
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

At about 6:15 p.m. today, Christ the Master visited our James Alberione community, Albano, 

Italy, to call to eternal communion and intimacy with himself our sister: 

VOLPE PASQUALINA – SR. MARIA IMELDA 

born in Castrofilippo (Agrigento), Italy on 9 April 1928. 

Sr. M. Imelda entered the Congregation in the community of Alba on 2 November 1945 at the 

age of 17. After a period of formation, she carried out capillary and collective diffusion in Novara. 

She was sent to Rome for her novitiate, which concluded with her first profession on 19 March 1950. 

As a young professed sister, she carried out with great love the book center apostolate for 15 

consecutive years in the communities of Palermo, Bari, Cagliari and Aquila. Those years were marked by 

the password ever onward! Ever onward “so as to keep the good color of the Pauline spirit…so as to be 

decisively Pauline, unconditionally Pauline!”(FSP53, p. 499) These words of the Founder resonated pro-

foundly in Sr. M. Imelda’s heart and with great simplicity she strove to put them into practice. 

In 1965, she was assigned to the Via Antonino Pio community, Rome, where she worked first 

in the provincial secretary’s office and afterward, for many years, in the secretary’s office of the 

catechetical sector. Her diligent and attentive presence and service was providential for the FSPs who 

spent long hours in that department, writing catechism texts and study aids. 

An expert typist, Sr. M. Imelda gave her all to preparing for printing the various articles and 

texts produced by the sisters and their collaborators in the Pauline Catechetical Center. In the silence 

of her office, she was a precious witness to the Vatican II spirit of renewal and to the journey of 

catechesis in Italy, which was also fostered by the Pauline magazines “Parish Catechesis” and “Way, 

Truth, Life.” In addition to typing manuscripts, Sr. M. Imelda took care of the community library, 

which she considered to be an effective instrument for the cultural formations of the FSPs. She carried 

out this behind-the-scenes service up until 2013, when declining health made it necessary for her to 

be transferred to the James Alberione community, Albano. 

On the 60th anniversary of her religious profession, she summed up her Pauline life with the 

words: “They were years of intense prayer, silence, joy, sacrifice and poverty–all offered to the Lord 

for his glory and the good of humanity.” 

A few weeks ago, the nurses of the James Alberione community noticed a sharp decline in Sr. 

M. Imelda’s physical condition, marked in particular by great difficulty swallowing. But as her vital-

ity ebbed, her sweetness and surrender into the hands of the Father increased. She prepared for her 

meeting with God the Father by receiving the sacrament of the infirm, during which the Lord, the 

Good Samaritan, took her by the hand and purified her from every stain, anointing her with the oil of 

salvation and the wine of joy and love. 

Sr. M. Imelda was called to heaven at the end of our International Encounter on the Aposto-

late-Economy–an event during which the participants reflected at length on the catechetical vocation 

of the Daughters of St. Paul. Now that our sister is rejoicing in the presence of the Lord, let us entrust 

to her all the hopes that flowered in this Encounter, asking that the “grace of our vocation” will con-

tinue to work through our weakness and bear abundant fruit. 

Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 8 October 2018            Superior General 


