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“I AM A MISSION”

Dearest Sisters,
The month of Octo-
ber, which is marked 
by intense contem-
plation of Christ the 
Master, Apostle of the 
Father, urges us to 
grow in a missionary 
sensitivity brimming 
over with passion and 
love.
Looking at the situ-

ation of the Congregation, we see that our 
missionary spirit is alive and well. Currently, 
265 sisters are carrying out the apostolate 
outside their own nations: 70 Italian sisters 
in 28 countries; 28 Filipinos in 12 countries; 
25 Koreans in 12 countries; 17 Brazilians in 7 
countries; 16 Indians in 12 countries; 11 from 
the United States in 5 countries; and 8 Japa-
nese in 7 countries. To leave one’s homeland 
to strengthen the apostolate in other places 
is not something exceptional; it means living 
the missionary mandate, which has a univer-
sal dimension and is expressed in various 
ways, according to the different facets of the 
Pauline vocation: “It is not important if you 
use one means or another; what is important 
is ardent hearts that want to pour their full-
ness into the hearts of others…” (FSP47, p. 
417). To welcome or insert oneself into new 
cultures means leaving behind restricted 
ways of thinking, styles of life and habitual 
modes of behavior so as offer the Church and 
society the particular witness of prophecy.

We are questioned deeply by the rec-
ommendation of Paul VI to be faithful to the 
mandate entrusted to us because, as he 
said, “through the mercy of God, people can 
attain salvation in other ways, even though 
the gospel is not preached to them. If how-

ever, through lack of zeal or lack of courage, 
or ‘being ashamed of the gospel’ as St. Paul 
put it, or in deference to false theories, we fail 
to proclaim the gospel, can we ourselves be 
saved?” (EN 80)

In his Message for World Communica-
tions Day 2014, Pope Francis underscored:”
 By means of the Internet, the Christian mes-

sage can reach “the ends of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). Keeping the doors of our churches open 
also means keeping them open in the digital 
environment…. Communication is a means of 
expressing the missionary vocation of the entire 
Church; today the social networks are one way 
to experience this call to discover the beauty of 
faith, the beauty of encountering Christ.

We want to thank the sisters who in this 
time are preparing to take the warmth of the 
Gospel to other places, in particular: Sr. Regi 
(from India) and Sr. Virginie (from Madagas-
car), who will soon be going to Australia and 
Germany respectively; and Sr. Stella (from 
Korea) and Sr. Sobia (from Pakistan), who 
just a few months ago arrived in Argentina 
and Macau.

We also want to thank our “senior mis-
sionaries”–sisters over the age of 90 who 
are still fully involved in the apostolate in their 
adopted homelands, where they have spent 
all their energies proclaiming the Gospel. 
Among these we want to mention Sr. Loren-
zina Nota in Singapore and Sr. Lucia Mon-
terumici in Venezuela. There is no doubt that 
the torch our senior sisters have passed on 
to the Institute’s new missionaries burns with 
great light and apostolic ardor.

These sisters and many others are living 
in their own flesh the moving words of Pope 
Francis: “My mission is not just a part of my 
life or just another moment in it…. It is some-
thing I cannot uproot from my being…. I am 
a mission” (EG 273).

World Mission Day 2016, which is cen-
tered on the theme, Missionary Church, Wit-
ness of Mercy, invites us to “consider the mis-
sio ad gentes as an immense work of mercy, 
both spiritual and material…in which we gen-
erously offer our talents, creativity, wisdom 
and experience in order to bring the message 
of God’s tenderness and compassion to the 
entire human family” (Pope Francis).

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
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ARGENTINA
FSPS at the CorrienteS Book Fair

The city of Corrientes in northern Argentina 
recently celebrated its annual Book Fair, which 
this year revolved around the slogan, Make 
History! A wide range of cultural events for the 
public were programmed to accompany the 
Fair, including concerts, circus performances, 
meetings, exhibits, the presentation of new edi-
tions, etc. 

