
 
 

 
 

Dearest Sisters, 
We received the news that last night, at 11:15, in the Intensive Care Unit of the “Hospital of the 

Nations” (“das Nações”) in Curitiba, the Father called our sister to contemplate him forever: 

TAKEDA KINUKO Sr CECILIA 
Born in Igaparava (Ribeirao Preto – Brazil) on March 15, 1934 

Beginning in the month of July, Sr. Cecilia’s physical condition kept worsening due to serious 
heart dilation, followed by kidney failure that blocked her vital organs. She went through several 
hospitalizations in the hope of unblocking the kidneys; and in order to improve her breathing, she had a 
temporary tracheotomy. However, by now, Sr. Cecilia was ready to meet her Master.  

She was of Japanese origin, and from her people she inherited a character that was courteous, 
obliging, and even gentle. She also had a capacity for unceasing self-giving in silence and hiddenness, a 
sense of gratuitousness in giving of herself, and a deep spirit of prayer. She entered the Congregation in 
the house of São Paulo, on November 12, 1951. In this community, she went through her initial 
formation and novitiate, at the end of which she made her first profession, on March 19, 1956.  

As a young professed, she dedicated herself to the work in the sewing room. She also did some 
teaching, and put into good practice what she had learned in secondary school, and in the three years of 
education at the College of Mother Cabrini. For about seven years, she carried out the service of 
formator. Then, after some time spent in individual and collective diffusion in the community of Porto 
Alegre, Sr. Cecilia dedicated herself, with seriousness and competence, to administrative duties. At first, 
she worked in the treasurer’s office in Curitiba, then in the storeroom of Cidade Regina (São Paulo), and 
afterwards in the provincial administration offices, which were located in the provincial house, then 
moved to the house of Domingo de Morais (São Paulo). 

In the year 2005, she moved back to the community of Cidade Regina and the year after to 
Curitiba, in order to perform those tasks that were compatible with her ever more precarious physical 
condition.  

Sr. Cecilia was a convinced Pauline, happy in her own vocation. In 1972, she had made known 
her availability to leave as a missionary to China. At that time, she wrote to the then superior general, Sr. 
Ignazia Balla: “I have been in the Congregation for almost twenty-two years, and I have always been 
very happy and very grateful to God for the gift of my vocation. To be honest, I never thought about the 
missions, but now, I can’t explain why, I feel urged to offer myself. I know that I do not have the 
required qualities, and as a result, I feel humiliated to ask. I had thought to keep this appeal within my 
heart, but then I decided to write, in the certainty that the superiors will know how to interpret the will 
of God for me.”  

In 1975, she wrote to the superior general, expressing the desire to be faithful to the call she had 
received: “If I was to be born again, my choice would be the same because I have never repented of 
responding to this call. I thank the Lord who never permitted that I should have doubts in following him, 
even though I did not lack sufferings due to my limitations. I sincerely thank the Congregation for 
accepting me, and my superiors for having formed me, and having understood me. And precisely due to 
this great understanding, I have felt much interior freedom, and I have experienced that the 
Congregation is a mother and God is a Father. …I am certain that God and the Congregation love me, 
and this is a source of peace and serenity, even in the midst of sacrifices and renunciations. I am very 
happy. I pray and sacrifice myself for the perseverance of vocations, and that the Congregation may be 
what it should be. For this, I have offered my very life.” 

Sr. Cecilia spent her last breath and gave herself totally to the Father, going forth in joy to meet 
him on the very first day of Advent. It became for her the favorable time to awake from sleep and to be 
clothed forever in the light. 

With affection,   
Sr Anna Maria Parenzan 
    superiora generale 

Rome, December 2, 2013 


