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  A humble person is one who, thirsting for God, 
 welcomes him in everyone and everything 
    and responds to him with grateful love. 
  A humble person is a contemplative person. 
         Mother Ignazia Angelini
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CLOSE TO OUR SISTERS  
OF VENEZUELA

We are continu-
ing our visits 

to various congrega-
tional realities so as 
to get to know the life 
of our communities 
and, above all, so as 
to carry in our prayer 
and offerings a num-
ber of specific situa-
tions. This time, let us 
take an imaginary trip 

to Venezuela, where our sisters are suffering 
along with their people.

Fides News Agency reports that “the situ-
ation in Venezuela is terrible; the whole pop-
ulation is famished.” It then goes on to list the 
main reasons for this: inflation, a shortage of 
foodstuffs, insecurity, the systematic violation 
of human rights, and a block on information 
imposed by the government’s communica-
tion system. Caracas, the capital of Venezu-
ela, has the sad distinction of heading the list 
of the world’s most violent cities.

An FSP missionary there writes:

 “The Venezuelan government is collaps-
ing. It is not able to pay its debts, and many 
companies, factories and small business-
es have shut down or are in the process of 
closing. Many essential items are in short 
supply: light, water, medicines, flour, milk, 
etc. and prices are soaring day by day. It is 
very hard to buy the necessities of life and 
the people are suffering very much.

 “Government employees work only two 
days a week and even then only up until 
3:00 p.m. so anyone needing government 
services has to wait in line for hours.

 “Security is totally lacking: the police and 
military do not protect the people; they 
rob them. They stop cars on the highway, 
make the people open their car trunks and 

bags, then take their money and whatever 
else they can use. Many supermarkets and 
small grocery stores have been ransacked 
and destroyed by a famished population. 
Even tourists and diplomatic personnel 
have been assaulted by thieves looking for 
basic survival items. Food has become so 
precious that delivery trucks are escorted 
by armed guards.”
The socio-economic crisis in Venezuela is 

having a powerful impact on our Pauline mis-
sion: it is impeding the importation of stock 
as well as our production and diffusion activ-
ities, collaboration, and the transfer of sisters 
within the circumscription (the Delegation is 
composed of Venezuela, Puerto Rico and 
the Dominican Republic). Our sisters even 
have to ration the sale of Bibles so as to 
prevent their book center stock from being 
totally depleted. But in spite of this, the 32 
FSPs who make up the circumscription have 
strong faith that the Lord of history is with 
them. They are also witnessing to great ap-
ostolic zeal and a profound sense of solidar-
ity, supporting one another in their efforts to 
promote the growth of the Pauline mission.

The Pauline Family of Venezuela is truly 
experiencing the poverty lived at the begin-
ning of our foundation. But in spite of this, 
its members continue to carry out the Pau-
line mission, above all by helping the people 
read the current situation in the light of the 
Gospel. Our sisters write: “Like Paul, we are 
striving to move ahead, entrusting our pover-
ty and sufferings to the Lord and asking him 
to protect us always.”

We want to thank our sisters for their 
witness of life, their faith and their apostolic 
courage. Let us remain close them and to all 
the people of Venezuela through our prayers, 
affection and concrete solidarity.

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan

De
ar

est
 S

ist
ers

...



4

BRAZIL
Margarida d’argento award

Every two years, the 
Brazilian National Epis-
copal Conference sets 
up a Pastoral Commis-
sion for Communica-
tions to bestow awards 
for the best productions 
in the film, TV, press 
and radio categories. 
The purpose of the 

award in the film category is to underscore 
the importance of national films that are rich 
in human, ethical and Christian values. The 
film Risvegliarsi per sognare (Wake Up so 
as To Dream), directed by Osmar Koxne and 
produced by the FSP Pauline Multimedia In-
stitute in collaboration with the SSP Institute 
for Vocations, received this year’s Margarida 
d’Argento Award. The film, which recounts 
the story of three young people searching for 
meaning in life, encourages contemporary 
youth to embark on the missionary life as part 
of the evangelizing mission of the Church. In 
an imaginative and symbolic way, the film 
reveals that a sense of mission is born and 
develops in community. For the FSP Multi-
media Institute, the award is an incentive to 
redouble their commitment to communicat-
ing the joy of the Gospel, using images and 
sound to promote life and Christian values.

PHILIPPINES
SuMMer MiSSion

In May, the pre-postulants, postulants, 
novices, juniors and some perpetual pro-
fessed sisters of the PMPT province enthusi-
astically participated in their annual Summer 
Mission, this time in St. Rita Parish, Olonga-
po City. The two-week apostolic event was 

full of activities: home-to-home visitations, 
catechesis for children and adults, Bible en-
thronements and book displays, and even 
visits to the sick in the hospital.

Our Pauline missionaries were touched 
and inspired by their encounters with the 
people, which brought them into first-hand 
contact with their pains, sufferings, strug-
gles and difficulties, as well as their desires, 
hopes and dreams.

The pastor of the parish and his parish-
ioners were very grateful to the evangelizing 
team and said that their time and presence 
in the community was invaluable because 
they offered everyone affection, laughter, op-
timism and a listening heart. In short, they 
brought Jesus to the lives of the people. 

FRANCE
the roanne Book Center:  
a ViBrant Meeting PlaCe

Three years after its opening, the FSP 
book center in Roanne (near Lyons) has 
become a central point for ecumenism and 
inter-religious dialogue, bringing together au-
thors and readers.

The Bible is the Center’s best-selling 
book for people of all ages: adults, teens and 
children.

The citizens of Roanne recognize the im-
portance of the FSP book center in their city 
and other local book shops consider it an ex-
tension of their own trade, including it in their 
network of collaboration and support.

“It is a joy to do this work! It’s amazing 
to be able to witness to my faith through my 
passion for books!” This is the testimony of 
one of the Roanne book center’s employees, 
Marjorie Coudrey, who says that she finds 
her apostolate very stimulating, looks upon 
it proudly as a vocation, and sees the book 
center as a vibrant meeting place.
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INDIA
taking the goSPel to the PeriPherieS  
in the Year of MerCY

“To reach out to the underprivileged and 
welcome them as our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.” With this spirit, the FSPs of Nagpur 
celebrated the Feast of St. Paul in union with 
other religious Institutes that are striving to 
bring about a spiritual transformation and 
promote economic development in the vil-
lages on the outskirts of the city.

To solemnize the day, our sisters partic-
ipated in a Eucharistic Celebration in Holy 
Family Parish. Founded 150 years ago, it is 
the second parish of the Nagpur Archdiocese 
and has the responsibility to look after the 
spiritual needs of a hundred Catholic families 
located in two of these peripheral villages.

The Daughters of St. Paul explained the 
life and ministry of St. Paul to the parish-
ioners by means of a film about the Apostle 
and then told them about the charism of our 
Institute. “We gave them ourselves in all our 
poverty,” writes Sr. Stella Pereira, fsp, “hop-
ing to bring a little joy to their lives.” Thanks 
to the collaboration of the Poor Servants of 
Divine Providence, the celebrant of the Lit-
urgy highlighted the figure of St. Paul, whom 
he defined as “a tireless announcer of the 
Gospel” and “a model for all the baptized to-
day, who are also called to be missionaries.”

ITALY
there’S no age liMit  
to aPoStoliC enthuSiaSM!