The Daughters of St. Paul were present at 
this important event by means of a stand that 
was visited by authorities and many other peo-
ple interested in the products of our Pauline 
publishing house. The Fair was attended by 
about 125,000 people and a total of more than 
100,000 books were purchased.

KOREA
aPoStolate oF the editionS

After a profound study of 
Blessed James Alberione’s 
book, The Apostolate of the 
Editions: A Handbook for 
Formation and the Apos-
tolate, and a meticulous 
comparison of the Italian 
and Korean languages, 
the Daughters of St. Paul 

of Korea have now published a Korean transla-
tion of the text. Our sisters tell us they made the 
decision to undertake this demanding job so as 
to give the members of their circumscription ac-
cess to the fundamental works of the Founder 
and thus come to a deeper grasp of the Pauline 
spirit: “To feel and think with Jesus Christ, to feel 
and think with the Church, to feel and think with 
St. Paul for souls” (AE, nn. 33-37); “to cleave 
to God completely and to become, like Jesus 
Christ, Way, Truth and Life for those we reach 
through our apostolate” (AE, n. 46).

intenSive ProPaganda

From 11 August–12 September 2016, the 
FSPs of Korea carried out an intensive propa-
ganda apostolate in the diocese of Daejeon–

the part of the country in which the Christian 
faith first took root in Korea. With great zeal, 
seven sisters and five novices utilized all their 
creativity to incarnate the Pauline charism 
among the faithful. Their month-long activities 
included visits to more than 50 parishes, book 
displays in churches and public institutions, 
animations for families, children and senior 
citizens, theatre performances, guided hours 
of Eucharistic adoration, liturgical dances and 
visits to patients in hospitals. Even today the 
faith of the people of Daejeon is profound and 
the Christian communities there generously 
live the Gospel values of charity and hospitality. 
Our propagandists were deeply moved by their 
meetings with the people and the glimpses they 
had into their lives, filled with sufferings, prob-
lems and struggles, but also overflowing with 
yearnings, hopes and prospects for the future.

We join our sisters in praising God for this 
apostolic experience, sure that many hearts 
were warmed and revitalized through their wit-
ness of life and proclamation of the Gospel.

INDIA
nagPur’S CatholiC inFormation Center 
CeleBrateS itS FirSt Birthday

The Catholic Informa-
tion Center in Nagpur 
was opened on 15 
March 2015 at the 
initiaive of Archbishop 
Abraham Viruthaku-

langara so as to help the laity of his diocese 
study the Bible more profoundly and get to un-
derstand it better.

Sr. Suman Tigga, fsp, director of the Center, 
writes: “We make ourselves available to people 
who wish to talk to us and we listen to their pains 
and sorrows.” The Center carries out its activi-
ties through various modes of communication: 
meetings with people, visits to schools, pray-
ing the rosary with local groups, the staging of 
street plays, choirs that sing hymns during the 
Christmas season, the holding of Bible art ex-
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hibits, and the use of games and films to make 
Jesus known to people of different Faiths.

To celebrate the Center’s first anniversary, 
the Archbishop presented certificates and a 
copy of the Bible to 60 people who had com-
pleted their Bible Course. This formation course 
also includes a correspondence course, which 
the FSPs are promoting and presenting in the 
parishes of the Archdiocese.

“i have Come that you may have liFe”

Heeding the words of Jesus in this Year of 
Mercy, the Daughters of St. Paul of Bandra 
recently visited a juvenile detention home for 
boys in Mumbai, where they taught 140 chil-
dren, ranging in age from 8-14, about love and 
peace through songs, games and dances. 
The authorities, who were very appreciative 
of the program, said: “You have brought joy 
to these boys by teaching them so creatively 
about values.” 

The sisters distributed books and sweets to 
the group and also left a small contribution to 
be used for their benefit.

PHILIPPINES
Family CamP

Twenty-eight families recently participated 
in a Family Camp held by the Daughters of St. 
Paul in their Alberione Home Auditorium, Pas-
ay City. The theme of the encounter was that 
of World Communications Day 2016: Commu-
nications and Mercy: A Fruitful Encounter.

