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CALLED TO ETERNAL LIFE

dearest sisters...

with infinite tenderness. He does not promise
us material goods but the gift par excellence:
his Spirit. He does not assure us that our path
will be tranquil, but he reassures us of his
presence: “Do not be afraid. I am with you.”
The Master is with us in the beauty of our
daily life and in the challenges we face in his
name, as well as in our laborious efforts to
move ahead and decipher the future.
He is with us when our life is simple, serene
and marked by fraternal harmony, and also
during the times in which we misunderstand one another and our fraternal relations
become problematic.
He is with us as we travel the paths of the
world, carrying out the mission he entrusted
to us. He is with us as we seek to identify and
understand the needs of humanity, to embrace its sufferings, to irradiate the light of
the Gospel to everyone, especially the poor,
and to view the future with enthusiasm, enlivened by the breath of hope.
These prospects are also present in our itinerary of preparation for the 10th General
Chapter.
Dearest sisters, I want
to end this letter with
the words of Pope
Francis at his general
audience on 3 April,
since they are words
charged with the vigor of the Gospel:

With the Risen Christ
Along the Paths of thE
World
Dearest Sisters,
We are immersed in the festive climate of the
Easter Season. In a meditation he guided for
the Daughters of St. Paul in 1956, Fr. Alberione emphasized that this is “a time of special
graces, in particular, the grace of faith.” In
fact, Easter is the heart of the Christian faith
because it is a perpetual memory of the death
and resurrection of Christ. He, who is truly
risen, is in us, alongside us–a beneficent and
discreet presence, like the air we breathe.
The excerpts from the Gospel that the Liturgy proposes for our meditation in these days
are flooded with light. In his apparitions,
the risen Christ does not reveal himself with
signs of power. He is almost unrecognizable
in the garden (cf. Jn. 20:11-18). Like a humble
pilgrim, he accompanies his two confused
disciples on the road to Emmaus, where they
share the table of bread and friendship (cf.
Lk. 24:13-35). He quietly arrives in the house
in which his disciples are barricaded, without opening the doors, and proclaims peace
to them, showing them the wounds through
which love conquered death and poured itself out forever on humanity (cf. Jn. 20:19-31).
Unrecognized, he patiently waits through the
night on the lakeshore, the place of daily life,
where communion with him and docile listening to his Word reveal his love and fecundate testimony (cf. 21:1-19).

“Let us allow ourselves to be enlightened by the resurrection of Christ; let us
allow ourselves to be transformed by his
power, so that through us the signs of death
in the world will give way to signs of life!
…Witness to this certainty: the Lord is alive
and walks beside us on our journey through
life. This is your mission: be bearers of hope!
Anchor yourselves in this hope–an anchor
that is in heaven. Hold fast to the cord of
this anchor and be bearers of hope! You are
witnesses of Jesus–bear witness to the fact he
is alive! This will give everyone hope; it will
give hope to our world, which has been aged
by wars, by evil, by sin.”

In prayerful communion and affection,
Sr. M. Antonieta Bruscato
Superior General

Little by little, with the advance of the Easter
Season–that “prolonged Sunday” leading to
Pentecost–the Lord Jesus walks alongside us

Rome, 14 April 2013
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Pope as a favorable time for launching the
new release of FSP Publications, Italy: Vatican
II and Communications. The author, Fr. Dario
Edoardo Viganò, a university professor and
cinematography expert, was recently appointed by Benedict XVI as the new director of the
Vatican TV Center. Present at the book launch
was noted journalist and TV personality, Rosario Carello, who hosts the weekly religious
program, In His Image, broadcast by RAI-1.
Carello, a Pauline Cooperator, conducted a
lively interview with Fr. Viganò, exploring the
author’s reinterpretation of the Church-society relationship sketched out in his book. The
meeting between these two media professionals was dense with prophetic elements not
only for the FSPs but also for the many people who attended the book launch. Fr. Viganò
summed up the exchange of ideas with the
statement, “What remains to be done? Probably to re-think ourselves within the framework of the movement of the Spirit that characterized Vatican II and learn to listen to him
open-mindedly.”

ITALY
The Pre-Chapter Commission
Concludes Its Work

We, the members of the Commission set up
to prepare for our 10th General Chapter; carried out the third stage of our journey from
7-27 March at the Generalate in Rome. Our
task was to revise the Chapter’s Working Document (Instrumentum Laboris) in the light of the
suggestions offered us by our Provincial Chapters, Delegation Meetings and Meetings of the
communities dependent on the General Government–all of which sent in an abundance of
input that gave us the chance to reflect even
more deeply on the wealth and beauty of the
Pauline vocation. The revised document has
now been handed over to the General Government, which will examine it carefully and then
send it to the Chapter delegates.

Solidarity Festival

In these days, we also had the opportunity to
watch the live TV coverage of the election of
Pope Francis and we joined the entire Church
in rejoicing wholeheartedly over this momentous event–an experience that also helped to
enrich our reflections and journey toward the
Chapter.

Not long after Christmas, the mayor of
Castagnito (Maestra Thecla’s hometown)
visited our Motherhouse in Alba to ask if
our sisters had any socio-economic projects
in need of support that they felt would be
opportune to bring to public attention at
the Cantej’Euv Festival (an annual solidarity event that brings together 13 municipal
districts in the Cuneo province). Our sisters gladly suggested the School Project of
the Daughters of St. Paul of Nairobi, Kenya, which aims at providing textbooks for
the children of impoverished families in the
city. The result is that the proceeds of this
year’s Cantej’Euv Festival are destined for
the above-mentioned initiative. The FSPs of
Alba were delighted and deeply moved to
see the enthusiasm and solidarity expressed
by their Piedmontese brothers and sisters

The Circumscriptions

At this point, all that remains for us to do is
to thank all the Daughters of St. Paul for their
intensive labors on the draft of the Working
Document. Thank you also for your prayerful
support of our work. Very best wishes to the
Chapter delegates, who will now base their
own work on this document. Let us all remain
united in prayer for the upcoming Chapter.