The theme of the 50th World Communi-
cations Day–Communication and Mercy: a 
Fruitful Encounter–guided the reflections of 
the members of our Divine Providence com-
munity, Rome, who were encouraged by the 
Communications Week animation team to 
participate in an annual contest organized to 
celebrate this event.

The reading of the WCD Message of 
Pope Francis stimulated the sisters to share 
their reflections and prayers on the theme, 
and then to create pictures of it that were 
subsequently transformed into posters.

The various contributions to the contest 
were put on display for a whole week just 
outside the community chapel. Visitors to 
the exhibit could express their comments by 
attaching a yellow sticker to the sides of the 
posters they liked. About 15 members of the 
community (median age: 80+) participated in 
the contest.

The experience ended with a lively ex-
change of personal thoughts on the beauty 
of being Paulines and with thanks to the Lord 
for the instruments of communication and for 
the abundant riches he continues to lavish 
upon us.

CeleBrating god’S MerCY

On Sunday, 19 June, the Franciscan 
Family of Salerno, in collaboration with all 
the other religious Institutes of this beautiful 
coastal diocese, organized a special day to 
celebrate God’s mercy. Numerous families, 
teens and children participated in the event, 
during which each religious Institute was 
asked to illustrate how its members carry out 
one of the corporal or spiritual works of mer-
cy, motivated by the slogan: Mercy Means…

From its preparatory stage onward, the 
Daughters of St. Paul were key players in the 
day. To help everyone understand the impor-
tance of the second spiritual work of mercy, 
Instruct the Ignorant, interpreted according 
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to the teaching of Blessed James Alberione 
(“to offer everyone the charity of the truth”), 
our sisters set up a book display featuring an 
abundance of titles on the theme of mercy, 
with the Bible enthroned in the midst of them. 
For the occasion, the diocesan TV station 
interviewed Sr. Teresa Marcazzan, an FSP 
missionary from Nairobi, Kenya, who is the di-
rector of Paulines Editions Africa. The follow-
ing Saturday, this interview was aired by RAI 
UNO, Italy’s principal TV broadcasting station.

The day ended with a solemn Mass, after 
which all the participants voiced their thanks 
for this event. The Daughters of St. Paul were 
acknowledged in a special way for their con-
tribution to the day and for their commitment 
to offering everyone the charity of the truth.

CultiVating a hunger for reading

In St. Benedict Parish, Scorzè (a major 
industrial center located in the Treviso di-
ocese), at the end of every Sunday Mass, 
the pastor provides his parishioners with 
information for the week and also warmly 
invites them to visit a small book-nook run 
by the FSPs of Treviso each Sunday. Be-
cause Scorzè does not have a book shop, 
our sisters came up with an apostolic initia-
tive they call Cultivating a Hunger for Read-
ing–a project intended to help non-readers or 
those who only pick up a book occasionally 
become more familiar with the written word. 
The initiative is also designed to appeal to 
book-lovers, who can find in the display of 
titles an abundance of spiritual reading, as 
well as classics and modern novels that stim-
ulate deeper reflection. Information about 
the book-nook and its reading material is 
published in the weekly parish bulletin by the 
pastor, who agrees with our sisters that faith 
and culture need to be well integrated. When 
asked how things were going, he said that 
the feedback was very positive. “We are con-
vinced that faith and culture have a lot to say 
to each other,” he underscored. “In this time 
in which e-books are becoming more and 

more popular and widespread, we want to 
reinforce the importance of the printed word 
and introduce young people in particular to 
some challenging reading. I think one of the 
duties of a parish is to help people cultivate 
both the cultural and spiritual dimensions of 
their lives.”

euroPean CitizenShiP awardS 2016
The young Italian-Moroc-
can activist Nawal Soufi 
is among the four Italian 
winners of the European 
Citizenship Awards 2016.
The FSPs have published 
the book, Nawal: Angel 
of the Refugees, in which 
its author, Daniele Biella, 
recounts the story of this 

young woman who is assisting Syrians flee-
ing the war in their country. Twenty-seven-
year-old Nawal arrived in Catania (southern 
Italy) as a child. From there, she has set up 
a volunteer organization to help thousands of 
migrants survive their journey of hope across 
the Mediterranean, encouraging them to re-
sist the racket of “land traffickers” ready to 
exploit the desperate situations of these ref-
ugees.

Since 2008, the European Parliament 
Citizen Prize is awarded to individuals or to 
groups, organizations and associations that 
have stood out for their efforts to strength-
en European integration and the dialogue 
between peoples, putting into practice the 
values of the European Union’s Charter of 
Fundamental Rights. All fifty of this year’s 
winners, who come from various nations of 
Europe, will be invited to the European Par-
liament in Brussels, Belgium on 12 and 13 
October 2016.

PORTUGAL
little letterS to PoPe franCiS
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Calendar of the General Government
 

Sr. Anna Caiazza
Sr. M. Lucia Kim

Sr. Samuela Gironi

 
 General Government

 
General Government

 
Meeting of the  

Pre-Chapter Commission

 
Visit for a Specific Purpose

Spiritual Exercises

Interchapter Meeting

7-16 June

 
27 June -13 July 

22-29 July
 

5-20 September  
 

 
Generalate

 
Madagascar

 
St. Paul House, Rome

St. Paul House, Rome

Every year the Daughters of St. Paul of 
Portugal participate in the Lisbon Book Fair 
and every year they invite a special “guest of 
honor” to their stand. This year their special 
“guest” was Pope Francis, represented by a 
picture of the Holy Father smiling on the bal-
cony of the Apostolic Palace. The life-sized 
picture was positioned alongside the FSP 
stand.

As a follow-up to their recent publication 
of the book Little Letters to Pope Francis–
messages which children had written to the 
Pope and which our sisters translated into 
Portuguese under the title Querido Papa 
Francesco–all the children who visited their 
stand were invited to write similar letters to 
the Holy Father and to place them in a spe-
cial “mailbox” near his picture.

Helped by their parents, the children en-
thusiastically participated in this endeavor, 
which served to create a festive climate of 
communication in and around the stand. The 
104 letters that were written for the occasion 
will now be mailed to the Pope in Vatican City.

TAIWAN
award to the fSPS for BeSt VoCation filM

This year, for World Day for Vocations, 
the Archdiocese of Taipei launched a contest 
to see who could produce the best film on 

vocations. Sr. Teresa Huang, fsp, submitted 
a short video entitled, The Joyous Apos-
tle–the story of Sr. Lauretana Murayama, a 
Japanese FSP missionary who has lived in 
Taiwan for 50 years. This intrepid mission-
ary has been suffering from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease for a long time now but she continues 
to be a presence of peace, joy and prayer for 
the whole community, especially the young 
women in formation.

Filmed by means of a cell phone, the 
mini-documentary won first prize–not because 
of its display of cinematographic expertise but 
because of the simple and vibrant message of 
Sr. Lauretana, who witnesses to how one can 
be an apostle in every situation of life.

Our thanks to Sr. Teresa for her creativity 
and also to Sr. Lauretana–the “star” of the 
show!

WIKIMANIA  
GOES OUTDOORS

From 21-28 June 2016, the village of 
Esino Lario in northern Italy, which 
numbers 760 inhabitants, hosted the 
12th International Convention of Wiki-
pedia, the Internet’s best loved and 
most visited encyclopedia. About 700 
Wikipedians from 54 different countries 
gathered in the little town on the shore 
of Lake Como to discuss the subjects 
most important to this monumental free 
information tool. When the inhabitants 
of Esino Lario heard that their town 
had been chosen as the Convention 
site over its biggest rival (Manila, Phil-
ippines), they poured all their energy 
and creativity into producing miracles of 
hospitality. 
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THE COOPERATORS  
IN THE PAULINE FAMILY
Sr. rita JoSePh adaMBuCulaM, india

Drawing on her expe-
rience with the Pauline 
Cooperators of our Indian 
Province, Sr. Rita seeks 
to reflect more profoundly 
on cooperation and col-
laboration as means for 
growing together in com-
munion, according to the 
teaching of Fr. Alberione. 