The objective of the Camp was to highlight 
the importance of communication and mercy 
in building up relationships within and outside 
of the family in this Jubilee Year dedicated to 
mercy and the family. In fact, the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) 
has invited the Local Church to celebrate 2016 
as a Year of the Eucharist and the Family. This 
theme is part of the Nine Pastoral Priorities 
of the Church in the Philippines for the New 
Evangelization in preparation for its Great Ju-
bilee of 2021: the 500th anniversary of the com-
ing of Christianity to the Philippines. 

The Family Camp consisted of a full day 
of input and sharing on different issues that 
families are coping with today, such as health, 
drugs, natural disasters, financial problems, 
verbal abuse, bullying, the death of loved ones, 
computer addiction, etc. Special activities like 
drawing and film viewing were also organized 
for pre-teens and children.

The day concluded with a Eucharistic Cele-
bration presided over by Fr. Khris Llacer, SSP, 
who pointed out in his homily that commu-
nication is basic to all relationships. He also 
challenged the families to continue to spread 
mercy and to pray for unity in the family.

ITALY
national aSSemBly oF SuPeriorS

From 8-13 October 
2016, the superiors of 
the FSP Italian Prov-
ince gathered in the 
St. Paul House on the 
grounds of the Gener-
alate, Rome for their 

annual meeting–an important time dedicated 
to formation and the exchange of ideas and 
experiences. In view of their goal to carry out 
a unitary journey marked by renewed depth of 
life, the assembly’s reflections focused on the 
theme: Communities on the move toward inte-
grality of life, in continuity with the International 
Seminar on Apostolic Mysticism and our Inter-
chapter Meeting, both recently concluded.

MOZAMBIQUE
get uP and go Forth to ProClaim 
god’S Saving merCy!

FSPs Sr. Olga Massango and Sr. Edima Dos 
Santos recently celebrated their Silver Jubilees 
of religious profession in the parish of Our Lady 
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of Grace, Xipamanine, Maputo, along with the 
pastor of the parish, Fr. Santiago Lavigne, an 
Argentine Redemptorist, who was celebrating 
the same milestone. The Eucharistic Liturgy 
was presided over by Bishop João Carlos Ha-
toa Nunes, Auxiliary Bishop of Maputo, Bishop 
Germano Grachane, Bishop of Nacala, and 
Bishop Januário Nhangumbe, Bishop Emeritus 
of Pemba. Many priests, religious, friends and 
parishioners participated in the Mass.

To prepare for this intercongregational mis-
sionary event, several biblical animations were 
held on the theme: Get Up and Go Forth To 
Proclaim God’s Saving Mercy! The participants 
say that these formation sessions brought them 
closer to the Word of God and allowed them to 
share ideas concerning what the Bible has to 
say about mercy.

In keeping with Fr. Alberione’s urging to ele-
vate the spirit, culture and moral and civil levels 
of the people, the FSPs also offered the parish 
library a selection of books to help the faith-
ful use their time in a healthy, constructive and 
Gospel-oriented way.

CZECH REPUBLIC
PreSentation oF “amoriS laetitia”

The FSP Book Center of Prague recently 
held a meeting to present the post-synodal Ap-
ostolic Exhortation, Amoris Laetitia. After a brief 
introduction by Fr. Stanislav Pribyl, Secretary 
General of the Czech Episcopal Conference, 
three guest speakers–biblical scholar Jaroslav 
Brož, pastoral theologian Aleš Opatrný, and 
head of the Diocesan Center for the Family, Dr. 
Jana Šilhavá–took turns highlighting various 
aspects of the document. 

Biblical scholar Jaroslav Brož, who also 
translated the Exhortation into Czech, took the 
floor first, underscoring that the text ratifies all 
the fundamental truths of the Church’s teach-
ing about matrimony and then went on to illus-
trate how the document can be used in a pas-
toral way to help everyone better understand 
and live these teachings.

Pastoral theologian Aleš Opatrný said that 
the great value of the new Apostolic Exhorta-
tion is that it is not restricted to an examination 
of mutual relations between family members 
but considers the family in all its complexity. 

