
 

 
 
 
 

 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At 1:45 a.m. on this First Sunday of Lent, the Divine Master visited the James Alberione com-
munity of Albano, Italy to call to greater intimacy with himself our sister: 

MATTIOLI SESTILIA – SR. MARIA ELISA 
born in Castel Viscardo (Terni), Italy on 6 April 1922. 

 Sr. M. Elisa entered the Congregation in Rome on 20 Dec. 1946. She was 24 years old at the 
time and yearned to dedicate her whole life to God. In asking to be admitted to profession, she wrote: “I 
ask to be a member of the Institute by traveling the path marked out for me so as to become holy and do 
good to souls. Please accept me. On my part, I promise to be faithful up to my last breath.” Prior to her 
entrance into the Institute, her pastor had written the following testimony: “I willingly write to support 
Miss Mattioli’s request. I deeply admire her open and friendly personality, her docility and above all her 
big heart. These traits have always made her stand out among her companions in carrying out good 
works.” And we can say that these characteristics continued to develop and to define the personality of 
Sr. M. Elisa throughout her life. She was always a kind, serviceable and responsible member of every 
community in which she lived. This has been repeatedly affirmed by her fellow-sisters and by the care-
givers who assisted her in the last period of her life. 
 She made her novitiate in Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 19 March 1949. After-
ward, she was assigned to the St. Paul Film Agencies of Livorno, Rome, Bari, Messina and Naples succes-
sively. Interviewed by Sr. Luigina Borrano, she described her time in this apostolic sector as follows: 
 “At first, I worked in the book center. When I was asked to accept a transfer to the cinema sector, 
I accepted with love and a deep sense of responsibility. I dedicated the best of myself to this new work. 
Long hours and the demands of this apostolate compromised my health but I was able to rise above 
things and move ahead energetically. I considered the cinema sector to be a true apostolate. Many peo-
ple told us how much good our films did them, which was true because they were instruments of evan-
gelization. Fr. Alberione and M. Thecla gave us a lot of support and formed us to look at this work very 
positively. Primo Maestro often stopped by to listen to us, encourage us and share with us his thoughts 
concerning this apostolate, which he saw as both necessary and effective. Prima Maestra accompanied 
us even in the smallest things to ensure that the films we dealt with would not endanger our souls. Our 
work never posed obstacles to our spiritual life or community life, even when we had to get up at 2:00 in 
the morning to prepare the films needed for that day.” 
 Sr. M. Elisa, a very hard worker, was also a high-spirited and fun-loving person. Her wit and 
friendliness were put to especially good use whenever she had to call clients to remind them of pay-
ments due for films that had been rented! 
 After 10 years in the St. Paul Film Agencies, Sr. M. Elisa was assigned to the bursar’s office in 
Naples/Capodimonte. She carried out this new apostolate with simplicity and great responsibility, al-
ways concerned that the sisters never lack the necessities. Her goodness to everyone was proverbial. 
 She spent the last 18 years of her life in the FSP communities located in the Albano zone: 
Ariccia-Galloro, Albano, IV Novembre and the Thecla Merlo and James Alberione communities. About 
3 years ago she underwent heart surgery, following which she gradually lost her hearing and became 
almost totally blind. Undiscouraged by this decline in her health, she accepted everything from the 
hands of the Father without complaint, seeking to be as self-sufficient as she could in everything. Her 
positive outlook on life was sustained by her deep spirit of prayer and her conviction that she was in the 
hands of God. We can say that Sr. M. Elisa was truly “faithful to him to her last breath,” thus transform-
ing her youthful promise into reality. This steadfast fidelity to God is her beautiful gift to all of us. 
 Affectionately, 
 

 
Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 13 March 2011           Vicar General 


