
 

 
 
 
 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At 12:15 p.m. today, the Feast of St. Matthew, the Lord visited the San Raffaele wing of our 

community of Albano, Italy to call to himself a fervent Pauline apostle: 

MARONGIU MASSIMINA – SR. CONCETTA MARIA 

born in Siddi (Cagliari), Italy on 28 May 1919. 

 Sr. Concetta spent the last 10 years of her life bedridden in silent self-offering to God as a result 

of a severe form of Parkinson’s disease: a long period during which the Lord asked her to use her suffer-

ings to enrich the footsteps of all those who disseminate his Word. 

 Sr. Concetta entered the Congregation on 4 Oct. 1932 in Cagliari. She was 13 years old. She 

spent the first stage of her formation in Sardinia and then was sent to Rome for her novitiate, which 

concluded with her first profession on 10 Feb. 1939. Recalling her entrance into the Institute, she wrote: 

“I thought it was a good sign that I had said goodbye to my family on the Feast of the Little Flower and 

entered the Congregation on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. It cost me a lot to leave my family, but in 

recompense God filled me with indescribable joy. The day after my entrance, I immediately went out on 

propaganda. I liked this apostolate because we always spoke about the souls to be saved and I dreamed 

of conquering the world for God. My zeal was boundless. On our propaganda missions, we often visited 

remote villages in the northern part of Sardinia. We would travel for days to reach our destination. The 

sacrifices were many but we were happy because the good being accomplished was readily seen. Prob-

lems like illiteracy and poverty were overcome by the generosity and good will of the people. Once, 

near dusk, we got lost in a forest. We had no idea of what direction to take. We set down our propagan-

da bags and packages and began to pray to our guardian angels. A few moments later we heard footsteps 

and two men armed with shotguns, with pistols at their sides, came to meet us. Thinking they were 

hunters, we explained our situation. They asked us almost indifferently, ‘And what if someone wanted 

to harm you?’ We replied, ‘We would ask them to help us carry out packages to the nearest road so as to 

reach Nuoro before nightfall.’ Smiling, the men grabbed our packages and accompanied us to a fork in 

the path. When we reached home, we discovered that those two men were fugitives with a huge price on 

their heads. We prayed that they would treat everyone they met as kindly as they had treated us….” 

 With the passing of the years, Sr. Concetta’s zeal for the Pauline apostolate became even more 

ardent. The sisters who lived with her in various communities remember her exceptional concern for 

others, her desire to respond to the needs of all those who turned to her for help, her openness to collab-

oration with the laity, and her love for prayer and the Pauline mission. She truly lived the mystical di-

mension of the Pauline life, which made her active in contemplation and contemplative in action. It was 

this characteristic that marked her years of apostolic fervor in the book centers of Terni, Nuoro, Cosenza, 

Agrigento, Piacenza, Aquila, Lugano, Aosta and Savona. The same was true of her senior years, which 

she spent at Albano, carrying out the service of receptionist and sacristan for about 10 years. During the 

Jubilee of 2000, the Lord called Sr. Concetta to the apostolate of suffering, asking her to participate in 

the life of the Congregation first from a wheelchair and then from a hospital bed, as her mobility steadi-

ly deteriorated. In these last years of her life, it seemed as if the Lord wanted to keep her on earth pre-

cisely to offer him the silent but ardent flame of her sufferings, wafting to heaven the perfume of her 

self-offering and calling down light and grace for everyone. Today, the Divine Master stopped at her 

bedside and addressed to her the long-awaited words: “Follow me.” And we are sure that Sr. Concetta, 

clothed in her bridal gown, promptly responded to that call with great joy and love. 

Affectionately, 

 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

 Vicar General 

Rome, 21 September 2009 