In her talk, Dr. Šilhavá said that the Exhor-
tation not only provided her with inspiration for 
her work but also for her personal life.

Those who attended the meeting were able 
to interact with the speakers by asking ques-
tions and many also purchased copies of the 
new document, which was printed by the FSPs.

SOUTH AFRICA
new Book Center in durBan

After running a book center located in their 
Durban residence for 13 years, our sisters re-
cently opened a new book center in the heart of 
the city, giving them the chance to expand and 
improve the organization of their apostolic activi-
ties. They are now able to present a wider range 
of books to the public, provide guided tours for 
Catholic school children, hold cultural meetings 
and encounters for pastoral workers, and guide 
courses in biblical and catechetical formation.

The FSPs took advantage of the inaugura-
tion ceremony to present the Pauline charism 
and the figure of Fr. James Alberione to those 
in attendance and they say it was heartwarming 
to see how enthusiastically everyone–priests, 
religious, families and youth from many differ-
ent parishes–participated in the event.

Our sisters thank God for enabling them to 
carry out the Pauline mission with always great-
er professionality and say that the FSP presence 
in Africa is becoming always more meaningful to 
the people.
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A SACRED LOOK:  
BECOMING CULTURAL MYSTICS
nanCy uSSelmann, FSP

A well-developed and 
very up-to-date text, es-
pecially in today’s world 
in which the media per-
meate every area of life, 
Sr. Nancy’s thesis, pre-
sented in partial fulfill-
ment for a Master of Arts 
Degree in Theology, ex-
plores how the grace of 

God is present in sacramental/liturgical sym-
bols and signs and how these can have theo-
logical significance through the application of 
anthropological-incarnational criteria to the 
human experience.

After a long and well-documented theolog-
ical presentation that reveals how the commu-
nication of beauty touches the sacred and is 
a revelation of the grace of God, the author 
sketches out a 15-week curriculum syllabus 
for a course that introduces students to a 
theological understanding of how divine grace 
is present in the world and specifically in to-
day’s popular culture (especially the areas of 
TV and pop music).

She says that by following this syllabus, 
“students will develop the skills needed to have 
a critical awareness of the media they con-
sume and apply the media-mindfulness strate-
gy to various popular art forms. They will come 
to recognize and appreciate the media as the 
main channels through which popular culture 
is communicated and critically analyze and 
evaluate its messages, ideologies and ways 
of expressing the common human experience. 
They will learn to appreciate the media as gifts 
of God and articulate the elements for creating 
a dialogue between faith and popular culture.”

THE DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL IN 
MALAYSIA
anna lee yung yaP, FSP

This thesis is a collec-
tion of four essays, with 
the Pauline charism as 
their common founda-
tion.
The first essay is his-
torical: it describes the 
beginnings of the Con-

gregation of the Daughters of St. Paul in Italy, 
the Philippines and Malaysia. It also sets in 
relief the profound ecclesial sense of Fr. Albe-
rione (the Founder of the Pauline Family) and 
his involvement in Vatican Council II.

The second essay delves into the heart of 
the Pauline charism–the centrality of Christ in 
its spirituality–and is presented in three parts: 
the Founder’s charismatic experience; the Eu-
charist as the center of the Pauline spirituali-
ty, and Jesus as the Way for humanity under 
three aspects (the way of friendship, the way 
of hiddenness and the way of service).

The third essay relates the Pauline charism 
to the living Tradition of the Church. By using 
the mass media to spread the Good News 
and the wisdom of the Church, the Founder 
pioneered new forms and ways by which the 
Church could express herself in order that the 
Gospel might be lived and proclaimed in the 
new culture of communication.

The fourth essay provides the socio-cul-
tural-religious context in which the Pauline 
charism was implanted and developed over 
the past fifty years in Malaysia. It focuses on 
the “Allah” controversy, exploring its underly-
ing causes and highlighting the need for inter-
faith dialogue between Islam and Christianity.

