
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dearest Sisters, 
 In the midst of our preparations for Christmas, God the Father visited the Hanwa-Senboku Hos-
pital of Osaka, Japan at about 3:30 this morning (local time) to call to his kingdom of light and peace 
our sister: 

YAMAGUCHI YOKO – SR. MARIA NAZARENA 
born in Kyoto, Japan on 13 June 1928. 

 The last twenty years of this dear sister’s life were wrapped in mystery: suffering from Alz-
heimer’s disease since 1993, she accepted her steadily-worsening situation serenely and silently. Because 
of the gravity of her condition, she was admitted to the Shyonan health-care facility in Kanagawa province 
in 1999. In 2002 she was transferred to the Himeji (Hyogo) assisted-living community, where she was 
able to share her life and sufferings with another seriously ill Daughter of St. Paul, Sr. Fiorenza Fukuoka. 
In 2007, Sr. M. Nazarena was transferred to yet another health-care facility, this time in Osaka. A few days 
ago, a severe case of pneumonia made it necessary for her to be hospitalized and early this morning she 
passed to eternity. Like Jesus on the cross, Sr. M. Nazarena could also say, “It is finished.” In fact, she was 
truly able to identify with our crucified Savior, offering her life as a pleasing perfume to him for the bene-
fit of many people, whose names and faces have finally been revealed to her in heaven. 
 During the long years of her illness, Sr. M. Nazarenza witnessed to the presence of Jesus, who 
progressively grew in her. Her silence, her smile and her goodness were all a very effective form of 
evangelization, revealing God to all her caregivers. Whenever the sisters of the province would visit Sr. 
M. Nazarena, they never failed to thank the doctors and nurses who took care of her and they always 
received the reply: “It is we who receive comfort and assistance from her.” 
 After finishing her professional studies, Sr. M. Nazarena entered the Congregation in the commu-
nity of Tokyo on 24 September 1951. In 1954 she was sent to Rome to study Italian and make her noviti-
ate, which concluded with her first profession on 19 March 1956. She was then inserted into the group of 
students in the Via Antonino Pio community, where she completed her studies in philosophy and theology. 
In 1961 Sr. M. Nazarena returned to Japan, where she carried out the service of vocation mistress in To-
kyo. Afterward, she was appointed superior of the community of Fukuoka and then Osaka, following 
which she spent several years in Nagasaki. In 1976 she was sent to the Philippines to learn English and 
carry out the radio apostolate as a member of the Radio Veritas team. Returning to Japan, she worked in 
the Catechetical Office, the Religious Articles Center, the stock room and the book center successively, 
living her Pauline vocation in a spirit of joy and gratitude to God. In 1985, she wrote to the Superior Gen-
eral: “Heartfelt thanks to you as I renew my yes to the Lord by living our new Constitutions, which are 
splendid! Please pray that I will live them with responsibility and love, in the spirit of the Pact.” 
 Twenty years ago, while stationed in Hiratsuka, Sr. M. Nazarena was diagnosed as suffering 
from Alzheimer’s disease, a malady that progressively decreased her ability to communicate. Upon the 
renewal of her vows in 1959, she had written: “I am convinced that it is only in this Congregation that I 
will receive the graces I need to become a saint and participate in the redemption of Jesus Christ.” We 
are sure that at that moment she could never have imagined how intimately she would be called to share 
the passion of Jesus, embraced for the salvation of many people. 
 We thank Sr. M. Nazarena for her life, generously offered to God in collaboration with his mys-
terious will, and we entrust to her all the needs of our Japanese Province at this particular time in its his-
tory. May the Lord continue to reveal his love and fidelity, “loosening our tongues” and rousing us to 
wonder and praise for his salvation, which is renewed for us day after day, enabling us to be continually 
reborn.  Affectionately, 
 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Superior General  

Rome, 23 December 2013 


