
 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At 1:50 p.m. today, one of the members of our Thecla Merlo community, Albano, Italy, said her 

final “yes” to the Lord: 

MICCIO CARMELA – SR. MARIA NILIA 

born in Sant’Angelo Limosano (Campobasso), Italy on 5 March 1928. 

 Sr. M. Nilia entered the Congregation in Rome on 10 October 1947. After a time of initial for-

mation and short apostolic experience in Modena, she returned to Rome for her novitiate, which con-
cluded with her first profession on 19 March 1950. Sr. M. Nilia was proud to be a member of this novi-
tiate group since 1950 was a Holy Year for the Church and she was able to be in Rome, the center of 
Christianity, for the outpouring of the abundant graces that accompanied this event. 
 Sr. M. Nilia deeply loved the Church and its shepherds and dedicated herself to her apostolic ser-
vice without reserve, discounting all the hard work and weariness involved in it. In fact, she was noted for 
her great love for the Pauline mission, especially the diffusion apostolate. As a young professed she car-
ried out this apostolate for 5 consecutive years in the community of Potenza. After her perpetual profes-
sion in 1955, she continued to travel the streets of Italy for the next 13 years in the diocese of San Bene-
detto del Tronto, her bag overflowing with books and her heart filled with faith. Following this, she con-
tinued the propaganda apostolate in the dioceses of Chieti, Potenza, Lodi, Naples, Campobasso and Fog-
gia. Like a true “postmistress of God,” she courageously knocked on the doors of thousands of homes, 
climbing innumerable staircases to bring every family a word of hope and peace. She also loved to visit 
hospitals, so as to offer the sick and suffering the Word of God and also her own encouragement, comfort 
and faith. 
 Those were the years in which the Founder sent the FSPs unforgettable circular letters sketching 
out the requirements of the Pauline mission, namely: a spirit of universality and of adaptation to all peo-
ple, and a heart as big as the heart of Christ and of the Apostle Paul. Sr. Nilia willingly put into practice 
the directives of Fr. Alberione and Maestra Thecla because she understood the greatness of the Pauline 
mission and was eager to dedicate all her energies to such an important service in the Church. 
 Later, Sr. Nilia was assigned to the St. Paul Film Agencies of Naples and Ancona. Always ready 
to be of service to the people, she collaborated with her sisters for the next 13 years in carrying out this 
apostolic work in a spirit of communion. A person focused on essentials, she never demonstrated any 
personal preferences or needs. Instead, she was always very generous about sharing her time and talents 
with the members of her community and with all those whom she met while carrying out her mission. 
 In 1988, after a brief interval at Albano for health reasons, Sr. Nilia once more placed her gifts 
at the service of her sisters, this time in the Via dei Lucchesi community, Rome and then in the commu-
nity of Perugia, where she remained for 25 years, carrying out primarily the service of cook. Convinced 
that the Lord had called her to this particular apostolate, she carried out her duties with a great sense of 
responsibility. She was very happy that our Pauline community was located just a short distance from 
the bishop’s residence and diocesan offices, which gave her the chance to unite her prayers, self-offering 
and daily activities to that of the pastoral work being carried out in the diocese. 

About two years ago, advancing age and serious heart problems made it necessary to transfer Sr. 
M. Nilia to the Thecla Merlo community, Albano. It cost her a lot to accept this transfer, but she did it 
willingly, in a spirit of complete self-offering to God. United to Jesus, the eternal High Priest, she con-
tinued to say “here I am” up to the last day of her life, asking God to manifest his power and love 
through both her life and death. 

Lovingly assisted by the members of her community up to her last breath, Sr. M. Nilia went to 
meet the Lord enriched by her many good works. And we are sure that when she reached the other 
shore, she was warmly welcomed by the countless people to whom she had tirelessly offered the Word 
of God over the years and who had preceded her to eternity. 

Affectionately, 
Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Superior General 

Rome, 24 January 2017 


