
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At about 1:30 a.m. last night, the Father visited our James Alberione community of Albano, Ita-
ly to call to new life our sister: 

LANZAFAME SR. FRANCESCA 
born in Mazzarino (Caltanissetta), Italy on 25 March 1931. 

 Sr. Francesca (known to everyone as “Franca”) was a good sister who dedicated herself to the 
Pauline mission day after day with all her strength, in a spirit of simplicity and joy. When she entered 
the Institute on 27 Dec. 1951, she bore a letter from her parish priest attesting to her exemplary lifestyle 
and underscoring that, in his opinion, she had been chosen by God to follow an even more perfect life 
by carrying out a holy apostolate. 
 And in actual fact, Sr. Francesca always distinguished herself for her great love for the Pauline 
mission, especially the “propaganda” apostolate, which she carried out both during her years of initial 
formation and then for many years in various communities in Italy and Germany. 
 After a period of time in Palermo, she was sent to Rome to make her novitiate, which concluded 
with her first profession on 19 March 1955. With great joy, Sr. Francesca dedicated herself to the proc-
lamation of the Gospel. As a young professed sister, she wrote: “I am very happy to be a Daughter of St. 
Paul and with the grace of God I hope to persevere in this state of life up to my death. Consequently, I 
will try to be docile in everything, ready to do whatever the Lord asks of me.” When she requested per-
mission to renew her vows, her local superior wholeheartedly supported her request, writing: “It is clear 
that she is fully committed to the Pauline life and that Jesus is at work in her.” In fact, from her earliest 
years in formation, Sr. Francesca witnessed to the fact that she was a trustworthy, docile, responsible, 
hardworking, generous and cheerful person. 
 After her profession, she was sent to the community of Cosenza, where she disseminated the 
Gospel with great fervor. Over the years, she carried out the same apostolate in the communities of Fog-
gia, Agrigento, Campobasso and Rome (Castro Pretorio). Everywhere she went, she encouraged fami-
lies to set up home libraries and she tried to find subsidies to disseminate the “Good Press” in prisons, 
hospitals and orphanages. Convinced of the good that magazines could do, she ardently offered our 
Pauline periodicals to every family she met. In 1970, she was transferred to Dusseldorf, Germany, and 
for the next twelve years she carried the Gospel to the communities of Italian immigrants in this country. 
 In 1982, Sr. Francesca returned to Italy, where she continued her service of spreading the Gospel, 
this time in Messina, Caltanissetta and Reggio Calabria. From 1996 up until last August, she was a 
member of the Palermo community. The sisters who lived with her vividly recall her selflessness, spirit 
of peace and passion for the Pauline mission. In fact, her zeal for the mission of our Institute made her 
feel that she was an apostle even when she was asked to take on kitchen duties, which she did very will-
ingly, attentive to all the needs of the sisters. Indeed, Sr. Francesca’s life was truly a communication and 
witness to the God of Love. 
 She spent the last months of her life in the Thecla Merlo and James Alberione communities of 
Albano, punctuated by frequent periods of hospitalization due various health problems, including kidney 
blockage. After several weeks of intense suffering, the risen Lord called her to himself so that she could 
touch for herself his glorified wounds and come to fully understand the Scriptures that speak about him. 
We rejoice in the thought that she now enjoys to the full the glorious “day” that has no end. 
 Affectionately, 
 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Rome, 8 April 2010 Vicar General 


