
 
 
 
 
 
Dearest Sisters, 
 
 On the Feast of the Conversion of the Apostle Paul, the Father of Lights called to himself from 
the community of Alba, our sister 

SR. MARIA ELISABETTA (RITA) MOREALE 
Born in Santa Maria La Longa (Udine) May 30, 1927 

 Her meeting with the Master and Lord, for which she had been waiting and preparing, came 
suddenly, around 6:00 this morning, after an indisposition. Sr. M. Elisabetta has been living in Alba 
since last October. She had spent almost her entire Pauline life in France, but had accepted with great 
availability and gratitude her transfer to the Mother House. She wrote to the Superior General, “I write 
to thank you for the decision to welcome me to the Mother House in order to prepare myself for the 
great Meeting…” 
 Sr. M. Elisabetta was a good sister, simple, humble, dedicated totally to the Pauline mission. She 
entered the Congregation at Alba, on September 7, 1945. After the years of her formation, on March 19, 
1948, she made her first Profession, and was immediately sent to France as a missionary. And France 
was the field of her apostolate, of her daily self-donation, and of growth in her faith and vocation. From 
the beginning she dedicated herself to collective propaganda, organizing with enthusiasm the Feasts of 
the Gospel in the 27 Dioceses for which our house of Lyons was responsible. Many Marian Days were 
organized, especially in the Marian Year of 1958. She was happy to spread devotion to the Virgin Mary.  
 With sister’s down-to-earth nature, so characteristic of the people of Friuli, her community was 
assured in her of an energetic and active presence. An experienced driver, she took care of the 
maintenance of the cars, and she could be counted on for every necessity of the house; she had a 
beautiful capacity to think of everything, and to carry out also the most fatiguing duties. 
 Sr. Elisabetta was gifted with an intelligence that was above the ordinary. She did not pursue 
higher studies, but she knew the secret of ‘studiosita’, taking advantage of every occasion to grow 
spiritually and better her preparation for the mission. She had a good grasp of the French language, and 
spoke it to perfection. She had truly become “French with the French people”. Above all she loved to 
deepen her faith, welcoming the occasions of catechetical classes that the community organized, which 
were taught by famous theologians. One of these, in fact, had given her a name “John” because of her 
contemplative gaze, and her desire to plumb the depths of the mystery of God. She was truly genuine 
with herself and her sisters, able to communicate her thoughts with serenity, even when they differed 
from those of the others. Her poverty was proverbial, a poverty inherited from her family, which she 
cultivated all her life. 
 She lived almost continually in Lyons, where, for a number of mandates, she carried out the 
office of local superior. From 1966 to 1973 she was superior of the community at Besancon. Towards 
the end of the 70’s, she requested an absence from the community to care for and assist her parents. 
These were for her difficult years, that she lived with her usual availability to God’s will. 
 She knew how to always find apostolic motivations, and as she aged, she made herself available 
for pastoral service in the parishes, bringing communion to the sick, remaining to converse with them, 
and thus earning the affection of the people. 
 Still in the climate of the European Encounter, which made us experience the beauty of a solidly 
united Pauline Europe, the example and testimony of Sr. Elisabetta is a great inspiration. Her life, 
consumed day after day so that the people of France might know the Gospel and the person of Jesus, is 
for us an invitation to believe and hope, and to value the little steps made, sure that the Lord will make 
our presence bear fruit and accompany our announcement with signs of life.  With affection, 
 
 

Sr.Anna Maria Parenzan,  
Vicar general 

Roma, Jan 25, 2010  


