
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At about 2:00 p.m. local time, one of the sisters in our Mumbai, India community was called to 
eternal life: 

VAZ LAETICIA – SR. MARY IMMACULATA 
born in Dohad, India on 25 October 1932. 

 Sr. M. Immaculata was ready to make the trip to the “other shore.” Among the clothes she had 
carefully prepared for her funeral, her sisters also found a note dated 29 June 2007. It reads: “I want to 
express my desire to be buried in the ground because the Lord said, ‘You are dust and to dust you shall 
return.’ I have always loved my Congregation and I have felt myself loved in return in spite of my infi-
delity. I thank every sister for all the good I have received.” 
 A heartfelt “thank you” is the most beautiful response we can offer Sr. M. Immaculata, a very 
good and dear sister who gave herself gratuitously, joyously and generously to everyone, ready to serve 
them at all times and in all ways. 
 She entered the Congregation in Ville Parle (Mumbai), the first residence of our sisters in India, 
on 2 May 1954. She shared in the difficult beginnings of our Institute in this country, willingly bearing 
the sacrifices and sharing the apostolic enthusiasm of our missionary sisters and first Indian vocations. 
During her period of formation, she carried out diffusion to the families inthe 32 parishes of the Mumbai 
Archdiocese, disseminating Bibles, catechisms and Marian books. 
 She made her novitiate in Mumbai, concluding it with her first profession on 8 December 1957. 
Sr. M. Immaculata was one of the first Indian professed FSPs and our sisters consider her a true pioneer, 
a sister who dedicated herself with great love to the expansion of the Pauline mission and the opening of 
several communities. She was first sent to the state of Panjim to begin the apostolate there. On 15 Sep-
tember 1964, she opened the community of Goa and became its first superior. But her good heart want-
ed to make an even more complete donation to God so in 1965 she was called to Italy by the Superior 
General and inserted into our Albano community, where she took care of the sick. 
 Upon her return to India, she was asked to open a community in Mangalore and serve as its first 
superior. The date was 16 June 1969. Once the community was running smoothly, she spent a short time 
in Mumbai and then was appointed superior of New Delhi. But God is full of surprises and in 1980 Sr. 
Immaculata was asked to return to Albano so as to make the most of the nursing degree she had ob-
tained during her previous sojourn there. She worked for more than 20 years in the surgical ward, offer-
ing the Lord and the hospital’s patients the wealth of her training and gifts. A quiet, humble person, she 
dedicated herself without limits to the needy, especially Daughters of St. Paul who were hospitalized at 
Albano for long or short periods of time. Sr. M. Immaculata always appeared at just the right moment to 
carry out the most demanding and fatiguing services or to spend entire nights at the bedside of our sick 
sisters–a fact that earned her the nickname, “night angel.” When it was necessary for her to withdraw 
from work in the hospital proper, she offered her services in the community’s sewing room and San 
Raffaele wing, where she was always dreaming up new and creative ways to assist the sick and elderly 
FSPs who resided there. With a warm and gentle smile, she joyfully welcomed the many Daughters of 
St. Paul who visited Albano, especially those from other countries. 
 About 5 years ago, Sr. M. Immaculata’s health began to decline as a result of Vaquez disease, a 
rare blood disorder that can provoke thromboses, accompanied by severe pain. Serenely accepting this 
trial, she requested permission to spend the last years of her life in her own country. 
 Sr. M. Immaculata returned to India in August of 2009. Day by day her already petite form 
seemed to grow even smaller as the vital flame within her slowly burned down. Then, just a few months 
ago, it was discovered that she was also suffering from a brain tumor that quickly deprived her of speech 
and sapped her remaining energy. Sr. Immaculata spent the last days of her life in a coma, waiting for 
the call of her Lord and Master, the lifelong center of her life and love.  

Affectionately, 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Rome, 9 March 2013 Vicar General 


