
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dearest Sisters, 
 At 2:00 a.m. today, March 16, 2013, in the infirmary of  “Tecla Merlo Home” in Pasay City 
(Philippines), while her relatives and the Sisters were singing hymns of praise, our sister, 

          PINEZ CECILIA - Sr. MARY AGNESINA 
 Born in Mintal (Davao) on April 1, 1940 

slept sweetly in the Lord. 
Last December 2012, Sr. Agnesina was diagnosed as sick with liver tumor, which by then had  

metastasized. The sickness which had already penetrated the bones and the lungs progressed speedily,  
causing  intense pain. But her only desire, until the last moments was to do the will of the Lord; she em-
braced the cross with love and for love. Edified by her example, the Sisters of the community wrote in 
these last days: “ May the Lord be praised for this beautiful example of abandonment to the will of God.” 

Sr. Agnesina entered in the Congregation in Pasay City, on November 11, 1959. She was imme-
diately assigned for training in the technical department wherein she became an expert. Then she was 
transferred to Lipa for the novitiate which concluded with the first profession on December 8, 1963. 
Some weeks ago, with her co-novices, she  celebrated  the soft launching of their golden jubilee of con-
secration,  anticipating it for few months. 

In 1962, she had the great gift of meeting with Maestra Tecla during the latter’s last trip to the 
Orient.  She conserved as a relic an autograph of her, inscribed in her personal diary.  On March 13, 
1962, Prima Maestra wrote therein: “ See always Jesus or the  Blessed Virgin  in the Sisters.  If she were  
present, how would you treat her? Thus should be done in order to overcome repugnances. To have the 
grace to overcome yourself, you should pray to the Blessed Mother with fervor, trust and humility. She 
will surely help you.  I pray for you, be happy and serene. Pray for me”. Surely, these words must have 
impacted the life of Sr. Agnesina who was always distinguished for her goodness, delicateness, and love 
for every Sister.  

As a young professed she dedicated herself to the  technical apostolate in Pasay, operating the 
big Heidelberg printing machine. After perpetual profession, she studied and got a care-giver certificate;  
which she put at the service of the community, at different intervals, especially in the community of Pa-
say.  From 1982 to 1986, she carried out the service of formator of the aspirants and assistant to the nov-
ices. For several years, she had given  her energies generously in the typography in Pasay, in home to 
home mission, in the bookstores of Cagayan de Oro, Davao and Iloilo. 

Above all, Sr. Agnesina, was a well-loved superior. She carried out this service  non -
consecutively in the communities  of Baguio, Cebu, Provincial House, Alberione, and Naga. Last Au-
gust, she concluded her term  as the local superior in the Provincialate community;  barely one month 
after, in September, she was already in Iloilo to put herself again with much generosity and goodness at 
the service of the community.  

In December, Sr. Agnesina returned to Pasay for medical check up which diagnosed immediate-
ly the gravity of her case. She abandoned herself serenely in the will of God and notwithstanding the 
very strong pains which gave her no respite, she spent her last days in serenity and in peace.  She was 
happy to share the sufferings of Jesus, to offer all of herself to Him, in thanksgiving for the gift of the 
Pauline vocation which had filled her whole life with joy.  Tonight had been for Sr. Agnesina an antici-
pation of the paschal night: a nuptial night, a night which gave  her salvation and  opened heaven for 
her. 
 Affectionately, 

 
Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 16 March 2013              Vicar General 