In her dissertation, she explores the meaning 
of these terms in the Bible, the Letters of St. 
Paul and various writings of the Founder. For 
Primo Maestro, cooperation means carrying out 
the Pauline mission in union with others. It is a 
symbol of total dedication to the Gospel and is 
expressed through prayer, offering and activi-
ties. Just as Jesus gives himself to us in the Eu-
charist so as to be our Life, he does the same 
through the Pauline apostolate.

Sr. Rita wants to offer her readers a histori-
cal-charismatic analysis of the concepts of co-
operation and collaboration that will be useful for 
the Pauline Family and for the formation of the 
Pauline Cooperators in India. Her paper con-
cludes with a presentation of some testimonies 
on the part of our Indian Cooperators.

THE DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL  
IN PAKISTAN
Sr. ghazia akBar, PakiStan

Sr. Ghazia’s dissertation 
is a brief exposition of our 
FSP history in Pakistan, 
from the foundation of 
our first community there 
in 1963 up until 1986, the 
year in which the Pakistan 
Delegation was officially 
established.

Her paper describes 
the launch of the FSP technical apostolate in 
Pakistan with the setting up of a small print-
ing office, then goes on to recount the devel-
opment of the Congregation’s mission to the 
people by means of book center work, visits 
to the families and other forms of diffusion; the 
formation of our first local vocations to the Pau-
line religious life, and the erection of the Del-
egation. In 2015, the FSPs of Pakistan cele-

brated their 50th anniversary of foundation. The 
circumscription now numbers 23 young women 
in formation, 3 temporary professed sisters and 
16 perpetual professed sisters (including 3 Ital-
ians and 1 Filipina).

The paper concludes with the hope that this 
very positive growth of our Institute in an Islamic 
country will continue well into the future.

APOSTOLIC MYSTICISM IN THE 
THOUGHT OF FR. ALBERIONE
Sr. Pelagie Banze Mukangala, Congo

Divided into three chapters, 
Sr. Pelagie’s dissertation is 
an in-depth reflection on the 
origins of the Pauline Fam-
ily’s mystical dimension. 
It presents the dynamics 
of holiness in Alberionian 
thought, namely: an impulse 
of the Spirit that transforms 
us and makes the apos-
tolate fruitful. The author 

then goes on to reflect on the Pauline practices 
of piety and devotions as instruments for living 
our apostolic mysticism and concludes with a 
presentation of the problems and prospects for 
constantly renewing and reinvigorating it. The 
last section of the paper underscores the impor-
tance of growing in our Pauline identity and of 
cultivating the same sentiments as Christ, St. 
Paul and the Church.

The paper brings to the fore our need to cul-
tivate the interior life so as to grow in holiness 
and be transformed in Christ. Thus the apos-
tolate becomes a place in which Paulines offer 
everyone a witness of life and holiness that will 
be passed on to those we meet through our 
mission.

THE NIGHT OF LIGHT
Sr. eliSaBeth John Jothee, MalaYSia

On the “night between 
the two centuries” (1900-
1901), seminarian James 
Alberione looked to the fu-
ture and sought to grasp 
what Jesus Master was 
telling him concerning the 
mission of “new apostles 
for the new times.”

In the first chapter of her dissertation, Sr. 
Elizabeth sketches out Fr. Alberione’s back-

Dissertations of the Participants in the 2015-2016 Charism Course
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ground and the people who influenced him. 
The second chapter recounts the story of the 
“night of light,” Pope Leo XIII’s call for new 
apostles to meet the needs of the new times, 
the encounter of young James with the Divine 
Master through the words, “Come to me, all of 
you,” his new insight into the priestly vocation 
and of the need to use the means of communi-
cation to spread the Gospel. The third chapter 
describes the devotion to Jesus Master, Way, 
Truth and Life, the centrality of the Eucharist 
in the Pauline spirituality, and the process of 
transformation in Christ, while the fourth chap-
ter focuses on Alberione’s intuition concerning 
the need to set up an organization that would 
use the new discoveries of communication for 
evangelization.

THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY  
IN THE LIFE OF ALBERIONE
Sr. MarY ndunge kioko, kenYa

Sr. Mary’s dissertation describes the influence 
of Fr. Alberione’s family 
on his life and vocation 
and then proceeds to 
discuss the importance 
and influence of the 
family in pastoral work 
for vocations today. Fol-
lowing this, the author 
offers practical sugges-
tions to help support the 

family structure in Africa, underscoring the im-
portance of formation to the faith and the need 
to offer families the Word of God through a va-
riety of biblical initiatives and animations.

The paper then discusses the need to pro-
mote the vocation apostolate wisely through 
well-chosen projects in schools and parishes, 
home visitations, summer camps and retreats. 
According to the author, the search for voca-
tions in a great challenge and responsibility 
because it involves not only striving to make 
our Founder known, above all to young peo-
ple, but also requires us to present a unified 
witness to the beauty of God’s call to the con-
secrated Pauline life.

THE IMPACT OF MERCY  
IN THE PAULINE FAMILY
Sr. Caroline Muthoni nieru, kenYa

Sr. Caroline’s dissertation offers us a better 
understanding of mercy in the Pauline Family 
so as to help us rediscover a passion for the 
goodness of God in the Pauline life and mis-
sion. Taking the Scriptures, the Catechism and 
the thought of Pope Francis as her points of 

departure, the author 
lays the groundwork for 
a common understand-
ing of what is meant by 
mercy. She then zeroes 
in on several histori-
cal events during our 
foundation period that 
could be defined as 
experiences of God’s 
mercy toward the Pau-

line Family: a benevolence he has constantly 
manifested to us in both our spiritual life and in 
the concrete events of everyday life.

In the Pauline spirituality, mercy is univer-
sal in range: by striving to live in union with 
the thoughts, intentions and feelings of Christ, 
the Pauline Family reaches out to embrace all 
peoples, situations, cultures, ethnic groups 
and the natural world. As FSPs, we recognize 
our need for mercy and thus we strive to live in 
a spirit of continual conversion so as to attain 
this goal.

A HERMENEUTICAL READING  
OF MAESTRA THECLA’S  
SPIRITUAL TESTAMENT
Sr. CriStina Quele Viana, Brazil

In her dissertation, Sr. 
Cristina seeks to come 
to a better understand-
ing of Maestra Thecla’s 
personality, spirituality, 
journey toward holi-
ness and view of the 
Pauline mission as re-
vealed in her writings. 

After sketching out Prima Maestra’s family 
background and human-Christian formation, 
the author focuses on the young Teresa’s meet-
ing with Fr. Alberione, her choice of life, her ap-
pointment as Superior General of the new In-
stitute and her contribution to the development 
of the whole Pauline Family. Although Maestra 
Thecla felt very small and weak, her complete 
trust in the Founder enabled her to follow him 
courageously and wholeheartedly, embracing 
the will of God as manifested through him.