A brief bibliography offers readers supple-
mentary reading to help them reflect more 
deeply on various aspects of the theme pre-
sented.

GENDER AND COMMUNICATION: 
THE THEOLOGICAL “PLACE”  
OF REVELATION
Berta SoFia Pitalua Quinonez, FSP

In her thesis in par-
tial fulfillment of the 
requirements for a Li-
cence in Theology from 
the Pontifical Javeriana 
University of Bogota, 
Colombia, Sr. Berta 
tackles a complex con-
temporary issue, name-
ly: how gender influenc-

es the many different areas of human life. Her 
research takes as its starting point a theo-
logical reflection on theories of communica-
tion and then proceeds to sketch out a more 
inclusive and participative understanding of 
the male and female sexes based on the val-
ues of the Kingdom of God. Sr. Berta under-
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girds her reflections with excerpts from the 
Book of Revelation and from the documents 
of the Church, laying the foundations for a 
dialogue that confronts the gender situation 
in our contemporary world.

She asks how God can be communicated 
in a society filled with discriminations of every 
sort. The thesis considers how the contribu-
tion of communications to theological reflec-
tion can help to foster a more open-minded 
attitude among everyone involved in the 
communications process. It keeps in mind 
the presuppositions found in the Bible, which 
remind us that grace is present in every hu-
man condition and that it is always seeking 
the full realization of the human being. The 
author then offers the reader several peda-
gogical and pastoral lines of action that can 
promote respectful and constructive dialogue 
between the sexes and help both genders 
work together to face the human-spiritual 
challenges of our times.

The thesis concludes with a bibliography 
that offers readers the chance to consult var-
ious works on the theme of gender and com-
munication from the biblical, theological, phil-
osophical, ethical and social perspectives.

Calendar of the General Government
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
Sr. Karen M. Anderson

Sr. Shalimar Rubia
Sr. Anna Caiazza  
(from 23 October)

Sr. Gabriella Santon  
(from 5 November)

 
Sr. Anna Caiazza

Sr. Lucia Kim
Sr. Clarice Wisniewski 

Sr. Samuela Gironi

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
Sr. Samuela Gironi

Sr. Clarice Wisniewski

 
 
 

Fraternal Visit
 
 
 
 

Book Fair

 
Fraternal Visit 

Fraternal Visit

Fraternal Visit

15 Oct. - 21 Nov.

 
17-22 October

14 Oct. - 10 Nov.  
 

22-28 October

 
27 Nov. – 2 Dec.

 

 
India 

Frankfurt

 
East Asia

 
Bucharest

 
Albano

NEXT SYNOD OF BISHOPS:  
OCTOBER 2018

Pope Francis has said that the next 
General Assembly of Bishops will be 
held in October 2018 on the theme: 
Young People, Faith and Vocational 
Discernment. The theme expresses 
the Church’s pastoral concern for the 
young and is in continuity with what 
emerged in the recent Synods on the 
family and also with the content of the 
post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation, 
Amoris Laetitia. 
According to the Vatican’s press re-
lease, the purpose of the next Synod 
is “to accompany young people along 
their existential journey towards ma-
turity so that, through a process of di-
scernment, they can discover their life 
plan and achieve it joyfully, opening 
themselves up to an encounter with 
God and humanity and actively taking 
part in the building of the Church and 
society.”

I will declare 

 all your

wondrous deeds. Psalm 9:1

I will praise you, Lord,

with all my heart;
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SPiritual unity

At the basis of the balance pursued by the 
monastic style of life lies the principle that the 
human being is a spiritual unity, that is to say, 
the fundamental perception that the human be-
ing cannot be reduced to thought as opposed 
to action. The dynamic unity of the two dimen-
sions is understood as both a fact and a duty.

A fact: action shapes the heart and enriches 
history. The heart gives direction to action and 
purifies it of the laziness and idolatries of the 
ego. A duty: human action, which is structur-
ally incomplete and symbolic in value, finds its 
completion in prayer. As can be seen in the last 
hour of Jesus, human action reaches fulfillment 
by placing oneself in the much bigger hands of 
God the Father.