The Vatican and Communications
Our St. Paul Multimedia Center, Rome,
chose precisely the
moment in which the
College of Cardinals
gathered in Vatican
City to hold its conclave to elect a new
4
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for this project. In fact, a very large number
of their co-citizens attended the concluding
day of the Festival (23 March), which was
enriched by regional cooking, traditional
music and a big parade in which more than
55 groups participated and over 6,000 people
turned out to watch.

does not tolerate any ideology contrary to the
officially established one. Permission to participate in this year’s Book Fair was granted
thanks to the organizers of the Dominican Republic’s Book Fair, who acted as intermediary
agents between our sisters and the organizers
of the Cuban Fair. The invitation to participate
in the event, which arrived at the beginning of
this year, acknowledged our Institute’s competence in both the publishing and cultural
spheres. The seed was sown! Many people expressed their joy at seeing a religious presence
in what had up to then been a strictly cultural
event. Launching out on this great “adventure,” our sisters say they could clearly see the
people’s great desire for God and his Word.
They tell us that they also shared very meaningful moments with our Pauline brothers
and the Pastorelle Sisters and that they thank
the Lord once again for gifting us with the
strong support of our Family bonds.

BRAZIL
FSPs Launch New Web Site

New Book Center in Santo Domingo
On 4 April, anniversary of the birth of Blessed
James Alberione, the FSPs of Brazil initiated
a new project: Webtvpaulinas–a TV website,
which will air programs on various subjects:
the family, catechesis, children, the Bible,
young people, music, etc. Webtv is a new
area of evangelization for our sisters and for
those who collaborate with them in the television apostolate. By means of this initiative,
they are striving to respond to Fr. Alberione’s invitation to “use the most rapid and
effective instruments to proclaim the Gospel.” The website is already functioning and
can be accessed from every part of the world:
http://www.webtvpaulinas.com.br/

A new “Caribbean wonder” has been born in
the heart of the Dominican capital thanks to
the evangelization efforts of our sisters who
live and work on this island. Located in a
huge mall, their new Book and Media Center
aspires to be a place where the power of dialogue will build bridges, the light of culture
will enrich spirits and the Gospel proposal will
change hearts. In fact, many people dropped
in to see the new Center after the local radio
station announced its opening. Our sisters’
dream has become a reality–a clear sign of the
charity that continues to offer everyone the indispensable bread of the truth.

The Circumscriptions

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Paulines at the Cuban International
Book Fair
After countless failed
attempts, the FSPs
of Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic,
finally realized their
dream to participate
in the Cuban International Book Fair. Sr. Cristina and Sr. Elisabetta
rejoiced at this opportunity to take the Word
of God to an island that had up to now denied
our Institute the chance to carry out the Pauline apostolate there because the government

PHILIPPINES
A Presence of Light
“Do whatever he tells you” (Jn. 2:5): this was
the theme of the 20th International Convention
for Singles for Christ, held in Manila’s World
5
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dict XVI’s words: “To break the bread of
the Word of God is the most beneficial and
charitable act one can perform toward one’s
neighbor.”
The initiative also offered them the opportunity to launch the circumscription’s 75th anniversary Jubilee Project in the area.

INDIA
Taking the Bible to the Heart
of Families

Trade Center this past February. The event
brought together more than 8,000 young
men and women from different countries
for three days of study, prayer, reflection
and worship. Singles for Christ is one of the
family ministries of Couples for Christ, which
offers pastoral care not only to those who
are called to marriage but also to those who
may be considering the religious or lay vocations. For the first time, the Daughters of St.
Paul were invited to participate in the Convention, offering it their presence of light by
means of a media display and the witness to
our Pauline life and mission.

The members of St. Agnes Parish, Panjim, recently participated with great enthusiasm in
a Bible Week organized by the Daughters of
St. Paul of Goa. The purpose of the week was
to help transform the families and homes of
the faithful into privileged places for listening
to and praying the Word. The various events
guided by the FSPs for different groups of parishioners offered everyone the chance to get
to know the Bible both individually and communitarianly. Our sisters also set up displays
of Bibles, books, audiovisuals and study aids
to help the people grow on the human, biblical and spiritual levels. During the Eucharistic Celebration that concluded the Week,
the participants made a pledge to read, study
and lead lives according to the Word of God.
Afterward, they thanked our sisters very sincerely for organizing such a meaningful and
enriching week for them.

Our sisters hope that many of the young
singles who participated in this event will
respond to the invitation of the Lord of the
harvest to work in his vineyard as consecrated Paulines.

The Circumscriptions

Bible Project

In response to the request of the pastor of St.
Paul the Apostle Parish, Pitogo (Quezon), the
FSP novices of Lipa and their formator, with
the assistance of some of the members of the
Pasay community, recently visited the parish
to give an initial formation on the Bible to its
lay leaders.
The young Paulines carried out intensive
animation sessions on the Bible with great
joy and creativity, mindful of Pope Bene-

KENYA
New Center of Light
A new center of Pauline light, known as Gabriella House, has been established in Nairobi’s tranquil Karen zone (named after Danish
writer Karen Blixen, who lived in that part of
the city and whose name is closely associated
with Kenya). The house, built in memory of
6
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meeting, held in the House’s conference hall,
which was decorated with panels presenting
the Pauline charism.

SPAIN
Written Words, Living Words
Joaquin Iglesia’s
book, La suave y
penetrante palabra
di Dios (The gentle
and pervasive Word
of God) was published by the Paulines (Daughters of St. Paul) and launched in
our book center of Barcelona. The Gentle and
Pervasive Word of God is an important editorial project written in a lively style that is able
to speak to the hearts of readers. These pages
were meditated on and written to accompany
Christians in their faith journey as it unfolds
in Liturgical Year C. The book is a very useful
tool for assisting the reader in understanding
one’s life in light of the Word, in discovering
that wonderful blessing that sees daily living
as the place where we meet God, and mutual
sharing as an effective style of communication. The book presentation concluded with a
concert and a welcome time of refreshments
for everyone.

