
 
 

 
 
   

 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At about 11:00 p.m. last night, the Divine Master visited our community of Alba, Italy to call to 
himself one of our sisters who had lived almost her entire Pauline life there: 

TONI MARIA – SR. MARIA LILIANA 
born in Prignano sul Secchia (Modena), Italy on 4 December 1913. 

 The story of this dear sister, who crossed the threshold of a hundred years of life vigorously and en-
thusiastically, is very simple and straightforward: she entered the Congregation in Alba on 27 Oct. 1927 at 
the age of 14, when the Institute had not yet officially received ecclesiastical approval. She spent her period 
of formation in the Motherhouse, sharing with the sisters the joys and sacrifices of the beginnings. In 1935 
she was sent to Reggio Emilia, where she spent the next two years disseminating the Word of God to fami-
lies and collectivities. After that, she returned to Alba to make her novitiate, which concluded with her first 
profession on 15 January 1939. As a young professed, Sr. Liliana worked in the shipping department of Alba 
and went on to spend the rest of her life in this community, except for 2 years in Domodossola, where she 
worked in the book center. 
 All the sisters fondly remember this small, slender, strong-willed person and they never fail to men-
tion the care and attention with which she carried out the service of receptionist and doorkeeper for more 
than 30 years in the Motherhouse. Sr. Liliana considered this service to be her particular apostolate in the 
Congregation and she sought to carry it out in the best way possible, convinced that it was her way of con-
tributing to the spread of the Gospel. Her petite physique and shyness made her feel “unworthy and full of 
shortcomings in the face of the marvels and beauty of the Pauline apostolate,” as she expressed it. She also 
wrote: “I feel very small and poor, but the Lord has enabled me to be faithful to my call and I trust in his 
great love…. I am incapable of doing many things, but I hope I have lived according to his will. I am striving 
to do so with all my heart, trusting in his goodness and in the help of the Apostle Paul.” 
 In her many hand-written messages, Sr. Liliana repeated over and over again that she felt the need to 
live with greater faith, especially as she approached the end of her life. Her deepest worry was that she had 
not carried out the apostolate of social communications sufficiently: “Since I have spent my life here in the 
Motherhouse,” she wrote, “I was not involved in the direct apostolate but I have never been without work 
and the important thing is that I have always tried to do everything with an apostolic spirit. I have always 
fulfilled my responsibilities very willingly….” Sr. Liliana helped out with various community services 
whenever there was need, especially in the refectory and sewing room. She fondly recalled collaborating 
with her dear friend, Sr. Candida, in putting the final touches on the habits the latter sewed for Vestitions. 
 Sr. Liliana was a person one could trust completely. She lived almost our entire Pauline history in 
silence, self-offering, a spirit of atonement and great fidelity. She celebrated her 100th birthday in an attitude 
of praise and thanksgiving to God for everything he had accomplished in and through her. She had deeply 
assimilated the thought of the Founder, especially concerning the importance of the interior life, right inten-
tion as a way of glorifying the Father, and the complete offering of oneself to him through religious conse-
cration. Sr. Liliana lived her Pauline consecration to the full, making a gift of herself to God faithfully and 
heroically day after day through her daily duties, which consisted in carrying out a behind-the-scenes aposto-
late that was often not well understood. She lived in Alba but she carried in her heart the needs of the world 
and Congregation. She rejoiced when from her place behind the reception desk she could welcome to the 
community sisters from every part of the globe, aware that in the thought of the Founder our FSP Mother-
house was meant to be “a center of light, truth, virtue and prayer.” With her simplicity and faith, she also 
helped to make it a place of welcome, simplicity and love. 
 About 20 days ago, Sr. Liliana fell and broke her leg and from that point on her physical condition 
steadily deteriorated. We want to offer a warm and loving farewell to this small but “big” sister of ours, in 
whom the Lord manifested the mysteries of his Kingdom. 
 Affectionately, 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Superior General  

Rome 16 July 2014 


