
3 	 are named via das Irmas Paulinas 
	 (Sisters of St. Paul Street)
1 	 is called Sr. Thecla Merlo Street
	 and 1 is known as Sr. Dolores Baldi Street 

(Sr. Addolorata Baldi was the first FSP mis-
sionary to Brazil).

In this year in which we are celebrating the 
Centenary of Foundation of the Pauline Fam-
ily, the FSPs of Brazil are zealously working 
to increase the number of streets named after 
members of the Congregation dear to them.
Anyone interested in finding out where the 
above-named streets are located can consult 
Google Maps.
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Daughters of St. Paul
Sr.  M. Noemi Beda Bendoy, age 71 - 22.04.2014 - Pasay City, Philippines
Sr. Rosa Maria Rosalinda Bice Munari, age 81 - 23.04.2014 – Albano GA, Italy
Sr. M. Irene Ida Conti, age 101 - 01.05.2014 - Rome AP, Italy
Sr. M. Aloisia Maria Bortoletto, age 89 - 02.05.2014 - Albano, Italy
Sr. M. Raffaella Shizuko Yamashita, age 81 - 04.05.2014 - Hiratsuka, Japan
Sr. Myriam Teresita Teresa Nelly Corbalan, age 81 - 08.05.2014 - Buenos Aires, Argentina
Sr. Luisa Agnese Perinot, age 94 - 23.05.2014 - Rome AP, Italy
Sr. Olimpia M. Lina Navelli, age 77 - 27.05.2014 - Albano, Italy
Sr. Renata Maria Correggioli, age 88 - 26.06.2014 - Albano, Italy
Sr. Oliva Farronato, age 86 - 30.06.2014 - Albano GA, Italy
Sr. Maria Pacis Osako Nagahashi, age 87 - 06.07.2014 Hiratsuka, Japan

Parents of our Sisters
Sr. Annamaria Gasser (Mother, Maria) of the Generalate community, Italy
Sr. Mary Leonora Wilson (Mother, Leonora) of the Boston community, USA
Sr. Mary Damien Vieira (Father, Lawrence) of the Generalate community, Italy
Sr. Carmita Santana Lima (Mother, Maria) of the São Paulo community, Brazil
Sr. Maria Guadalupe Vidales Gonzalez (Mother, Araceli) of the Monterrey community, Mexico
Sr. Carmencita Garcia (Father, Jesus) of the Generalate community, Italy
Sr. Angela Amaechi (Mother, Lolo Louisa) of the Abuja community, Nigeria
Sr. Paola Kyi Young Lee (Father, Sang Nam) of the Generalate community, Italy
Sr. Aimée Musenga Zango (Mother, Marie) of the Kinshasa CD community, Congo

Pauline Family
Fr. Aldo Stefano Bertolotti, ssp, age 91 - 10.04.2014 - Genoa, Italy
Fr. Keikichi Luca Kuwajima, ssp, age 91 - 22.04.2014 - Tokyo, Japan
Sr. M. Francisca Maria Marchegiani, pddm, age 95 - 26.04.2014 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Br. Giuseppe Marcello Magro, ssp, age 86 - 01.05.2014 - Alba, Italy
Sr. M. Aurora Maria Scellato, pddm, age 85 - 05.05.2014 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Fr. Giacomo Ilario Corrà, ssp, age 90 - 12.05.2014 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Sr. Maria Veronica Magarotto, sjbp, age 95 - 05.06.2014 - Negrar, Italy
Sr. M. Paul Helene Marie O’Brien, pddm, age 79 - 15.06.2014 - Dublin, Ireland

“I am the resurrection 
and the life.  
The ones who believe  
in me will live,  
even though they die.
John 11:25
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