Sr. Gabriella Marcazzan, a great Pauline missionary, is the new formation community of
the circumscription’s Junior professed sisters.
It is also meant to be a point of reference for
evangelization with the instruments of social communication, particularly with regard
to the students and faculties of the Catholic
University of East Africa, various Theologates
and other institutes for higher study located
in the area.
In February, Gabriella House hosted an important apostolic initiative: the launch of a
new series of books for teachers and students
on the theme of civic education. The titles
printed thus far are: Democracy and Elections;
Human Rights; Religion and Politics; Economy
and Finance. Over a hundred teachers, students, priests, religious and laity attended the

The Circumscriptions

Calendar of the General Government
3-6 April

Rome, Italy

USMI Assembly

Sr. M. Antonieta Bruscato

6-9 April

Bogota, Colombia

Visit for a specific purpose

Sr. Gabriella Santon

9-23 April

Venezuela - Puerto Rico
Dominican Republic

Visit for a specific purpose

Sr. Gabriella Santon

13-15 April

Bucharest, Romania

Visit for a specific purpose

Sr. M. Antonieta Bruscato

15 April - 10 May

Rome, Italy

Course of Deeper Reflection on the
Pauline Charism (Charism Tour)

Sr. M. Francesca Matsuoka

18-21 April

Warsaw, Poland

Visit for a specific purpose

Sr. M. Antonieta Bruscato

27-30 April

Prague, Czech Republic

Visit for a specific purpose

Sr. M. Antonieta Bruscato

3-8 May

Rome, Italy

UISG Plenary Meeting

Sr. M. Antonieta Bruscato

6-8 June

Rome, Italy

Meeting with Govenrment
of the Italian Province

General Government
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God” means to hand oneself over to him completely–a self-consignment that is continually
nourished by Revelation because we can’t believe in what we don’t know.

With bold
and prophetic faith,
we offer everyone the charity
of the truth

Primo Maestro insists strongly on what he
calls doctrinal faith, that is to say, faith as response to a revelation that one must get to
know through study, profound reflection and
investigation. This leads to trusting faith in
God and in his Word. Knowledge of the faith
introduces us to the whole mystery of salvation revealed by God. Assent to this revelation
implies freely accepting the whole mystery of
faith: not “ mystery” in the sense of something
that cannot be understood, but mystery with
regard to content. When we accept something,
it is because we understand it. The will accepts because the mind already understands.
We accept the mystery of faith because God is
its Guarantor and it is he who permits us to
understand his mystery of love, inviting us to
enter into communion with him.

(Part II)

1. [Faith] is the light that illuminates the human being’s journey to heaven. It is faith that
distinguishes the Christian from the philosopher, just as reason distinguishes human
beings from animals. The knowledge that
comes from revelation is more perfect, more
lofty and more certain than knowledge that
comes from the mind or the senses. Faith
enables us to participate in the knowledge
of God and it unites us to God. By means of
faith, the light with which God knows himself becomes our light; the knowledge of God
becomes our knowledge; his mind becomes
our mind; his life, our life. Faith is “a source
of light for the mind, strength and consolation for the will, the principle of merits for
the soul.” It increases our knowledge of God
and divine things: what God has revealed
about the mysteries of faith and his intimate
life; about our elevation in Christ; about the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit and about the
whole spiritual organism, which prompts
us to work in view of eternal life. The whole
moral life set forth in the Gospel–immensely

What is the quality of our adherence to God,
our act of belief in him as human beings? In the
past, emphasis was placed primarily on the
dimension of the truth, of knowledge, of mental adherence with regard to our response of
faith. Today, we prefer to emphasize the point
of departure, namely: “belief in.” The fundamental elements of this consist in believing in
God and in what he has revealed. Acceptance
and belief in Revelation intensifies the aspect
of personal relationship and thus our belief in
[God and in what he has revealed] is strengthened and matures. Once this step has been
taken, we can move on to testimony–to a life
truly lived in a spirit of faith.
In the book, Meditations for Every Day of the
Year, Fr. Alberione quotes the catechism formula: “Faith is the supernatural gift by means
of which we believe everything that has been
revealed.” He then repeats, “We must firmly
believe in God and in what he has revealed.”
This simple phrase says it all: “to believe in
8
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more perfect, more lofty, more extensive and
more complete than natural morality–is unveiled by Jesus Christ in his Sermon on the
Mount. It requires us to live as true adopted
children of God, which means imitating Jesus Christ.
2. Faith gives us strength and consolation: it
prompts us to reflect on our eternal reward.
St. Paul says: “All there is to come for me
now is the crown of uprightness” (2 Tm.
4:8). And: “This slight momentary affliction
is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure” (2 Co. 4:17). Faith is
a font of merit since every act of faith is already a merit. It enables us to carry out good
works with the right intention. Moreover,
faith is more meritorious the more we are
exposed to the danger of losing it.

Consequently, every Christians should ask
him/herself:

3. Faith is a gift of God, so we must ask him to
increase it. It means freely assenting to [divine] revelation and thus it involves effort
on our part. With prayer and exercise, faith
becomes more solid, more operative, more
simple, more enlightened.
Intellectual pride is the reason why many
people don’t believe or else manifest a weak,
ineffective and shaky faith when faced with
temptations or enemies. But faith can be perfected to the point that we live by it: “The
upright person will live through faith” (Hb.
10:38).

Do I have faith? Can I call myself a believer? Of
course we are believers, but what is the degree, the depth, the consistency, of my belief?
Am I trying to learn more about the truths of the
faith? How much time do I dedicate to this?
Is my faith vibrant? joyous? firm? operative?
strong? Am I ready to teach it to others? If my
faith is life-enhancing, then others will see it in
the way I behave, speak and evaluate things.
Do I take pleasure in studying the catechism and
religious subjects? If I like something, I do it.
If I don’t like it, I avoid it. This year, we are
all invited to reread the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which presents the content of our
faith. But we are also called to reread the content of our Pauline spirituality and charism,
the texts of our Founder (which contain the
foundations of our spirituality and mission),
our program of apostolic sanctification….

So how can we concretely work to increase
our faith? Through a firm commitment to
study. Fr. Alberione is a true master in this regard. He says very clearly:
According to St. Thomas, the study of religion is the most perfect, sublime, useful and
pleasurable [thing we can do].

Does this deeper study lead me to renewed commitment? humility? right intention? Fr. Alberione
has already explained what is needed to carry
out this deeper study of the faith, namely: an
attitude of humility, right intention and love
for the truth, which is love for Jesus Truth.

The most perfect because it draws us closer to
God and allows us to participate to a certain
extent in his eternal beatitude. In fact, Scripture says: “Blessed is anyone who meditates
on wisdom” (Sir. 14:20).
The most sublime because it makes a person
similar to God, who does everything out of
wisdom. Wisdom is an infinite treasure for
human beings and those who participate in
it become friends of God.

