
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At a little after 5:00 p.m. on this first day of May, the Queen of Apostles visited our Divine 

Providence community of Alba, Italy to lead home to heaven our sister: 

SARTORATO SANTA – SR. MAURIZIA 

born in Arre (Padua), Italy on 22 June 1917. 

 When Sr. Maurizia celebrated her 70th anniversary of religious profession last year, she wrote: “I 

feel completely fulfilled as a woman and as a religious. This is a great gift from my sweetest Jesus, who 

has constantly taught and accompanied me on my pilgrimage here on earth. I don’t remember the many 

sacrifices of those first years in the Institute because the Lord worked marvels of grace.” In fact, the en-

tire life of this dear sister was a “marvel of grace” because at every stage of her life she witnessed to 

great freshness of heart and intense apostolic creativity. 

 Sr. Maurizia entered the Congregation in the community of Alba on 8 Dec. 1933. She made her 

novitiate in Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 20 January 1938. In the Introduction to the 

prayer booklet she prepared for her 70th anniversary of profession, she defined her vocation as “a life 

among the Daughters of St. Paul centered on Jesus Master Way, Truth and Life, so as to make him 

known, loved and invoked by everyone through the most rapid and effective instruments of communica-

tion.” And in actual fact, the goal of Sr. Maurizia’s life was to proclaim Jesus Master through the propa-

ganda apostolate that she carried out in Pavia, Rovigo and Naples, and then through her work in the 

book centers of Trent, Trieste, Messina, Matera, Piacenza, Rome and Verona. She was also a tireless 

apostle when, in Trapani, she carried out the service of local superior and later, during her senior years, 

when she served as cook in the communities of Verona, Turin, Alba, Rome and Trieste successively. 

 But the initiative that most greatly highlights Sr. Maurizia’s great faith and tenacity was the one 

she launched in Trieste in 1955 and then continued in Trapani. Gifted with great creativity and the abil-

ity to speak very persuasively, Sr. Maurizia succeeded in initiating a “Children’s Film Festival” in a 

large movie theater in Trieste where, every Thursday, school children could watch an educational and 

formative movie shown especially for them. In her memoirs, Sr. Maurizia says that it was not easy to 

concretize this project, which was beset by many economic and bureaucratic problems, as well as by 

first the opposition and then the competition of other movie houses. But in the end the initiative suc-

ceeded far beyond her hopes. A journalist who wrote an article on it said that the secret of its success lay 

behind the scenes, in “selfless women religious who are competent in the field of the cinema and who 

spend many hours in prayer.” He said this was what gave thrust to an apostolic initiative aimed at the 

education of youth, and we know that Sr. Maurizia was the heart and soul of this project. 

 Even in old age, she never tired of telling her superiors about her many ideas for fostering voca-

tion work, the apostolate, work with the laity, the Pauline Cooperators, etc. Whether in the book center 

or in the kitchen, she lived every congregational event as if she were personally and directly involved, 

offering every activity the collaboration of both her suggestions and her prayers. 

 Up until last year, Sr. Maurizia was a member of the Trieste community but when it was discov-

ered that she was suffering from cancer already in its advanced stages, she was transferred to Alba. 

There, up until the end of her life, she offered her sufferings for the fecundity of the apostolate, concre-

tizing the prayer she herself had composed: “Holy Virgin, help me to silently adore God and to listen to 

the voice of his Spirit. Strengthen my faith and help me to see the will of God in everything that hap-

pens.” 

 Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 1 May 2009            Vicar General 