In her spiritual testament, the offering of her 
life to God reveals that her top priority for all 
the Daughters of St. Paul was that every mem-
ber of the Institute become holy. This testament 
is of perennial importance in that it urges us 
to continually revitalize our formation on the 
spiritual, cultural, communitarian and apostolic 
levels so as to reinvigorate our journey toward 
holiness–the true foundation of Pauline apos-
tolic mysticism.
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THE BEAUTIFUL WORK  
OF HUMBLE LOVE

The birth and shap-
ing of the religious 

life in the West is linked 
to the figure of a man 
of God from ancient 
Rome: Benedict of Nor-
cia. In him, the Church 

manifests a spiritual synthesis that, in gath-
ering together the “essence of an era,” of a 
culture that had by that time run its course, 
already presaged new times by means of the 
grafting of the Gospel onto Western lands.

Benedict’s fundamental intuition is that 
being human consists in having a heart that 
has been humbled through listening to Je-
sus and keeping one’s gaze fixed passion-
ately on him. From that burning nucleus of 
a “singleminded” (monachus) heart emerges 
a new person–one who takes action, who 
bears within him/herself the “climate” char-
acteristic of the martyrs: the beautiful work 
of humble love. The act of humble love is 
the foundation of the dynamism of a com-
mon life and home, civilization and culture. 
The rereading of Benedict’s spiritual insight 
reached the point of condensing it into the 
extremely summarized phrase ora et labora 
(pray and work)–a kind of mantra that has 
come to identify Benedict and his spiritual 
tradition–that is to say, a style of contempla-

tion in which total listening to God results in 
a radiant gaze and hard-working hands that 
plunge deep into the earth to make the des-
ert bloom.

In the spiritual style matured in a Bene-
dictine monastic environment, the contem-
plative aspect that is a part of every human 
being took on the typical features that, down 
the centuries, spread the Gospel not only 
in the West but throughout the universal 
Church. In fact, it led to the definition of “con-
templation” in a genuinely Christian sense, 
placing it alongside the foundation of faith: 
Caro cardo salutis (the flesh is the hinge of 
salvation). Contemplation cannot be sepa-
rated from “touching with one’s hands” (cf. 
1 Jn. 1:1), listening, seeing, savoring, smell-
ing. And this prayer of adoration radiates out, 
blossoming into good works.

The Christian contemplation experi-
ence in Benedictine monastic declension is 
marked by a view of “the flesh” as some-
thing malleable. Monastic life fosters a free-
dom that laboriously matures in “earthy” 
conditions because it is a place that, in the 
name of Jesus, fosters bonds that are trust-
worthy, fraternal and hospitable. In such a 
spiritual environment, contemplation chal-
lenges and rises above pure intellectual vi-
sion and gnosticism and becomes a knowl-
edge of spiritual truths. Through the “nudity 
of the flesh,” contemplation overturns its 
many definitions and, in the dark abyss of 
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the flesh, opens a person to the transcen-
dence of listening.

In Christian contemplation, listening is 
the fundamental experience that leads to vi-
sion. Listening to the written Word gives rise 
to wisdom and to the relish of contemplat-
ing the achievement of impossible deeds. 
Listening reawakens all a person’s spiritual 
faculties to a new way of sensing, namely: “in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). Isn’t it true that Mary 
of Nazareth, after listening to the Word, saw, 
savored and sang about impossible things? 
Contemplation is a kind of listening that im-
mediately gives rise to acts of love.

ConteMPlation: “Seeing BeYond” 
Benedict saw two fundamental and insep-

arable points of light in the “seeing beyond” 
that constitutes contemplation (defined lit-
erally as: to delineate the space of heaven 
in which to grasp divine auspices for the fu-
ture). These two points of light are prayer and 
work. Prayer: immersion in the horizon of lis-
tening to God, who speaks to us–a celebra-
tion of the divine mysteries. Work: plunging 
one’s hands into the earth and its rhythms, 
and into relationships that interweave with 
one another.

To put it another way: it is necessary to 
humbly listen to every voice because, for 
the person of God who has been trained to 
read the Holy Scriptures, “no language is 
meaningless” (cf. 1 Co. 14:10). And, in close 
dependence on listening, it is necessary to 
humbly “take care of God’s work” in creation 
and through human interactions from gener-
ation to generation. A humble person is one 
who, thirsting for God, welcomes him in ev-
eryone and everything and responds to him 
with grateful love. A humble person is a con-
templative person.

The ancient view of the human being 
tended to place homo cogitans (thinking 
man)(or homo orans–praying man) in opposi-
tion to homo faber (working man)–a contrast 
that cast a negative light on “exterior” activi-
ty. From this perspective of the “dominion” of 
thinking/praying over activity, work was seen 
as pure toil–a person’s servile subjection to 
entrepreneurial needs or desires. Apart from 
the Christian view, it was not seen as an act 
in which a person seeks the truth about him/
herself and strives to adore God (the Gospel 
understanding of work): “Do this and live” (Lk. 

10:37), which is also how work is perceived in 
the symbolic context of the monastic life. 

Augustine–and to an even greater extent 
Gregory the Great, and with him a whole 
line of subsequent spiritual thinkers–ques-
tioned the relationship between contempla-
tion and action in terms that tended to place 
the two in conflict (it is enough to recall the 
Prologue of Augustine’s Dialogues). Bene-
dict, instead, intuitively grasped things from 
a new perspective, revealed precisely by the 
unexpected explosion of the Gospel: a hori-
zon opened by the theological intentionality 
of action, namely, that nothing is more pre-
cious than Christ and the need to manifest 
him in one’s every attitude, action and daily 
suffering.

In reality, the Benedictine Rule passed 
into history as the inspirer of a new and dy-
namic balance between the meditative and 
practical dimensions of the human soul. 
Benedict himself had inherited this spiritual 
wisdom from the Fathers of the desert. If we 
want to cite them in order of precedence, the 
first on the list would be Anthony the Hermit. 
Tormented by the thought that his life was 
useless, Anthony wept copiously and asked 
God how he could be saved. According to 
the story, all of a sudden “someone like him-
self” (perhaps an angel) appeared to him. (It 
is important to underscore here the two as-
pects of this apparition: the fact that it was 
both similar to Anthony and at the same time 
different from him.) The apparition prayed, 
then stopped to weave a mat. Then it once 
more immersed itself in prayer. It repeated 
this pattern throughout the day, moving back 
and forth from prayer to work, the two vital 
moments alternating in a rhythm that gave a 
new harmony to life. Do this and you will be 
saved: this was the teaching of the apparition 
“that was like himself.”

This may have been the wellspring of the 
lifestyle proposed by Benedict, the man of 
God, but today the question can be raised: 
how can the monastic principle be adapted 
to our modern cultural context, with its strong 
trend toward individualism, and even more to 
the post-modern context?

Mother Ignazia Angelini
Abbess of the Viboldone Benedictine Monastery 

(Milan), Italy

The second and last part of this article will be published in the 
next issue of Paolineonline.
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”I’LL TAKE CARE OF THINGS…”

For me, remember-
ing Maestra Thecla 

is like remembering my 
mother because Prima 
Maestra was not only 
our Superior General, to 
whom we owed respect, 
obedience and docility, 
but she was also our 
mother–a mother who 
understood the strong 

and weak points of the persons entrusted to her 
by divine Providence.