That experience harks back to the unifying 
function of a basic human feeling that St. Ben-
edict understood as the foundation of the con-
templative life and the soul of continual prayer: 
the feeling of the presence of God, prior to any 
distinction between exterior act and contem-
plative thought. It is the basis of a type of lis-
tening that generates life.

Ora et LabOra

From the perspective of the Gospel, the 
feeling of the presence of God (or “the fear 
of God”) is the horizon in which ora et labora 
germinates. “Leaving self behind” in an act of 
love is in itself a response of faith that draws 
God gratuitously to the person (cf. Mt. 25:31-
46; Lk. 10:28-37; Jn. 13:1-15). Well then, in St. 

Benedict and his perception of the importance 
of action, the determining factor, even though 
barely sketched out, is his grasp of the “ec-
stasy of action.” Pope Paul VI, the “monastic 
Pope,” intuitively understood this and in one of 
his unpublished writings on ora et labora said:

 What remains to be studied is an interesting 
point concerning the “ecstasy of action.” If 
charity is the first commandment and love of 
neighbor the second, it would be hard to ex-
ceed or err by devoting oneself to an activity 
wholly dedicated to the charitable service of 
the glory of God and the well-being of one’s 
neighbor. Absolute dedication restores to the 
soul the unity that exterior activity could cause 
it to lose.

This figure of the spiritual person is rein-
forced with the stamp of the experience of 
Jesus, who incarnates the potential energy of 
the radical reshaping of the unity of the human 
spirit: Jesus, the Son: the man of prayer who 
also worked. In fact, in prayer one lives the ex-
perience of irradiation, which is confirmed in 
the story of Benedict recounted by Pope Greg-
ory. A loving dialogue with the Lord–letting our-
selves be loved by the One to whom we have 
surrendered and entrusted ourselves–calls 
forth from the heart an uncontainable expan-
sion and irradiation of love that leads us to live 
our daily routine as a natural continuation of 
prayer, almost as if, were we to remain isolat-
ed in prayer, we would implode. In this sense, 
action and contemplation are not alternatives, 
nor are they in opposition to each other. The 
above-cited treatise of Paul VI continues:

Contemplative Hands

Part Two
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 Our daily life is the “place” in which prayer ex-
pands both our gaze and our hands to touch 
every situation, loved by God, which we re-
ceive from Jesus, his Son, who in his turn re-
ceives everything from the Father. Prayer is 
not a mental operation. It is a fact of the heart, 
and the heart, if we consider its physiological 
aspect (the foundation of the symbol) is the or-
gan that makes our blood circulate: it does not 
keep the blood it receives for itself but spreads 
it throughout the body. When we notice that 
prayer is in conflict, in tension, with our daily 
activities, it means we have not understood it 
properly and are not living it.

 Prayer is a conversation with God that urges 
us, as a consequence innate to it, to act in the 
world. It gives meaning to our activity and re-
veals how precious it is. Daily life is the place 
in which the full nature of our filial relationship 
to God is revealed. Jesus lived in continual 
prayerful union with the Father but, according 
to the Gospel, it was only occasionally that 
he withdrew into precious, concentrated mo-
ments of solitary prayer. The Gospels show 
him living and acting in the midst of the peo-
ple. In his Rule, St. Benedict, who formulated 
the term ora et labora, says that prayer should 
be “brief and pure.”

the “Style” oF ContemPlation

Contemplation is therefore a style more 
than it is a dimension opposed to action in the 
sense that it is the form of every thought, ren-
dering it practical, and the form of every action, 
rendering it symbolic. It is complete attention 
in the sense intended by Simone Weil when 
she said: “[Prayer] is a gaze that is first of all 
attentive–a gaze by means of which the soul 
empties itself completely of self so as to wel-
come into it the Being it is contemplating.” A 
gaze that admires with amazement and a Gaze 
that lovingly questions the admirer–the two are 
inseparable.

