
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

At about 8:00 p.m. today, the 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time, our merciful Father visited the com-

munity of Albano, Italy to call to his light our sister: 

IUPPARIELLO GRAZIA – SR. GIOVANNA MARIA 

born in San Giovanni Teduccio (Naples), Italy on 27 October 1932. 

Sr. Giovanna, as she was usually called, was a simple and good sister who always spent and over-

spent herself for the proclamation of the Gospel and generous service in various communities. 

She entered the Congregation in the house of Rome on 6 January 1952 at the age of twenty. She 

was soon sent to the diocese of Cagliari to diffuse the Word of God to families and then returned Rome 

to make her novitiate, which concluded with her first profession on 19 March 1955, the year dedicated by 

the Founder to deepening the devotion to the Divine Master. It was a truly special year, in which Fr. 

Alberione, with very inspired words, sang his praise of the Pauline mission, saying that it was a very lofty 

one that should rouse us to great enthusiasm. During Sr. Giovanna’s course of spiritual exercises in prep-

aration for profession, the Founder compared the office of the Daughters of St. Paul to that of Mary: “a 

virginal office…to give Jesus to the world…an office of charity…a tiring office…an office whose bound-

aries are those of the world” (cf. FSP55, p. 73). 

Aware of the great dignity of being “a postmistress of God,” indeed a “deaconess and priestess,” 

as Fr. Alberione rhapsodized, Sr. Giovanna dedicated the period of her temporary vows to the apostolate 

of “propaganda” to families and businesses in the diocese of Caltanissetta. After her perpetual profession, 

made in Rome in 1960, she continued to diffuse the Word of God in Trapani, Messina and Grottaferrata. 

For a period of time, she carried out the service of errand-runner and driver in the communities of 

Rome, after which she was assigned to Lecce, Benevento and Alba successively to help out in the book 

centers. 

In 1984, Sr. Giovanna had the joy of taking a brief “time out” in the Via dei Lucchesi and Divine 

Master communities (Rome), where she deepened her cultural formation. Thirsty for knowledge, she felt 

the importance of that short period of study. Afterward, she spent about 8 years in the FSP shipping 

department in Via Antonino Pio, Rome. This was followed by 3 years in Livorno, where she was placed 

in charge of various community services. In 1996, she was transferred to Albano where, with humility, 

dignity, a spirit of sacrifice and joy, she continued to give the best of herself to service at the hospital’s 

information desk and in its wardrobe and laundry sectors. But her heart still burned with love for the 

itinerant mission of the Institute and she could often be seen in the hospital wards, talking to the patients 

and their visitors as she disseminated our Pauline magazines, along with words of faith, wisdom and hope. 

Struck by Alzheimer’s disease in the last years of her life, Sr. Giovanna continued the Pauline 

mission in the San Raffaele (infirmary) wing of the Albano community through the apostolate of prayer, 

self-offering and reparation. She never complained or asked for anything in particular. Instead, she sur-

rendered herself to the care of the nurses, spreading peace, docility, a spirit of prayer and a positive attitude 

to everyone around her. 

And this evening, after a week of particularly-intense suffering, the promise of the Lord in today’s 

Liturgy was incarnated in her: we truly believe that Sr. Giovanna is a light shining in the darkness; that 

her hidden life, rich in faith and love, has been placed on a lampstand so that many people, seeing her 

good works, can give glory to our Father in heaven. 

Affectionately, 

 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 9 February 2020 