Her sensitivity and great humanity left a 
profound mark on my Pauline religious life. I 
got to know her during my years of formation 
in Rome, when she would visit the various sub-
groups of the community and the different sec-
tors of the apostolate. She readily stopped to 
greet people with warm and maternal affection, 
attentive to what they had to say. Her simple, 
decisive, spontaneous and welcoming person-
ality inspired everyone with serenity and trust. 
She loved happy and lively recreations, during 
which she captivated us with her wit, jokes and 
games. Those times, filled with hearty laughter, 
restored and refreshed us in body and soul.

Prima Maestra’s joyful spirit was also clear-
ly evident on occasions such as vestitions and 
professions, at which she would greet and 
bless the new “little sisters” who were preparing 
to launch out on new apostolic experiences. At 
those times, her joy overflowed into praise and 
thanksgiving to the Lord.

I personally experienced her great humanity 
when my already frail health took a turn for the 
worse during my novitiate. In those days, young 
women asking to be admitted to the Pauline re-
ligious life were scrutinized carefully and fre-
quently applicants were not accepted or else, 
later on down the line, some candidates were 
not permitted to continue the Pauline journey. I 
too ran that risk! But in spite of my precarious 
health, Maestra Nazarena allowed me to finish 
my canonical novitiate, even though I was not 
able to conclude it with my profession.

During the course of spiritual exercises that 
we made at Ariccia prior to profession day, I 
had the chance to speak with Prima Maestra. 
She asked me questions about my health (a 
situation about which she had already been in-
formed) and reassured me with these words: 
“Don’t worry about it. Just keep praying. For 
now, make your profession in your heart. I’ll 
take care of things. In the meantime, do what-
ever Maestra Nazarena tells you.”

I was the last novice to speak with Prima 
Maestra because that evening she returned 
to Albano, where she began to manifest signs 
of having suffered a cerebral spasm–the first 
symptom of the thrombosis that was to follow. I 
was told later by Maestra Nazarena and Maes-
tra Costantina (the superior of the Albano com-
munity) that during that time of suffering, it was 
clear that my conversation with Maestra Thecla 
about non-admission to profession due to my 
health was weighing on her mind because she 
had murmured over and over again, “Poor little 
thing. Poor little thing. But if it’s really not possi-
ble, then patience!”

The spiritual exercises ended and while my 
co-novices prepared to make their religious 
profession, Maestra Nazarena accompanied 
me to Albano (the community in which I was 
to be inserted and of which I am still a member 
to this day). There I was to undergo the medi-
cal treatments that would hopefully restore my 
health. And it was precisely because I was in 
this house that I had the chance to see Prima 
Maestra more often. It made me very happy to 
be near her! Within a short time, speaking be-
came very difficult for her and the little she was 
able to say cost her a great deal of effort. But 
her bright and penetrating gaze revealed her 
interior strength, her thirst for holiness and her 
vibrant participation in the life of the Congre-
gation.

Sitting on the terrace, she would look out 
toward the horizon and exclaim: “Down there, 
beyond the sea, many Daughters are carrying 
out the apostolate. How much good they are 
doing! May God bless them!” Or else, looking 
up at the stars, she would say: “The Daugh-
ters of St. Paul in faraway lands are looking at 
these same stars,” and she would recite ejac-
ulations, asking God to bless them with light, 
strength and grace.
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When her health permitted, Prima Maestra 
would willingly visit the Clinic’s bedridden pa-
tients. She had a smile and words of encourage-
ment and comfort for everyone without distinc-
tion, including sisters from other Congregations. 
At Albano, we were all one big family and she 
was the “Prima Maestra” of us all. She partici-
pated with pleasure in the recreations organized 
by the patients. And she was surrounded not 
only by the necessary medical assistance but 
also by a great deal of attention and affection. 
Primo Maestro came to see her often. He would 
spend a lot of time with her, celebrate Mass, 
guide our meditation and visit the sick. Together, 
Primo Maestro and Prima Maestra welcomed 
Pope Paul VI when he visited Albano.

But in spite of all the medical care she re-
ceived, the moment finally arrived when Prima 
Maestra reached the end of her earthly pilgrim-

age. Fr. Alberione hastened to her bedside to 
bless her and assist her passage to eternity 
while she, serene and composed, voiced her 
final “here I am” to God. At that point, her great 
heart, overflowing with love, tenderness and 
apostolic zeal, ceased to beat.

This is my testimony concerning the action 
of Prima Maestra in my life from that moment 
at Ariccia when she said to me, “I’ll take care 
of things.”

She truly took my vocational journey to 
heart in spite of the many problems and doubts 
surrounding it. A year later, I made my profes-
sion. And when Maestra Nazarenza handed 
me the little card bearing my new name and I 
saw that I would be called Maria Tecla, I knew 
that it was in honor of the person and works of 
Prima Maestra.

M. Tecla Ferrante, fsp

 
FIRST PROFESSIONS
Feitosa Bezerra Gabrielle   12-06-2016 São Paulo, Brazil 
Freire da Silva Ilvania    12-06-2016 São Paulo, Brazil 
Haingoarifidy Jeannine Vololonirina  30-06-2016 Antananarive, Madagascar 
Katungu Kisokolo Ghislaine   30-06-2016 Kinshasa, Congo
Bolunda Baambo Cécile   30-06-2016 Kinshasa, Congo
Koïla Yolande    30-06-2016 Kinshasa, Congo
Gimbo Violet    30-06-2016 Kampala and Nairobi
Muindi Jacinta Mukai    30-06-2016 Kampala and Nairobi
Mutenyo Lucy Nasimiyu   30-06-2016 Kampala and Nairobi
Mumbe Elizabeth Mueni   30-06-2016 Kampala and Nairobi
Casayas Ana Maria    30-06-2016 Lipa, Philippines
Chantharathongkhan Manassanan  30-06-2016 Lipa, Philippines

PERPETUAL PROFESSIONS
Lutaaya Sr. Bernardette   11-06-2016 Kampala, Uganda
Ibok Sr. Veronica    11-06-2016 Kampala, Uganda
Okwor Sr. Amarachi Cecilia   12-06-2016 Abuja, Nigeria
Omeje Sr. Justine    12-06-2016 Abuja, Nigeria
Muadi Kanda Sr. Anuarite   12-06-2016 Kinshasa, Congo
Forchap Sr. Neville    18-06-2016 Manfe, Cameroon and United States
Burca Sr. Paula    18-06-2016 Bucharest, Romania
Jurado Sr. Johana    19-06-2016 Bogotá, Colombia
Ruiz Sr. Andrea    19-06-2016 Bogotá, Colombia
Acosta Sr. Simona Rosario   26-06-2016 San Juan, Puerto Rico
Tyler Sr. Kelly Andrew Marie   26-06-2016 Houston (TX), United States
Tablante Sr. Josephine   29-06-2016 Manila, Philippines
Lee Sr. Susanna    29-06-2016 Seoul, Korea 
Bae Gi Sun Y. Sr. Magdalena   29-06-2016 Seoul, Korea
Choi Yun J. Sr. Clara    29-06-2016 Seoul, Korea
Eom Hye Jin Sr. Helena   29-06-2016 Seoul, Korea
Lee Young Jin Sr. Elisabeth   29-06-2016 Seoul, Korea
Andrade Sr. Sara Gilvaz   03-07-2016 Madrid, Spain
Anggie Sr. Laura    09-07-2016 Tambuna (Sabah), Malaysia
Huang Sr. Agnese    16-07-2016 Taipei (Taiwan), East Asia
Liu Hsing Pei Sr. Rosa   16-07-2016 Taipei (Taiwan), East Asia
George Yasmen Sr. Fouzia   27-07-2016 Lahore, Pakistan
Medeiros de Araújo Sr. Fabíola   06-08-2016 São Paulo, BrazilEv
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“YOUR TIME WILL COME”

When I was young, 
the thing that fas-

cinated me to the point 
of making me decide 
to enter the Congrega-
tion of the Daughters of 
St. Paul at the age of 
14 was a vocation film 
that showed the sisters 
and their candidates 

working at the printing presses. And when 
I entered the Institute in the community of 
Alba, lo and behold–I was assigned to work 
at those very same presses!