But contemplation is also a “style” of ac-
tion–not that of “bite and flee,” nor of quantity. 
Instead, it bends protectively over those who 
count for nothing (cf. 1 Co. 1:28), so as to ac-
company, raise up, generate and regenerate 
them.

The ecclesial community and human soci-
ety in which St. Benedict lived were in many 
ways similar to those of today’s world. War 
and the threat of war were giving rise to civ-
il protests and uncertainties about the future, 
throwing people into turmoil and anguish to the 
point that they believed life no longer had any 
meaning. Meanwhile, in the Church, an ardu-
ous and prolonged controversy was underway 

concerning the divinity of the Son of God and 
his genuine humanity.

Considering this state of affairs attentively, 
St. Benedict asked the living tradition of the 
Church to enlighten him as to which way to 
follow. He concluded his search with the de-
cision to establish an alternative style of life 
summarized in the binomial “pray and work,” 
which can be considered the paradigm of the 
Christian style of life.

Thus the adjective “contemplative” radically 
redefines the noun to which it is applied: the 
vocation to bless God at every moment, in both 
prayer and work.

 I would like to recount here a story from the 
wisdom literature of Israel, which says that 
when God was about to create the world the 
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet 
formed a circle around him and each one 
pleaded: “Use me to create the world!” Hop-
ing to be the one chosen, each letter remind-
ed God that it was the first letter of one of his 
names or of one of his more important gifts. 
But God in his turn reminded each of them 
that they also began words that were bad or 
sinful. And thus the various letters of the al-
phabet were eliminated, one by one. Finally, 
he approached the letter B, which begged: 
“Lord of the world, use me, I beg you, in such 
a way that all the inhabitants of the earth will 
use me to praise you: ‘Blessed be the name 
of the Lord, now and forever!” The Lord ac-
cepted the plea of the letter B, which is why 
the first word of the Hebrew Bible begins with 
that letter: “Bereshit… In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” 

This fictional tale reveals a truth that is any-
thing but fictional: the fact that all creation and 
all human beings find their meaning in bless-
ing God and thanking him at all times, and that 
through their daily actions they participate in 
the creative act of grace. This is to adore God 
in spirit and truth.

Mother Ignazia Angelini
Abbess of the Viboldone Benedictine Monastery 

(Milan), Italy
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WHO PRIMA MAESTRA  
WAS TO ME

Prima Maestra The-
cla was a Mother 

to me, to all the Daugh-
ters of St. Paul and to 
the whole Pauline Fam-
ily. She was a great 
woman–very human, 
humble and simple; 
a woman of immense 
faith; a saint! Her eyes 

shone with the light of God and it seemed 
to me that her penetrating gaze was able to 
read our hearts.

In May 1955, I had just entered the Con-
gregation as an aspirant. I was going down 
the staircase of the St. Joseph community 
in Alba and I saw Prima Maestra coming up 
the steps. When we met, I was wordless. I 
stopped and she looked at me, smiled and 
asked: “What’s your name?” When I told her, 
she said, “I’m glad you are here. Let’s thank 
the Lord together for the Pauline vocation. 
After that, I hope you will continue your jour-
ney serenely and joyfully.”

This simple welcome touched me pro-
foundly. In fact, from that moment on I felt 
truly welcomed into the Congregation…by 
no less a personage than Prima Maestra 
Thecla herself!

During my time of formation, she often 
gave our group conferences. Using simple 
language, she spoke to us about the virtues 
and about theology, applying what she said 
to our concrete life as Daughters of St. Paul. 
She frequently asserted: “Our vocation is 
beautiful! We mustn’t be afraid of difficulties.”

As a young professed, I was stationed 
in Milan–a big community made up of many 
“propagandists.” Prima Maestra came to see 

us often and during those visits she would of-
fer us guidelines, saying: “Our life is beautiful. 
We have all the means we  need to become 
saints and to do good to others through our 
mission. We have to reach everyone! Let us 
become holy so that we will do a lot of good 
by giving people the Word of God. In heaven, 
many of those people will thank us for the 
good they received through us.”

