
 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At about 4:00 this morning, our good and merciful Father visited the James Alberione communi-

ty, Albano, Italy to bestow fullness of life on: 

MALACULEO ADDOLORATA – SR. MARIA ERMELINDA 

born in Serradilfalco (Caltanissetta), Italy on 10 March 1933. 

 Sr. M. Ermelinda entered the Congregation in the community of Rome on 1 May 1949 at the age 

of 16. She came from a big and beautiful family in which she learned to put into practice the virtues of 

goodness and hard work, in particular. Fired by a profound desire to do good, she made her novitiate in 

Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 19 March 1954. As a young professed, she enthusiasti-

cally carried out the propaganda apostolate in Catanzaro and then was assigned to the Crotone book cen-

ter, where she worked with great diligence. Always ready and willing to do the will of God, after her 

perpetual profession she zealously continued her book center activities in Trapani, Siena, Cosenza and 

Matera. 

 In 1969, while in the small Matera community, Sr. M. Ermelinda wrote to her provincial superi-

or: “I am ready to do whatever is asked of me. I have no problem holding an office or carrying out do-

mestic services. It is hard for me to live in a small community that is not very open. But even though 

this is a profound suffering for me, I accept it willingly and offer it to the Lord, making the effort to in-

teriorize it and allow it to enrich me, because I am sure it is for the good of the Congregation and that it 

will help me become holy…. I willingly and gratefully accept the invitation to ask the Lord to enlighten 

us and help us serenely carry out his will so that he can make us saints.” 

 In 1971, Sr. M. Ermelinda was transferred to Naples/Capodimonte. In the years that followed 

she was assigned to the book centers of Benevento, Lecce, Terni, Avellino, Messina, Potenza, Rimini, 

Sassari and Palermo. Wherever she went, she carried out her services with great competence, welcom-

ing customers cordially and suggesting books suited to the needs of each person. 

 When the Congregation launched its Missionary Project in 1993, Sr. M. Ermelinda told the Supe-

rior General that she would like to participate in the foundation of new communities so as to make the 

Pauline apostolate more fruitful: “All I have to offer is the witness of my life,” she wrote, “so I would like 

to say, ‘Here I am. Do with me whatever you think best.’ I am aware of my limitations and poverty but I 

also have great faith in God, who has manifested his power and his love for me over and over again.” 

 In 2006, Sr. M. Ermelinda suffered a stroke that progressively tightened her muscles, reducing 

her to immobility. But her mind remained alert, allowing her to understand the gravity of her condition, 

which she embraced serenely and even with a touch of humor. 

 She spent the last years of her life alternating between the James Alberione and Thecla Merlo 

communities of Albano, where she radiated goodness, serenity and love to everyone around her. She 

related to everyone cheerfully, ever-ready to de-dramatize her sufferings. 

 She had developed an intimate and loving relationship with her Lord and Master and often asked 

her visitors to send Jesus in the Eucharist a kiss in her name. Sr. Ermelinda viewed her malady as af-

fording her the chance to allow herself to be guided by the Father on a journey of acceptance of his will 

and growth in faith. The name she had received at Baptism–Addolorata–seems to have been a forecast 

of the mission of suffering the Lord planned to entrust to her: a mission she carried out with dignity, for-

titude and great love. 

 Her call to heaven took place quietly, in the heart of the night, taking her caregivers by surprise 

since her passage to “the other shore” was not marked by any sound or cry of pain. Instead, Sr. M. Er-

melinda responded to God’s call peacefully, as if she were already contemplating the face of the One in 

whose presence she now dwells for all eternity. 

 Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Superior General  

Rome, 16 April 2016 