My years of formation were happy ones 
and I lived them enthusiastically, discovering 
that there was more to the Pauline apostolate 
than printing–in fact, the sisters used many 
other instruments to carry out their mission. I 
was strongly drawn to propaganda and I ea-
gerly awaited the day on which I would finally 
“sprout wings” and be commissioned to take 
the Good News to parishes, homes, schools 
and every other human environment.

After I made my vestition, I was sent to 
Venice, where I had the chance to carry out 
this wonderful aspect of our apostolate. But 
to my great disappointment I was asked to 
return to Alba just three months later be-
cause the sister who had taken my place 
at the printing press had fallen ill. It was a 
big crisis for me, but I told myself: “Patience! 
You’ll be able to return to propaganda after 
your novitiate!”

The day after our profession, which took 
place in Rome, we, the newly-professed, 
clustered around our formation mistress, 
Maestra Nazarena, who was leaving for Sar-
dinia. At one point, amidst all the goodbyes, 
one of my companions, Sr. Fatima Malloci, 
piped up: “Maestra Nazarena, what about 
Valeriana? What will she be doing?” Maestra 
Nazarena caught my eye and said, “Tomor-
row evening you will leave for Alba….”

I looked back at her with astonishment 
and dismay and quickly left the group to hide 
behind a door so that no one would see the 
flood of tears that poured out of me. The 
need to renounce the propaganda aposto-
late was a sorrow I carried within me for the 
next three years. It was so keen that Sr. Ce-
cilia Calabresi had to finally say to me: “Stop 

it! This [typography work] is your apostolate! 
Stop longing for something else!”

Another event served to reinforce the fact 
that the Lord seemed to want me in the tech-
nical apostolate. On one of her visits to Alba, 
Maestra Amalia Peyrolo told us that several 
members of our community had been cho-
sen to go to the missions.

Once more, I was overwhelmed with the 
yearning to go out, out, OUT…. I asked impul-
sively, “How is it possible that so many others 
are chosen for the missions while I have to 
remain here?” Maestra Amalia looked at me 
seriously and said, “You’ll remain here until 
you are 70 years old….” Very disillusioned 
and downcast, I told myself sternly: “Enough 
is enough! Just keep quiet from now on!”

But it proved to be a short-lived resolu-
tion. Not long afterward, Prima Maestra The-
cla paid a visit to Alba. When it was time for 
her to leave, I saw her pick up her bag and I 
raced toward her, exclaiming, “Prima Maes-
tra, when will it be my turn to go to the mis-
sions?” She gave me a maternal smile and 
replied, “Do your best at the apostolate to 
which you are presently assigned. Afterward, 
your time will come….”

Another disillusionment! But then, four 
years after Prima Maestra’s death, my yearn-
ing to go to the missions was finally fulfilled. 
With a heart overflowing with joy and burning 
with the desire to take the Gospel to every-
one, I left for the Congo.

Since I had lived in Alba for so many 
years, I had had the grace to see and speak 
with Prima Maestra Thecla many times. Her 
smile, her simplicity and her entire being ra-
diated love and trust.

Thank you, Prima Maestra, for your great 
love for us. I always feel you close to me.

Valeriana Poletto, fsp
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HUMANITY, EDUCATION,  
CITIZENSHIP
ParadigMS for a new Media Culture

There is no person–regardless of sex, age 
or degree of inculturation–whose exis-

tence is not touched in some way by the me-
dia. But what is a medium? Is it a key instru-
ment as Marshall McLuhan affirmed? Or is it 
a hospitable and real environment, as more 
recent approaches to the phenomenon seem 
to propose? Both interpretations are partial 
and reveal a fundamental problem, namely, 
that whether or not a medium is considered 
to be an instrument or a space of existence, 
it is a subject on the same level as the human 
being, who is unfortunately absorbed in a 
cultural dimension in which he/she is obliged 
to carry out the role of co-actor. This situation 
suffocates certain important human preroga-
tives with regard to the bond between indi-
viduals and the media. The first is creativity, 

which today’s digital culture is powerfully re-
affirming, and the second is freedom, which 
takes as its point of reference the archetyp-
ical concepts of the media as personalized 
and individualized instruments.

The explosion of the digital culture has 
fostered awareness that a medium is nothing 
other than an intervention on the part of the 
person, who freely and creatively chooses to 
use it for a particular need or in a specific sit-
uation as a “reflection” of him/herself. It is the 
person who freely chooses to take advan-
tage of a digital device. With this presupposi-
tion, one can propose a social theory called 
medial humanity (Ceretti & Padula, 2016), 
which is founded on the conviction that from 
a certain point onward in history, individuals 
coexist and live with the media. Today, hu-
man beings cannot exempt themselves from 
being “medial,” regardless of whether or not 
they possess and use the modern technol-
ogies. To be medial means to live portions 
of one’s life with and in the media. It means 
living in a social network; it also means form-
ing opinions and orienting one’s choices ac-
cording to what one reads in the newspaper 
or watches on television. A medial person is 
not an individual who has been (re)made/(re)
shaped by today’s technologies, but a person 
who realizes that his/her identity is profound-
ly ingrained in the media. And this situation 
translates into the idea of “media projection,” 
by which we mean that the media should 
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be understood as projections of the human 
being–as images of our ethical qualities, as 
reflections of our joys and sorrows, as re-
verberations of our desires and intentions. 
Thus it is humanity itself that is projected in 
the media. Beware, however, not to confuse 
the media with a mirror, a cramped frame-
work, or a distorted filter. The concept “me-
dial humanity” cannot be interpreted in this 
way. The most genuine understanding of it 
lies in this very simple but radical statement: 
we are the media. It is the person who gives 
meaning to the content; it is the person who 
is the message, who creates and recreates 
him/herself through a particular medium.

Therefore, medial humanity is the human 
race itself: a collection of women and men in 
relationship with one another, learning, grow-
ing and making mistakes together. In real life 
(that is, life offline) the opportunities to under-
stand one another and to put common sense 
and good manners into practice are fostered 
by interpersonal relationships, but this situ-
ation is often nullified online due to the in-
finite number of relationships possible and 
the resulting chaos. The unlimited boundar-
ies of the World Wide Web often leads to the 
radicalization of one’s existence and to ex-
tremist behavior. The medial person remains 
a person, with all the potentials and risks that 
characterize human existence. Neverthe-
less, the concept of medial humanity is re-
duced to a mere utopia if it is lived passively, 
if it is taken for granted, if it is not accom-
panied by structured reflection. An intensive 
work of education is necessary to help me-
dial humanity use the communicative/repre-

sentative potentials of the digital media. This 
pedagogical action aimed at forming a medi-
al person can be called meducation–a new 
word coined to indicate the media education 
of medial humanity. By meducation we mean 
a collection of practices and formats that are 
not limited to an individual’s presence on the 
Web but that embrace every aspect of his/
her existence. In this case too, the paradigm 
shift is striking: it no longer involves learning 
an instrument of technology because the first 
“students” are precisely the media inasmuch 
as they are projections of ourselves. We are 
the media. If a person is meducated to what 
is beautiful, true and good, then the media 
will be beautiful, true and good.