Do I want to become holy? Do I want to spend
more time reflecting on the gift of faith I have
received? The love of Christ is certainly at
work in us, opening us not only to faith but
also to a fuller expression of it in the religious
life. According to Fr. Alberione, acquiring a
systematic knowledge of the content of faith
and of the Pauline charism can help us reach
the point of “It is no longer I who live but
Christ who lives in me.”

The most useful because it ensures our eternal salvation; the desire for wisdom leads us
to heaven.
The most pleasurable because speaking about
spiritual things makes a person happy, joyful. It does not lead to bitterness. One never
tires of nourishing oneself on it. […].

Guido Gandolfo, ssp
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dy. She also said that she would set aside for
me the gift that Baby Jesus would bring me
for Christmas. Conquered by her goodness,
I returned to Susa after a brief stay with my
family.

Testimony of Sr. M. Irene Conti
FSP Centenarian
I got to know Maestra
Thecla under extraordinary circumstances
when I was nine years
old. My mother had
died and my father
wanted to entrust me to
the care of the Daughters of St. Paul, who
had opened a house in
Susa. In his letter asking if they would accept
me, my age was mistakenly listed as nineteen.
So you can imagine Maestra Thecla’s amazement when she saw a little girl standing before her. She told my father very regretfully
that I was too small to join the Susa community and he replied that he didn’t know how
he would be able to take care of me now that
my mother was dead. Deeply moved, Maestra
Thecla said that perhaps an exception could
be made, but first she would have to consult
the Founder, Fr. Alberione, whom everyone
called “The Theologian.”

In 1924, the Susa community moved back to
Alba. We, its youngest members, wondered
anxiously who our superior would be. We
fervently hoped it would be Maestra Thecla,
whose wisdom, goodness and maternal spirit
we had personally experienced. And our hope
was realized, to our great joy.
We saw Maestra Thecla as a model of profound humility. I remember two instances in
particular that illustrate this. The Alba community was growing and its problems increased proportionately. Perhaps there were
things that caused worry because once, while
the community was in the refectory, Maestra
Thecla got up and asked everyone to forgive
her for her bad example, saying that it was
her fault the Lord was denying us his heavenly grace. She did this again on her feast day.
These two acts of profound and sincere humility made the rest of us want to imitate her.
Maestra Thecla’s maternal heart prompted
her to provide each sister with what she needed. I remember that she double-checked my
personal belongings on several different occasions to make sure I was not lacking anything.
She would often ask me how I was and urge
me to be good so as to please the Lord and
also my mother, whom she said was watching
over me and protecting me from heaven.

From the very start, Maestra Thecla manifested a great love for me, filling the role of
“mother” in my life. I was a very shy child
and deeply attached to my father, but Maestra
Thecla consoled me after his departure and
did everything possible to ensure that I would
be happy with the sisters.

At the end of World War II, FSP departures
for the missions resumed. I was sent to Japan.
I had wanted to go to the missions for a long
time but I felt I lacked the preparation and the
capacities for such an assignment. I told Maestra Thecla about my fears and she encouraged
me, telling me to have great trust in the Lord.

But in spite of this, I wasn’t happy. I cried and
insisted that I wanted to see my family so for
Christmas 1922, my older brother came to
get me. Maestra Thecla was convinced that I
would not return to the community so when
we said goodbye she sent me on my way with
great goodness, love and a pocketful of can-
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Her words, spoken with great conviction, restored my peace and serenity.

of her maternal heart, which burned with the
ardent desire that we might all correspond to
the Pauline religious vocation, which is a vocation to sanctity.

The Lord was able to do wonderful things
through Maestra Thecla because she had unlimited faith and trust in him. She was a person of broad vision and her heart was as big
as the world. She wanted to reach everyone,
using the most powerful and effective means
to draw them to the Lord. She was sensitive to
the problems of society and able to read the
signs of the times, seeking to adapt new instruments to the Pauline apostolate so as to do
greater good.

MESSAGES AND GRACES
The www.paoline.org website now offers
visitors a space in which to leave messages requesting graces of Venerable Thecla
Merlo. These messages can also be posted
directly on the “Thecla Merlo” web page.
We would like to ask all those whose prayers
are answered through her intercession to
please notify one of the following:

Maestra Thecla’s last visit to Japan was an
unforgettable experience for all of us. She
told several members of the community that
she felt this would be the last time she would
see us. Our final moments with her were very
moving. We clustered around her, wanting to
kiss her hand and receive her blessing. She
climbed the stairs to the plane and waited
in the entrance until the last minute, wanting to see us for as long as possible. That last
glimpse of her made us more than ever aware

www.paoline.org
teclamerlo@paoline.org
Superiora generale
Figlie di San Paolo
Via San Giovanni Eudes, 25 – 00163

Celebrating a Century of Life
On 15 April, Sr. Irene Conti, a member of our Divine Providence community (Via Antonino Pio),
Rome celebrated her 100th birthday. With great
joy and gratitude we offer our best wishes to this
great missionary with a perpetually young heart,
recalling that in the arc of her long Pauline life she
took the Gospel to Japan, Korea, Australia, the
United States, Taiwan and Hong Kong.
Right:
Sr. Irene Conti
in Japan
with
Sr. Agnes Leto
Far right:
with
her sister,
Sr. M. Ida

