
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dearest Sisters, 
 At 4:30 this morning, the Divine Master visited the infirmary of our community in Alba, Italy to lo-
vingly call to himself our sister: 

MARCAZZAN SR. MARIA PIA 
born in Sano Giovanni Ilarione (Verona), Italy on 19 November 1935. 

 Sr. Maria Pia was one of the large cluster of vocations that in the 1950’s entered our Congregation 
from the lovely little Veronese town of San Giovanni Ilarione. In fact, a total of six members of the Marcaz-
zan family knocked on the door of our Institute in that period: four sisters (Caterina, Federica, Teresa and 
Gabriella), and their two cousins, Maria Pia and Eusebia. From this richly-blessed land, Sr. M. Pia inherited 
her upright character, deep faith and ability to focus on the essentials in life. She entered the Congregation in 
the community of Alba on 22 September 1952, just a few months after her sister. She made her novitiate in 
Rome, concluding it with her first profession in the Queen of Apostles Sanctuary on 19 March 1956. 
 Sr. Maria Pia deeply loved her Pauline vocation and lived it wholeheartedly and vibrantly in every 
sector of the apostolate to which she was assigned. In fact, she carried out the propaganda mission in Ferrara 
and Rovigo; managed the Pauline Mission Center in Rome; served the sisters as a cook in Belluno; worked 
in the St. Paul Film Agencies in Rome, Dusseldorf (Germany), Cremona, Trent and Udine, and worked in 
the Pauline book centers of Udine, Treviso and Lodi. 
 But above all, Sr. Maria Pia was a convinced and enthusiastic vocationist, who drew many young 
women to our Institute. She never lost an opportunity to organize meetings, retreats and courses in which she 
communicated the Gospel with deep passion to young women. She was very gifted when it came to dialo-
guing with people and establishing warm relationships with them and she used this gift to share with every-
one the beauty of following Jesus Master, also taking the opportunity to involve the laity in the Pauline mis-
sion. She was proud of the young women who came to know the Pauline life through her efforts and she was 
equally proud of the groups of Pauline Cooperators she helped to form in various communities and whom 
she taught to be genuine lay apostles. 
 Sr. Maria Pia was a credible and upright person, who focused on living the Christian and religious 
values at “high voltage.” She was also a source of inexhaustible creativity when it came to discovering new 
ways to carry out the apostolate and vocation work. In her company, a person was never bored! In the book 
center, her attention was focused on finding new paths for diffusion so that the Word of God would reach as 
many people as possible. When it came to the apostolate, she was a “volcano” of ideas! Her heartfelt wish 
was that the whole Congregation and each member of it would respond always more authentically to the di-
vine call. On one occasion she wrote with suffering: “We can’t overcome our frailties unless we turn to the 
Eucharistic Christ because we were born from the Tabernacle. Jesus Host is everything.” 
 Sr. Maria Pia’s deep desire was that many young women would dedicate their lives to the proclama-
tion of the Gospel. She made her own the words of the Founder: “Those who possess wisdom, knowledge, a 
strong will and a big heart, a spirit of sacrifice and a desire to become holy…those who thirst for souls–let all 
these people come with trust. A person might wear herself out in the apostolate of the editions, but the path 
ahead will always be longer, broader and more beautiful.” 
 In 2007, Sr. Maria Pia began to show signs of Parkinson’s disease and also the onset of Alzheimer’s 
disease. Because of this, she was transferred from Lodi to Alba. Before long, she was bedridden and unable 
to speak due to the constriction of her throat muscles. This was a period of great interior purification for her: 
the seeds of the Word, which she had scattered so abundantly, were now abundantly watered through her 
sufferings so as to bring new fecundity to the Pauline apostolate and its vocation ministry. And today, the 
invitation she had extended to countless people was brought to fulfillment in her own life: Jesus Master 
called her to “come apart” from the crowd to walk more closely with him. Today she entered his dwelling 
place to abide there forever. We are sure that from that privileged place she will continue to proclaim the 
ineffable mystery of a meeting that can change a person’s entire existence. Affectionately, 
 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Vicar General 

Rome, 16 January 2012 


