
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dearest Sisters, 
 At about 9:30 this morning, the Divine Master visited our James Alberione community, Albano, 
Italy to lead to his eternal Paschal Feast our sister: 

MUNARI ROSALINDA BICE – SR. ROSA MARIA 
born in Casto (Brescia), Italy on 30 November 1932. 

 Several months ago, Sr. Rosa Maria’s health began to decline rapidly due to a tumor that had 
invaded her intestines and liver. She bore her illness and its consequent sufferings with great fortitude 
and a luminous smile, determined not to let her situation weigh on her sisters, even as she prepared her-
self with great care to be as beautiful as possible for the meeting with her Spouse, which was rapidly 
approaching. 
 Sr. Rosa Maria entered the Congregation in Alba, Italy on 23 September 1948. She spent the 
first years of her initial formation in Milan, carrying out capillary diffusion to families and collectivities. 
She made her novitiate in Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 19 March 1952. Ten days 
after her profession she left for Japan, where she worked as a missionary for the next 40 years. Eager to 
proclaim the Gospel to everyone through the good press, she carried out the propaganda apostolate in 
the dioceses of Tokyo, Fukuoka, Hiroshima and Sapporo, enriching this precious mission with her per-
sonal witness of life. She also served as local superior for 3 years in Kagoshima. 
 She liked to recount: “When I arrived in Japan, I didn’t know a word of the local language but 
little by little I learned it. The Lord blessed me with an abundance of consolations and graces in that 
country. Once, as I came out of an office building in Tokyo, I had the joy of hearing a man say to his 
friend: ‘These women are dedicated to God.’ Another time, again on propaganda, I had the grace of ad-
ministering the sacrament of Baptism to a Buddhist woman on the point of death. In Japan, we visited 
many non-Christian families, most of whom gave us a very warm welcome. I was always deeply struck 
by the kindness of the Japanese people. I liked visiting elementary schools with our books. Besides be-
ing a wonderful occasion to disseminate good reading, we always hoped that it would lead to some con-
versions. As to that–we’ll only know the results in heaven.” 
 In 1991, the Superior General asked Sr. Rosa Maria if she would accept a transfer to the Gen-
eralate community in Rome to take charge of our Pauline Mission Center. It was a great sacrifice for her 
to leave Japan but she generously accepted the reassignment and with great determination set about get-
ting to know the Center’s suppliers, as well as international shipping rules and regulations, so as to meet 
the many needs of our Pauline communities on all the continents. Such a universal apostolate made her 
feel that she was still an active participant in the Congregation’s mission ad gentes–a mission to which 
she had wholeheartedly dedicated her life because she deeply loved her Pauline vocation and yearned to 
help the Word of God “race ahead” to all the nations of the world. 
 Several years ago Sr. Rosa Maria asked to take a sabbatical year so as to be able to go to St. Pe-
ter’s Square more often and do some apostolic outreach among the many Japanese tourists who visited 
the Vatican, offering them the light of faith. A good-hearted person, she was very happy to see the grace 
of God at work in her and, through her, in others. She was delighted to be able to make the month-long 
course of spiritual exercises based on the text Donec Formetur, and she took every opportunity to look 
back over the notes she had taken, striving to respond to Jesus Master always more profoundly. 
 When illness knocked on her door a few years ago, Sr. Rosa Maria serenely accepted this new 
manifestation of the will of God. Although she wanted to regain her health, she wrote: “The Lord has 
given me the gift of sickness so that I can give it back to him, together with my prayers. Pray that I will 
receive the grace to go to meet him serenely and joyously.” And that is exactly how she presented her-
self to her Spouse today: as a bride ready for her eternal wedding.  

Affectionately, 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Superior General 

Rome, 23 April 2014 