The advent of digital technologies has 
reshaped and altered the bond between hu-
man beings and the media. The preceding 
relationship was limited to a double role (the 
producer of content and its user), but today 
these roles have been short-circuited. The 
user does not simply “utilize” the content re-
ceived but can create, produce and consume 
it without restrictions. These are the underly-
ing reasons for the paradigm shift to a new 
media situation.

First of all, it is essential to refocus on the 
humanizing dimension of a medium, which 
is nothing other than a projection of the per-
son who creates, develops and uses it. In 
the second place, it is fundamental to rethink 
the aspect of media education, which must 
involve the whole person as a medial human 
being, not imprison him/her in a compart-
mentalized approach to the phenomenon 
that no longer reflects the requirements of 
the current scenario. 

Massimiliano Padula
National President of AIART  

Viewers’ Association
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IN ROME, ITALY ON THE FEAST 
OF ST. PAUL

“It is with deep emotion that I celebrate 
this Eucharist with you, the members of the 
Pauline Family, who are living witnesses to 
the Apostle Paul.” With these words, Dom 
Roberto Dotta, the Abbot of St. Paul Basilica, 
began his homily during the Eucharistic Cel-
ebration which he presided over to celebrate 
the Jubilee of Mercy of the Pauline Family. It 
was an event which everyone had been look-
ing forward to as a very favorable moment to 
pass through the Holy Door as a Family, thus 
witnessing to our journey of conversion and 
openness to the Father’s mercy. Many mem-
bers of the various branches of the Pauline 
Family participated in the event, including all 
the major superiors of the Society of St. Paul 
and the Superiors General of the other Insti-

tutes of the Pauline Family. At the end of the 
Mass, Fr. Valdir José De Castro, SSP Supe-
rior General, thanked the Abbot and all those 
present for their participation, concluding with 
the words: “Let us pray that we may follow the 
example of the Apostle Paul in witnessing to 
the goodness and tenderness of God and the 
wealth of grace we have received during this 
Holy Year of Mercy by means of our personal 
witness and apostolate.”

IN SAO PAULO, BRAZIL  
ON THE FEAST OF THE APOSTLES 
PETER AND PAUL

The Pauline Family gathered in the Sanc-
tuary of St. Jude Thaddeus, Jabaquara (Sao 
Paulo) to celebrate the Jubilee of Mercy to-
gether. After passing through the Holy Door, 
the members of the various Institutes of the 
PF participated in a Eucharistic Liturgy cel-
ebrated by Fr. Valdecir Pereira Uveda, Vice 
Provincial of the Society of St. Paul.

It was an intense moment in which to cel-
ebrate the memory of our charism’s history, 
recalling the words of our Founder, Blessed 
James Alberione: “Were he to comply with 
your request and tell you something of what 
he still remembers and that you consider 
useful for the Pauline Family, he would have 
to recount a twofold story: first, the story of 
God’s mercy so as to sing a marvelous ‘Glo-
ry to God in the highest and on earth peace 
to all people.’ And then the humiliating story 
of his lack of conformity to the superabun-
dance of divine love and his need to com-
pose a new and sorrowful ‘Miserere’ for his 
many sins and omissions” (AD 1). 

The vocation of the Pauline Family is the 
fruit of divine mercy. It is the fruit of the merci-
ful gaze of our Divine Master and Shepherd. 
It is a gift of God in and for the Church.

Jubilee of Mercy of the
Pauline Family

In some countries around the world,  
this important event was celebrated as a Family.  

Here are two accounts of it.
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WINDOW ON THE CHURCH
the eMoJi BiBle

The Bible, one of 
the most popular 
and most translated 
texts in the world, 
has been made 
even more appeal-
ing to young people 
by its recent transla-

tion into emoji, that is to say, the little icons of 
faces used in chat rooms and social networks. 
The result of the experiment is a 3,300-page 
book, subtitled The Scriptures 4 Millenials–that 
is, young people born after 1980. The transla-
tion is also available on iTunes and Twitter.

This is not the first attempt to produce 
books in emoji. A few weeks ago, three Ital-
ian researchers translated Pinocchio into 
this iconic language with the help and sug-
gestions of Twitter users; last year the daily 
paper, The Guardian, ran an emoji transla-
tion of U.S. President Barack Obama’s State 
of the Union Address, and Chinese artist Xu 
Bing has written a novel entitled A Story with-
out Words entirely in emoji.

Pan-orthodox CounCil

The holy and great Council of the Ortho-
dox Church ended with a solemn Divine Lit-
urgy on 26 June. “We have written a page 
of history,” said the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Bartholomew I, at the end of 
the Council’s work. The Churches have de-
cided to hold a Council every 7-10 years. In 
their final message, the participants wrote: 
“We are listening to the people’s pain, an-
guish and cry for justice and peace.”

MalaYSia: firSt audio VerSion  
of the BiBle in a triBal language

At times a simple innovation can make 
the Bible more accessible to everyone, even 
very small ethnic groups. This is the case in 

Sabah, Malaysia, where an audio version of 
the sacred text has now been produced in 
Kadazan, the official tribal language of the 
state.

In presenting the new edition, Archbishop 
Joseph Marino, Apostolic Nuncio to Malay-
sia, defined it as a significant event for the 
Church in Kota Kinabalu, saying, “This audio 
instrument will give many more people ac-
cess to the Bible, which is the source of the 
story of salvation. It is the font of our life as 
Church, which goes forth as a missionary to 
the world.”

The translation project, which took a 
year-and-a-half to complete, is the fruit of 
research conducted by the faithful of Kota 
Kinabalu, who realized that there was still 
no translation of the New Testament in the 
two predominant local languages, Kadazan 
and Dusun. Coordinated by Louise Rose of 
Faith Comes By Hearing (an association that 
produces audio Bibles), the project produced 
10,000 texts of the Gospels in Kadazan, read 
and dramatized by 30 people. The taping of 
the Bible in Dusun is still in progress but it is 
hoped that it will be completed by the end of 
2016.

WINDOW ON THE WORLD
CanneS filM feStiVal:  
eCuMeniCal JurY Prize awarded to  
Juste la fin du monde
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“Louis, a terminally-ill writer, returns home 
after a 12-year absence to announce his im-
pending death to his family in the hope of 
inspiring love and hope among his relatives. 
What can’t be said in words is clearly commu-
nicated by facial expressions in Xavier Dolan’s 
film. In what is not said, in the screams and 
looks, we find the story of a family in which 
loved is not expressed and in which people 
scream so as to avoid revealing what is es-
sential.” With these words, the 2016 Cannes 
Film Festival awarded its Ecumenical Jury 
Prize to It’s Only the End of the World, a film 
by Canadian Xavier Dolan. The film also won 
the Grand Prix prize at the same Festival.

woMen religiouS CoMBat  
huMan traffiCking

As 5 August, the open-
ing date of the Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro, 
draws closer, a grow-
ing effort is being made 
to combat the human 
trafficking industry. As 
always, the Olympics 

offer their host country a golden opportuni-
ty for economic growth but it is also a favor-
able moment for an escalation in crime and 
in human trafficking for motives of work or 
sex. The campaign Play for Life is seeking 
to sensitize Brazilians to this phenomenon 
and to urge the country’s citizens, media and 
travel agencies to take steps to prevent this 
from happening, or, if this proves unsuccess-
ful, to combat the situation. Supporting the 
campaign is Talitha Kum, the International 
Network of Consecrated Women Against Hu-
man Trafficking, and the International Union 
of Women Superiors General. The campaign 
is being carried out by means of preventive 
methods such as the distribution of informa-
tion on the subject and also through educa-
tional activities aimed primarily at teens and 
young adults, who run the highest risk of 
becoming the victims of traffickers. Different 
Churches and government organizations are 
collaborating with the campaign, making it a 
true ecumenical project.

uniting to Safeguard the enVironMent

Catholics, Buddhists and Hindus recent-
ly met in Rome to strike a “pact” on behalf 
of the earth, “our precious house of life,” in 

the common concern to defend it from the 
threats of a rapidly-changing climate, exploit-
ative lifestyles and economic systems that 
result in suffering populations, poverty and 
forced migrations.