Right:
Sr. Irene Conti
in Japan with
Maestra Thecla
Far right: with
Maestra Ignazia Balla
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an easy matter to recount what happened to me
in all that time: the years are too many and too
densely-packed. So I’ll just touch lightly on a few
stages of my long life that I consider particularly
significant.
What was going on in Alba back in 1931? Nothing. Or better: everything was already there, but in
seed form. You had to look at things with the eyes
of a prophet. There was the House, the Temple,
the community, our prayer life, study, school
and the apostolate (which consisted of a typography, bindery, book shop, shipping department
and circulating libraries). The Society of St. Paul
and the Daughters of St. Paul teamed up to print
and bind books. Several periodicals were already
being published: The Union of Cooperators for the
Good Press (launched in 1918); Pastoral Life (1912),
La Domenica (the Sunday Mass leaflet) and the
magazine Mother of God (1924). The Daughters
of St. Paul had already opened their first branch
houses in Salerno, Bari, Udine, Reggio Emilia,
Genoa and Palermo. Rumors that the Institute
would be making its first overseas foundation
raced through the community like wildfire and
was confirmed with the departure of a group of
FSPs for Brazil that same year (1931)….
I made my initial formation in Alba. It was a very
normal experience: everything took place in its
own time and at its own pace, with respect for
the rhythms of human development and growth.
Prayer, study, school, work in the typography and
bindery, noisy recreations and joyous feast days–
all were an integral part of our schedule. And all
those volley-ball games–how I enjoyed them!
I loved everything about the Pauline life, in spite
of its negative aspects, such as the sacrifices that
needed to be made, the poor food, the firm discipline, attacks of homesickness….
Little by little a new desire began to blossom in
me: I wanted to do what these sisters did: proclaim the Gospel, help others get to know Jesus,
go to distant mission lands. “Glory to God and
peace to all people”: those words, written in large
letters on cardboard placards and suspended all
around the house not only struck my eye; they
also began to make inroads in my heart.
Of course, Primo Maestro and Prima Maestra
Thecla were with us. They were the heart and
soul of everything–the guides of a Family that
was moving with great strides toward a future of
holiness and grace. I don’t remember having any
personal contact with them in those years.
My first personal encounter with Prima Maestra
Thecla took place in Alba during the Spring of
1935. Even though today I am nearly blind, her
lovely, welcoming personality and unforgettable
gaze are still engraved on the pupils of my eyes.
After my religious vestition, I began my apostolic
experiences. I was assigned to the writing sector
and in view of this I had the good fortune to be
sent on for higher studies in philosophy, theology
and the sacred sciences. These courses, which are

With the Eyes of a Prophet

I want to begin my story by recalling a simple
question addressed to my mother by two Daughters of St. Paul, who were visiting the families of
my hometown to spread good reading.
“How many children do you have, Ma’am?” they
asked her.
“Four,” my mother replied. “I’m preparing some
things for one of my daughters, who is going to
Correggio (a town in Reggio Emilia) to study to
be a teacher.”
“Ma’am,” they said immediately, “we too have
young girls at our Motherhouse in Alba who are
studying to be teachers.”
“Really?” my mother exclaimed. “How much do
you charge your students?”
Imagine her surprise to learn it would cost less to
study with the Daughters of St. Paul than to send
me to Correggio! So my mother said, “In that case
I’ll send my daughter to you. I’m sure you’ll give
her a better formation and she will study harder.”
Our parish priest investigated the matter and
with his support and that of the sisters I left for
Alba in January 1931, accompanied by my mother, who was very pleased at the way things had
turned out. Bright and early that morning we
crossed Piazza San Paolo (St. Paul Square) and
with great effort pushed open the massive doors
of the Temple of St. Paul, which dominates the
Square. The view that met our eyes was unforgettable. The huge church was filled with priests–
some kneeling in the pews, others celebrating
Mass at the main altar and side altars. There were
many seminarians in their cassocks, a lot of young
boys and girls, and also a lot of sisters praying….
For many years after, my mother would remind
me with deep emotion of that morning. She left
for home that evening, leaving me with the other “Immacolatine”–the group of young girls who
were studying with the Daughters of St. Paul.
I was twelve years old at that time. On 23 July
2013 I will celebrate my 94th birthday. It is not
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were inserted in the local Churches. Wherever
Prima Maestra went, she nourished the hope of
the sisters and rekindled their enthusiasm for
the Pauline life and mission. In both India and
England she told them: “Show Lorenzina many
things that she will find useful for the apostolate.” As a result of this recommendation, I was
kept busy from morning to night, while M. Thecla remained at home to speak personally with
each sister and observe how the community was
functioning.
My trip to India with Prima Maestra Thecla produced unexpected results. When Così’s lifespan
came to an end in 1962, my job as the magazine’s
director also came to an end and in giving me my
new assignment, Prima Maestra said, “I’m sending you to a place where I saw that the sisters
liked you very much. You are going to India, to
Bombay.” And in short order I was on my way.
When my temporary visa expired, Prima Maestra
wrote to the provincial superior of India, Sr. Elena Ramondetti, saying that while I was waiting
for my visa to be renewed she wanted me to help
out in some of our other communities in Asia.
This desire of Prima Maestra took me to the Philippines, Borneo, Japan and Korea…. Later, I also
had unforgettable and very enriching experiences
in the United States, England and Australia. If I
were writing my life story in book form, I would
have to dedicate at least one chapter to each country in which I was stationed–each assignment a
surprise that turned out to be a great gift of God
to me. Those many experiences are all engraved
on my heart and I revisit them often with wonder
and gratitude.
Unknown lands and cultures very different from
my own were opened to me. Above all, I came
to personally know many Daughters of St. Paul
who had previously been just names to me. It was
necessary for me to see where they lived, what
they did and the many sacrifices they made so
courageously and enthusiastically for the sake of
the Gospel….
Returning to Italy with a truckload of experiences, I had the chance to concretely compare them
with the new experiences I acquired in the two
communities in which I served as superior: Alba
and Via Antonino Pio (Rome). Both are large, vibrant and complex communities which, notwithstanding the difficulties and problems, also know
how to build up and suport their members, work
creatively and maintain an attitude “straining
forward.”
In a conversation with Sr. Filippina Busso, in
which we relived many memories that we have
in common, Sr. Filippina suddenly turned to me
and exclaimed with shining eyes, “What beautiful lives we’ve led!” Yes, Sr. Filippina, I agree
with you: what beautiful lives we’ve led in the
marvelous Pauline Family. How wonderful to be
a part of it!
Sr. Lorenzina Guidetti, fsp

