
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Dearest Sisters, 

In union with the sisters of our Colombia-Ecuador Province, we contemplate the plan of God the Father 
who, at about 9:10 p.m. today (local time), called to himself one of our sisters, who was hospitalized at the 
Clinica del Caribe in Barranquilla, Colombia: 

RESTREPO TOBÓN – SR. LUZ MERY DEL SOCORRO 
born in La Ceja (Antioquia), Colombia on 1 November 1959. 

Sr. Luz Mery entered the Congregation in the community of Bogotà on 25 January 1979. She underwent 
her initial formation and novitiate in that community, concluding this stage of her Pauline life with her first 
profession on 25 March 1983. 

As a young professed, she first worked in the Cucuta book center and in the Catechetical Office of 
Bogotà, and then attended Ad Santos Tomas University, where she received a License in Philosophy and 
Literature. She put her studies to excellent use by becoming a skilled proof-reader, editor and writer. 

From the beginning of her vocational journey, Sr. Luz Mery’s superiors recognized her great generosity 
and also her deep sense of responsibility and love for the Pauline vocation. She was truly a sister who was an 
expert in communion and love. Because of her training but above all because of her strong sense of 
belonging to the Institute and the trust she inspired in the sisters, Sr. Luz Mery was continually asked to carry 
out governing services and other roles of responsibility in the province, especially in the area of formation. 

From 1990 up until two years ago, she carried out for 7 non-consecutive mandates the service of provincial 
councilor for either formation or spirituality. For about 12 years, she also served as provincial secretary. And in 
the intervals between one term of office and another in the provincial government, she served as superior of 
Bogotà’s large Orquideas community. One of her many contributions to the province was the Vivir e Comunicar 
Project, which for many years accompanied the ongoing formation of the circumscription’s communities in a 
systematic way. We also recall her collaboration in drawing up the province’s formation project and animating it. 
In 2014 she was appointed Mistress of Juniors on the provincial level. But during her last governing mandate, 
which began in 2017 and in which she also served as vicar, Sr. Luz Mery felt the need to resign her office and ask 
for a leave of absence from the community for serious family reasons. 

In her letter requesting an extension of her absence, she wrote: “I gave the best of myself to the 
community. I love my vocation and the Pauline charism and am truly happy with it. But now I feel that the 
Lord is calling me to a particular mission with my dear ones. I am trying to live with faith, hope and joy this 
unique moment in my life. I embrace it as a new way of telling the Lord that I love him, that I love my 
vocation and that I want to utilize from the depths of my heart this experience for the benefit of the 
Congregation, which I will always love and in which I have lived the major part of my existence.” 

Sr. Luz Mery was loved by everyone for the great sense of responsibility with which she carried out the 
many duties assigned to her. And she was loved even more for her big heart, her sincere love for every sister 
and her syntony with the vocational values of the Congregation. She welcomed the chance to go to Rome to 
participate in a 3-month course of deeper study of the Pauline charism, and then to make a month-long 
course of spiritual exercises inspired by the Founder’s text, Donec Formetur. On the occasion of our FSP 
Centennial, she manifested the desire she carried in her heart for the Congregation’s journey with these 
words: “What is truly important is not things, activities, roles or the duties we take on…all this is fleeting. 
What remains is the love with which we live every instant and the upright attitude with which we want to 
seek God and follow Jesus on a daily basis.” These words are a synthesis of Sr. Luz Mery’s entire life. 

God’s definitive call to her was completely unexpected. A few weeks ago, on 1 November, while at home 
with her family in Barranquilla, she underwent an appendectomy. She had already returned home when another 
urgent hospitalization was required because she had developed a generalized infection provoked by a perforated 
ulcer. Sr. Luz Mery spent the last days of her life in a drug-induced coma in the intensive care unit. 

We want to entrust to this dear sister all the needs of her beloved province as we place her in the hands 
of Mary, Queen of Apostles, whom she deeply loved and who was her great inspiration and mother. May the 
words of the vocational hymn: “I want to say yes, Lord,” composed by Sr. Luz Mery herself, accompany her 
to the dwelling of eternal joy. Affectionately, 
 
 
Rome, 28 November 2019     Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 