The one-day interfaith meeting, centered 
on this common commitment to the environ-
ment, was entitled What is the future of our 
common home? Interreligious experiences 
and reflections on human beings and the 
environment. The event was coordinated by 
the Italian Episcopal Conference’s Office for 
Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue, the 
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, 
the Italian Buddhist Union and the Italian 
Hindu Union.

The “power idea” behind the initiative was 
to determine how Catholics, Buddhists and 
Hindus can unite around this “golden thread” 
that runs through all three faiths through di-
alogue centered on attention and respect for 
the environment and for the dignity of the hu-
man being in it. 

WINDOW ON COMMUNICATION
Radio Jyoti: BangladeSh’S firSt  
CatholiC radio Station

Radio Jyoti (Light), the first Catholic Ra-
dio station in Bangladesh, is an online radio 
station that can also be accessed on smart-
phones. The broadcasting studio is located 
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in Emmaus Catholic Church in Bogra (Ra-
jshahi Diocese). The radio station has a very 
precise goal: to raise awareness about Christ 
and the Church both at home and abroad.

Bishop Gervas Rozario of Rajshahi says: 
“Through the radio, we want to keep people 
who live in Bangladesh and abroad informed. 
We want to teach them the Church’s values 
and offer them hymns and plays, morals and 
ethical principles. We want to enhance the 
protection of children, women and the envi-
ronment, and teach our citizens to cherish 
the Benagli culture.”

The diocese has trained 25 local young 
people, mostly from ethnic minorities, to pro-
duce and host the station’s programs. For 
now, the radio broadcasts one hour a day 
but the bishop says that the station hopes to 
lengthen its transmissions so that listeners 
at home and abroad can hear the country’s 
Christian news, world Church news and na-
tional news.

international CatholiC filM feStiVal

The International Catholic Film Festival, 
Mirabile Dictu, was held in Rome from 20-23 
June. Out of the more than 8,000 films sub-
mitted for the 7th edition of this annual event, 
the Jury awarded the Best Film prize to Pab-
lo Moreno for his entry Poveda. The prize for 
Best Short Film went to The Confession by 
John La Raw, while Best Documentary was 
awarded to Life Is Never Wasted, a Polish 
film by Krzysztof Tadej. The Mirabile Dictu 
Festival is esteemed for giving an identity 
and voice to a film genre that is becoming 
always more important in worldwide cinema-
tography.

zaMBia: lumen tV will Soon Begin 
BroaCaSting

By the end of 2016, Lumen TV, Zambia’s 
first national television station, will start airing 
its programs. Just a few months from now, 
this sub-Saharan country will fulfill the long-

held dream of its Local Church to launch a 
broadcasting station powerful enough to 
reach the whole country. In fact, it was during 
the first African Synod in 1994 that the Zam-
bian bishops began to reflect on the use of 
the means of mass communication for evan-
gelization, focusing above all on the radio. 
The result was the creation of a series of 
diocesan radio stations which up until now 
have been the most efficacious way of pro-
claiming the Gospel and forming the faithful. 
With the advent of Lumen TV, all Zambians 
will have access not only to strictly religious 
programs but also to information and to ed-
ucational programs aimed at social develop-
ment (for example, health care). 

Practically speaking, Lumen TV Zambia 
is an extension of activities the Local Church 
has already been carrying out for years in the 
country.

ITALY

FR. MARKO IVAN RUPNIK 
AWARDED THE PAULINE 

COMMUNICATIONS  
AND CULTURE PRIZE  

2016

Fr. Rupnik was awarded the Pauline 
Communications and Culture Prize 
2016 for renewing the tradition of sa-
cred art by making stone and colors, 
East and West, speak. Convinced that 
good must manifest itself as beauty in 
order to be true good, the award is a 
specific recognition of his commitment 
to creating the logo and motto of the 
Jubilee of Mercy.
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“I am 
 the resurrection 

 and the life.  
Those 

 who believe in me  
will live, 

 even though they die. 
Jn. 11:25

DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL

Sr. M. Maddalena Teresa Ricon, age 84 - 23.04.2016 - Pasay City, Philippines
Sr. M. Dolores Aurelia Massaretti, age 83 - 29.04.2016 - São Paulo, Brazil
Sr. M. Mercedes Filippa Randisi, age 85 - 10.05.2016 - Albano, Italy
Sr. M. Lorenza Mirella Meinero, age 80 - 12.05.2016 - Alba, Italy
Sr. M. Flaviana Erminia Cavallin, age 86 - 22.05.2016 - Albano, Italy
Sr. Natalia Vivian, age 88 - 27.05.2016 - Alba, Italy
Sr. M. Beatrice Sadako Miyamoto, age 89 - 01.06.2016 - Hiratsuka, Japan
Sr. M. Teresa Pascuina Voltarelli, age 88 - 07.06.2016 - São Paulo, Brazil
Sr. M. Angela Maria Teresa Cois, age 86 - 03.07.2016 - Albano, Italy

PARENTS OF OUR SISTERS

Sr. Maria Gorete Orfao Mendes (Mother, Maria Grazia) of the Funchal, Portugal community
Sr. M. Carmela Braganza (Mother, Marciana) of the Pasay CP, Philippines community
Sr. Ofelia Dondoyano (Mother, Mercedes) of the Valencia, Spain community
Sr. Luz Marina Plata (Father, Gregorio) of the Bogota O, Colombia community
Sr. Janice Bernardis (Mother, Olimpia) of the São Paulo TM, Brazil community

PAULINE FAMILY

Sr. M. Bernard (Flordelis) Oballo, pddm, age 70 - 23.04.2016 - Antipolo, Philippines
Sr. M. Joan Dharmai, pddm, age 63 - 09.05.2016 - Bangalore, India
Sr. Silvia Anna Salmistraro, sjbp, age 83 - 13.05.2016 - Negrar, Italy
Sr. M. Francesca Antonietta Chiesa, pddm, age 87 - 19.05.2016 - Sanfrè, Italy
Sr. Nicolina Maria Margherita Squarzon, sjbp, age 79 - 26.05.2016 - Negrar, Italy
Sr. M. Celina Beatriz Sena, pddm, age 87 - 03.06.2016 - Cordoba, Argentina
Sr. M. Josè Elima Estarofilda Romero, pddm, age 61 - 08.06.2016 - Corrientes, Argentina
Sr. Shirley Torrente, sjbp, age 55 - 28.06.2016 - San Fernando, La Union, Philippines
Br. Massimo Luigi Benedetto Comarin, ssp, age 86 - 05.07.2016 - Bari, Italy
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