
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dearest Sisters, 

This morning at 3:30 am in the Tecla Merlo community of Capri (Mexico City), the Lord of life 
welcomed into his arms our sister  

MENDEZ MORENO Sr MARIA DEL SOCORRO 
born in  Leon (Mexico) on May 10, 1931 

She belonged to a beautiful large family of 13 children. She entered the Congregation on March 7, 
1955, in the house of Mexicto City. There she spent her novitiate which concluded with first profession on 
June 30, 1959. As a young professed sister, she dedicated herself to diffusion in Mexico City and in 
Guadalajara. She was enthusiastic about the Pauline mission and possessed a great dynamism and a 
surprising openness to every new apostolic initiative. Due to her joyful, communicative spirit and her 
capacity to involve the sisters, she was called for several years to the service of government. Already in 1969 
she was superior of the community of Ciudad Juarez and after spending some time managing the stockroom 
of books in the central house of Mexico, she was appointed provincial councilor. She served in the creative 
sectors offering a strong thrust towards the production of records, audio cassettes, and audiovisuals. For 
several non-consecutive mandates she was superior of the community of Monterrey and for some time she 
served as the local bursar of the large community of Capri (Mexico City). 

In 1986, she had the opportunity for a time of updating in Rome, thus enriching the community of the 
generalate with her simplicity and contagious joy. Being totally Mexican, she loved dances, lively recreations 
and songs. She was especially happy when she had the occasion to sing to her beloved Virgencita, the Virgin 
of Guadalupe, patroness of the Mexican people and of all of Latin America. 

Upon returning to Mexico she carried out the role of provincial councilor for the apostolate, formator 
of juniors and from 1990 al 1993, provincial superior. To her fell the sweet and demanding task of 
welcoming the sisters participating in the Inter Chapter of 1992 in Cholula: a gathering that will long remain 
in the history of the Congregation for various reasons, among which is the launch of the Missionary Project. 
The participants in that important assembly recall her joyful hospitality, her cheerful welcome, and her great 
concern that the sisters of all  the world truly feel themselves to be at home. 

At the conclusion of her mandate as provincial superior, she was appointed coordinator of the 
production of books and mini media and as a result for two mandates she served as superior of the 
community of Monterrey. Sr. Socorro loved the Pauline mission so much and in these her final years she 
dedicated herself with great enthusiasm to managing the bookcenter in Ciudad Juarez, Tijuana e Leon and to 
the formation of Pauline Cooperators. The Sisters remember her as an upright person, organized, responsible 
and undaunted in bringing to completion the work that was entrusted to her. Above all they recognize that she 
was a woman of intense prayer with a strong sense of belonging to the Congregation. She was deeply moved 
with joy at the celebration of her golden jubilee of consecration, traveling to Rome, celebrating in the crypt of 
the Sanctuary of Mary Queen of Apostles, gathering with so many of her co-novices, making a pilgrimage to 
Malta and to the various Pauline holy places. 

In these last years, her health was declining. About 2 months ago, following a surgery, she was 
diagnosed with advanced terminal abdominal cancer. She lived the final weeks of her life, fully aware of the 
offering she was being called to make. She prayed and asked for prayers, but those who drew close to her 
intuited from her serene countenance that she was at peace and ready for the encounter with her Lord and 
Master.  

We thank Sr. Maria del Socorro for having enriched her beloved province with so many life-giving 
gifts and we entrust her to the maternal care of the  Virgencita, the Virgin of Guadalupe, who certainly has 
repeated to her the words addressed to Juan Diego: «Why do you fear? Am I not here who am your mother? » 

With affection, 
 

Sr Anna Maria Parenzan 
Vicaria generale 

Roma, 29 febbraio 2012 