still spoken about with enthusiasm and amazement within the Institute, were organized by
Primo Maestro and he himself taught us moral
theology.
To confirm that these studies were aimed at
the writing apostolate, they concluded with the
Founder’s command that we each write a book
for publication. The book I wrote was entitled,
Selected Letters of St. Francis De Sales. I sent the
manuscript to Primo Maestro for evaluation and
in response I received a note from him that read:
“From now on, never lay down your pen.” To tell
the truth, over the years I used my pen much less
than anticipated, laying it down for long periods
of time.
An initiative in which I participated for over ten
years–not full time, obviously, but nevertheless
with a full heart–was what was called “Gospel
Days” or “Feasts of the Gospel.” In collaboration
with the FSPs in the local communities, who did
the hard work of organizing these celebrations
in the parishes, I would do my part by giving
conferences and guiding encounters for various
groups of people. It was a wonderful way of proclaiming Christ the Master, Way, Truth and Life
and I hope that this initiative continues to be carried out with great enthusiasm today, in ways
suited to the times.
Christmas 1955 saw the birth of a new FSP periodical: Così. Months earlier, Primo Maestro
had summoned me and asked me to pray, think
about and prepare myself to launch a magazine
for young women. He said he was placing me in
charge of this initiative. The story of Così is worth
recounting separately, not only because it is long
but also because it is very interesting. A brief reflection: the magazine no longer exists (it ceased
publication after only 3 years) but the Founder’s
vision concerning it remains vibrant and up to
date because it is a symbol of how he viewed the
Daughters of St. Paul–at the heart of the communications apostolate, involved in the dynamics of
publishing in keeping with the times.
An account of my life as a Pauline would be
blurred, myopic and fragmented if I failed to
mention Prima Maestra Thecla–an icon of beauty and goodness whose presence permeates my
vocation story. I did not only see, greet, listen
to and speak with Prima Maestra from time to
time…. I lived with her for almost thirty years:
in Alba, from 1931-1936, and then in Rome from
1938-1962. I loved Prima Maestra very much and
she also loved me. Among my many memories
of her, I would like to mention a few privileged
moments I spent with her that fill my heart with
joy and nostalgia.
One of these was the great privilege I had of accompanying her on two trips: to England and
India. I admired Prima Maestra’s great maternal
love for each sister, her concern for the good of
the communities, her interest in their various apostolic initiatives and in the concrete way they
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the pauline family

window on the world
Credere: A New SSP Publication

PF Italy: Anniversary
of the Birth of Blessed
James Alberione

As of Sunday, 7 April
2013, Credere (“To Believe”),
the latest initiative of the
Society of St. Paul, can be
found in many Italian parishes and newsstands. The
new magazine is primarily
concerned with popular
piety: devotions, pilgrimages, feasts and processions, the Church’s
best-known and best-loved saints….

On 4 April, anniversary
of the birth of Blessed
James Alberione, the Pauline Family in Rome and
its environs gathered before the Eucharist in the
Queen of Apostles Basilica to celebrate an hour
of adoration in which
everyone thanked God
for the life of our Founder and asked his intercession for all our needs. This significant
Family reunion was presided over by Fr.
A. José Perez, ssp, postulator general of the
Pauline Family. The picture that appears on
the poster publicizing the event dates back to
the early years of our foundation.

It uses simple, everyday language to recount,
during this Year of Faith, the spiritual experiences of average people, presenting them
under three aspects: Way (dedicated to testimonies), Truth (centered on content), and Life,
which portrays the acts that characterize a believer. In addition, a detachable dossier in the
center of the magazine offers deeper theological and religious reflections on the Liturgy
of the week, including a commentary on the
Gospel of the day.

Fr. Alberione himself said of it:
“It would please me very much if you would
display and divulgate this picture because
the Eucharist and the Bible are the two great
treasures I want to leave the Daughters of St.
Paul” (Alba 1933). In fact, the Eucharist and
Bible are the light, strength and unifying center of the Pauline Family, as well as the source,
substance and object of its proclamation.

New President for USMI
On 5 April 2013,
during the 60th
National Assembly of the Union
of Women Major
Superiors of Italy (USMI), Sr. M.
Regina Cesarato,
Superior General
of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master,
was elected President of the Union, and Sr.
Marta Finotelli, Superior General of the Sisters of Jesus the Good Shepherd (Pastorelle
Sisters), was elected Vice-President.

Italy: Ninth Annual
Biblical Festival
From 31 May – 9 June 2013, Vicenza, Italy
and its outlying areas will once more host
an annual Biblical Festival organized by the
Paulines.
In keeping with the Year of Faith, the theme
of this year’s Festival will revolve around
faith and freedom, offering participants the
chance to reflect more deeply on this subject
in the light of the Scriptures. Biblical scholars, theologians, philosophers, journalists
and artists will be challenged to plunge into
the theme from its theological, cultural, social, artistic and formative aspects. As the
presidents of the Festival, Bishop Roberto
Tommasi and Fr. Ampelio Crema, ssp, say:
“The Christian idea of faith can be found in
the revelation of God in Jesus Christ–a human experience that is both individual and
social, existential and historical.”

In accepting the service, Sr. M. Regina said:
“Thank you for your trust in me! I count on
the help of the Lord and on the co-responsibility and communion of each one of you.”
We offer Sr. M. Regina and Sr. Marta our best
wishes in infusing all the creativity and holiness of the Pauline vocation into the new
service they will be rendering consecrated
life and the Church.
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ocese from 1980-2002. Purpose of the award:
“so that the figure of Cardinal Martini will
not be reduced to partial memories but will
always be welcomed and lived for its full value, namely: his extraordinary witness to the
risen Christ, the Eternal Word of the Father.”

window on the church
Pakistan: Using the New Technologies
for Evangelization

The competition for the award has two sections. Contestants can submit a written report or the presentation of an activity that
illustrates the figure and thought of Martini (first section), or else a writing or activity
that illustrates the relationship between the
Bible and various field of culture–a concern
that always guided the Cardinal’s thinking
(second section).
The award is open to Italians and foreigners
(including groups of up to 4 people) who are
18 or older at the time they submit their entry. The initiative must be presented in electronic form by 31 August 2013, the first anniversary of Cardinal Martini’s death.

During this Year of Faith, Local Churches
around the world are striving to make the
most of catechesis in the work of evangelization. In view of this, Sunday catechism
classes for children in Pakistan have taken
on an online dimension. The Archdiocese
of Karachi recently launched a new web site
(http://cssmk.org), which offers visual and
multimedia material to catechism teachers
and their students. This content, prepared
by the national catechetical office, is at the
disposition of all the parishes and dioceses
throughout the country.
Up until a short time ago, catechetical teaching instruments were limited to theatrical
performances, art, music and games. Today
this range of instruments has been expanded
thanks to the new audiovisual technologies.
Pakistani catechism teachers should find it
easy to use these new technologies in proclaiming the Faith since 70% of them are students themselves.

window on the world
South Sudan Bishop Wins UN
Peace Prize
Seventy-six year
old Paride Taban,
Bishop Emeritus
of Taban, South
Sudan, has won
the U.N. peace
prize 2013 for his
efforts to foster
reconciliation in
this conflict-torn
part of the world.
The decision was motivated by his work at
the Holy Trinity Peace Village in Kuron, in
the east of South Sudan. Founded by Bishop Taban in 2005 (the year in which civil war
ended in South Sudan), the village brings together people from different tribes and faiths
that have been in conflict for years, teaching
them how to live together in peace and use
their talents for mutual enrichment.

Carlo Maria Martini
International Award

The Sergio Vieira de Mello Prize is awarded
annually to an individual, community or institution seen as having made an exceptional
contribution to the reconciliation of communities or groups in conflict. It is conferred in
memory of Brazilian Sergio Vieira de Mello,
the U.N.’s former human rights chief, who
was killed in a bombing in Iraq in 2003.

The diocese of Milan, Italy has instituted the
Carlo Maria Martini International Award inhonor of the Archbishop who guided the di15
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are linked to poor legislation in this area,
underscoring the fact that democracies offer
better protection with regard to the freedom
to produce and circulate accurate news and
information in comparison to countries in
which human rights are often disregarded
if not suppressed. After the changes brought
about by the “Arab spring,” attempts to restore this freedom can be read as a sign of a
“return to normality.”

Global Campaign
for Education

For the first time, Reporters Without Borders
has also published an Index regarding media freedom throughout the world. This new
instrument can help to measure the overall
freedom of information worldwide and how
the world’s governments are performing
with regard to this basic right.

“Every child needs a teacher!” This is the
motto of this year’s Global Action Week,
launched by the Global Campaign for Education (GCE). The purpose of the Campaign
is to draw the attention of the media, institutional representatives and society in general
to the urgent need to provide primary school
students with a quality education. The situation is serious: today, 61 million children
do not have access to primary education and
75% of the children in poor countries might
attend school for two or three years without
learning to read or write. UNESCO says that
a million teachers are needed in Africa alone.
In fact, in seven countries of this continent
the teacher/student ratio is 1 teacher for 100
children. GCE is a civil society movement
that hopes to resolve the global education
crisis by bringing together teachers, humanitarian organizations and community groups
for the purpose of ending illiteracy for children all over the world.

WINDOW ON
COMMUNICATIONS
World Communications Day: Portals

as

Access to “Somewhere Beyond”

In the wake of Benedict XVI’s resignation
as Pope, his Message for World Communications Day 2013 (May 12), entitled, “Social
Networks: portals of truth and faith; new spaces
for evangelization,” takes on new significance,
in particular the word “portal.” In fact, the
word acquires a loftier meaning than that intended in the Message and becomes a symbol of discontinuity, a doorway to “somewhere beyond,” giving access to a higher
relationship.

Freedom of the Press
Index 2013
Reporters Without
Borders, a non-profit organization, has
published its annual Freedom of the
Press Report on 179
countries throughout the world. Democratic nations hold the
first places with regard to press freedom,
with the northern European countries of
Norway, the Netherlands and Finland topping the list, while countries with dictatorships (notably North Korea, Turkmenistan
and Eritrea) are at the bottom. Negative
trends with regard to freedom of the press

At first reading, the primary content of the
Message is the Pope’s invitation to take on
the challenge posed by the social networks
to the Church and her mission–an invitation
in continuity with his previous Messages.
Benedict XVI offers us a positive approach
to the new communications technologies, fo16
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cusing on social networks in particular since
they are making a strong impact on people’s
perceptions of themselves, of reality and of
relationships. He says that relationships in
the digital world are not only virtual but also
real because social networks are “part of the
daily experience of many people, especially the young.” They are an environment in
which people must “make an effort to be authentic” because “what we ultimately share
is our very selves.”

with others, of sharing ideas, of living authentically, of building communion.
In keeping with our charism, the FSPs and
SSPs of Italy have been collaborating with
one another since 2006 to help the general
public pay greater attention to the Pope’s
annual Message for World Communications
Day (which up to then had been notoriously
ignored by almost everyone).To achieve this
goal, all the book centers of both Institutes
combine their energy and creativity to organize and celebrate an annual “Communications Week” prior to WCD.

Benedict XVI invites us to appreciate the
potential of social networks to promote
human development and solidarity. At
the same time, he urges us to improve our
“ability to employ the new languages, not
just to keep up with the times, but in order
to communicate effectively,” combining the
written word, images and sound to involve
people emotionally and intellectually, keeping in mind the value of dialogue, reasoned
debate, logical argumentation and non-aggressive persuasion. If in the digital environment “it is easy for heated and divisive
voices to be raised,” believers should recall
that “Elijah recognized God in a still, small
voice,” not in the great and strong wind of
sensationalism.

The upshot is that each year 50 Italian cities
host a program rich in events such as meetings for various groups of people (teachers,
catechists, pastoral workers, cultural animators), as well as organize musical performances, formative encounters in the book
centers for children and teens, and moments
of relaxation and celebration–all centered on
the WCD theme.
In close connection with Communications
Week, the Paulines also hold a “Traveling
Festival” that visits a specifically-chosen diocese each year so as to make our pastoral
work in the field of communications more
concrete to the people. In agreement with the
bishop and through his diocesan communications office, the FSPs and SSPs organize
various initiatives to celebrate the always
more complex world of communications and
help the people learn to be comfortable in it.

Although this year’s Message takes a step
forward with respect to the Pope’s previous
Messages for WCD, it remains in continuity
with them. In fact, his earlier Messages acknowledged the new technologies as “a gift
for humanity” (2009) and “an indispensable
instrument” (2010) even though they “are
changing not only the way we communicate, but communication itself” (2011). Furthermore, “social networks have become the
starting point of communication for many
people who are seeking advice, ideas, information and answers. In our time, the Internet is becoming ever more a forum for
questions and answers” (2012). And in this
year’s Message the Pope notes that the social
network culture is generated by its users and
that an exchange of information can become
communication, friendship, connection and
communion.

So far, we have visited the dioceses of Salerno, Bari, Brescia, Alba, Caserta, Padua and
Caltanissetta. This year we will be traveling to Avezzano. Each year, the program
of events focuses on five communications
“paths”: the path of knowledge (the rapport
between communications and the many
forms of knowledge); the path of beauty
(manifested through the world of art); the
path of languages (via its anthropological,
technological and social aspects); the path of
solidarity (which explores forms of relating
to others through volunteer services); and
the path of togetherness (a celebration of communion–the natural fruit of profound and
genuine communication).

The World Wide Web, Twitter, Facebook,
Blogs–all these words have become a part of
our everyday vocabulary because, as Paulines, we cannot do without these resources
in carrying out our apostolate. They are not
simply a trend: they are new ways of being

Anyone who would like to know more about
Communications Week can visit our website:
www.settimanadellacomunicazione.it.
Cristina Beffa, fsp
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Revolutions in the Publishing Field

education. Radio Akicha offers them precious
support through its educational and pastoral
programs, all broadcast in the Turkana language. These programs include the reading
of Sacred Scripture, news, music, and educational programs on a wide variety of subjects,
such as the problem of domestic violence, alcoholism, the spread of HIV and AIDS, etc.

On 18 March 2013, the Third If Book Then
Conference, organized by Bookrepublic was
held in Milan, Italy. The purpose of the annual event is to try to glimpse what is in store
for the world of book publishing. Various
speakers sketched out the features of this sector, which is in a state of rapid and continual
change. Book diffusion is becoming always
more capillary, with book lovers and the general public opting more and more for e-readers and tablets. In fact the e-book market is
steadily growing, as are related areas such as
self-publishing, social reading, etc. All of this
confirms the fact that the publishing world is
in the midst of a true revolution. As well as
making an impact on book production and
distribution, the new technologies are also
strongly influencing and re-defining a whole
chain of values. But even though ways of producing and reading books are changing, it is
the figure of the publisher that is primarily
affected in that he/she must discover how
to carry out this role successfully in a world
dominated by digital giants.

In 2012, the Aid to the Church in Need Foundation, which supports the creation and development of radio and TV stations, publishing houses, Internet websites and Christian
periodicals throughout the world, donated
about 300,000 euros to media-related apostolic projects.

Generation Y:
Connected Anytime, Anywhere

The 2012 Cisco Connected World Technology
Report analyzes the habits of young adults
between the ages of 18 and 30–the so-called
Generation Y, who grew up with the new
technologies.
According to the report, commissioned by
Cisco and conducted by InsightExpress,
Gen Y’ers in every part of the world no longer consider the smartphone to be simply a
handy gadget but an instrument even more
vital to daily life than the computer.
For people born between 1980-2000, being
connected anytime, anywhere is the norm
and the smartphone is the mobile device indispensable for this. Even before breakfast.
Each morning, many check their smartphones as soon as they wake up, while still
in bed, even before their first cup of coffee.
More than 40% of them say they “would feel
anxious, like part of them were missing” if
they couldn’t do this. The majority admit
that they couldn’t even calculate how many
times a day they use their mobile devices to
check the news, their email and to contact
their friends because they do this almost unconsciously.

Spreading the Good News in the Desert

To disseminate the Gospel in desert areas inhabited by illiterate, tribal peoples: this is the
mission of Radio Akicha (which means light in
the Turkana language). The small broadcasting station, which is supported by the Pontifical Foundation Aid to the Church in Need,
broadcasts a variety of programs to the Turkana tribes living in the Lodwar diocese, located in the northwestern part of Kenya. More
than 60% of the local population consists of
nomads and shepherds without any type of
18

called to eternal life

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me lie down
in green pastures:
he lead me beside
still waters.
He restores my soul...
Psalm 23

Daughters of St. Paul
Sr. Franca Francesca Teresa Carminati, age 84 - 09.02.2013 - Alba, Italy
Sr. Pierina Maria Frepoli, age 92 - 11.02.2013 - Albano, Italy
Sr. M. Maggiorina Giacomina Luigia Almici, age 95 - 14.02.2013 - Alba, Italy
Sr. M. Lorenza Maria Angela Binni, age 86 - 02.03.2013 - Albano, Italy
Sr. M. Giacomina Rosa Monticone, age 97 - 05.03.2013 - Alba, Italy
Sr. Emma Garol, age 52 - 05.03.2013 - Melbourne, Australia
Sr. Mary Immaculata Laeticia Vaz, age 80 - 09.03.2013 - Mumbai, India
Sr. Albina Baruzzi, age 86 - 09.03.2013 - Mumbai, India
Sr. M. Agnesina Cecilia Pinez, age 72 - 16.03.2013 - Pasay City, Philippines
Sr. Ines Zuccherino, age 74 - 24.03.2013 - Alba, Italy
Sr. M. Aurelia Chieko Ebisumoto, age 78 - 07.04.2013 - Tokyo, Japan

Parents of our Sisters
Sr. M. Francisca Matsuoka (Father, Tommaso), of the Generalate community, Italy
Sr. Elvira M. De Prisco (Mother, Elvira), at home, Italy
Sr. Teresa Jeong Min Kang (Father, Simon), of the Souel-Miari community, Korea
Sr. M. Agnese Ramolo (Mother, Antonietta), of the Lima, Perù community
Sr. Dina Scognamiglio (Mother, Filomena), of the Rome (DP) community, Italy
Sr. Aida Adriano (Father, Sisinio), of the Pasay (CP) community, Philippines
Sr. Mary Jane Alibo (Father, Marcos), of the Bacolod community, Philippines
Sr. Angela Giovanna Morimoto (Father, Yuuichi), of the Tokyo, Japan community
Sr. Helena Choi Cho Hwan (Mother, Cheon Im Anna) of the Dae Jeon community, Korea
Sr. Mildred Chan (Mother, Indalecia) of the East Hawthorn, Australia community

Pauline Family
Br. Francisco Majorino Pedroso Da Silva, ssp, age 91 - 03.02.2013 - São Paulo, Brazil
Fr. Mario Marcellino Mancini, ssp, age 71 - 06.02.2013 - São Paulo, Brazil
Sr. Tecla Antonietta Mazzei, sjbp, age 93 - 17.02.2013 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Br. Chiarino Albino Rigamonti, ssp, age 81 - 26.02.2013 - Alba, Italy
Fr. Savino Angelo Marandola, ssp, age 87 - 27.02.2013 - Alba, Italy
Sr. M. Giulietta Esther Leguizamon, pddm, age 76 - 05.03.2013 - Buenos Aires, Argentina
Fr. Antonio Gregorio Pinedo Foronda, ssp, age 75 - 21.03.2013 - Madrid, Spain
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