Prima Maestra always listened to us, in-
cluding on the one-to-one level, and provid-
ed us with animations. She was deeply inter-
ested in everyone. Her visits were truly like 
having God in our midst.

It always moves me deeply to picture her 
recollected in prayer in the Queen of Apos-
tles Sanctuary in Rome or in the chapels of 
our small communities. It was clear that she 
was in contemplation and that she was pray-
ing for all of us. That certitude filled me with 
great courage.

During Prima Maestra’s visits to the lo-
cal communities, and also when she was at 
home in Rome, many beautiful recreations 
were organized and she often played a lead 
role in them, manifesting her creativity and 
goodness toward everyone.

I will always carry Prima Maestra in my 
heart and even today I continue to entrust to 
her any problems I might have in my life and 
in the apostolate. I am sure that from heav-
en she continues to look after me with solic-
itude, just as she did on the very first day I 
met her.

Francesca Mancini, fsp

It is not enough for us to personally expe-
rience God’s mercy; we must become a 
sign and instrument of it to others.Don’t go 
hunting for impressive things to do. Start 
with the simple things that the Lord shows 
you are the most urgent.

Pope Francis

MERCY
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HOW DOES THE LORD  
REACH OUT TO US?

Sometimes the Lord takes us out of our 
customary routine so that he can enter 

our world and our life. This is what happened 
to me before I even became a Christian. A 
year in France changed my whole life.

In Korea, I had received a degree in 
French literature because I always wanted to 
do translation work. In view of this, one day 
I gave up my job and went to France so as 
to perfect my skills in that language and spe-
cialize in translations. Little did I know what 
was in store for me….

About a week after I arrived in Angers, the 
seat of the Université Catholique de l’Ouest, 
the Lord began to change my route in life. 
My landlord asked me to move out by the 
end of the month because his daughter was 
unexpectedly returning home. The university 
semester had already begun so it was very 
hard to find another room to rent in the area. 
I was disillusioned and desperate. But finally, 
a young Korean couple who were students at 
the same university gave me some marvel-
ous news: another Korean student was get-
ting ready to return home for family reasons 
and so the room she had been renting was 
available.

I had miraculously escaped the danger of 
finding myself homeless in the heart of winter 
and I wound up in the hands of God without 
even realizing it. The Korean student had 
been renting a room from an elderly priest, 
the pastor of a small church. The room was 
next door to the rectory, with a garden view. 
Each morning, the church bells woke me, as 
if an angel were whispering in my ear. On 
Fridays, I would join a small group that met 
at the church for Bible meditation. The first 
Mass I ever attended was on Ash Wednes-

day, celebrated at the university to open 
the new semester. Every day, the words the 
priest had spoken when he marked my fore-
head with ashes echoed in my mind: “You 
are dust and to dust you shall return.” Little 
by little I began to attend Sunday Mass.

My relationship with my “landlord,” Fr. 
Jean Gautron, was similar to that between a 
granddaughter and her grandfather. Fr. Jean 
would knock on my door almost every day–a 
habit I wasn’t too fond of. But with the pass-
ing of time I became more and more aware 
of the joy, energy and zeal that animated this 
elderly priest. I was especially struck by his 
practice of poverty. I asked myself why he 
was so serene and resolved to discover the 
answer, but I didn’t have the courage to ask 
him about it….

That semester, I made a number of trips to 
different European countries, where I visited 
many beautiful and ancient churches. Three 
days before my return to Korea, I was in one 
of the those churches when the Lord knocked 
on the door of my heart. It was the Church of 
Sainte Marie-Madeleine in Paris and as I knelt 
before the sculpture entitled The Glory of St. 
Mary Magdalene, I suddenly felt profoundly 
consoled and protected. I was amazed by this 
and realized that the hour had come to place 
myself in the hands of God.

The following day, while attending Mass 
in Notre Dame Cathedral, I decided to sign 
up for catechism lessons. A year later I was 
baptized, taking the name Marie-Madeleine. 
I was the first person in my family to become 
a Christian.

Once the Holy Spirit entered my life, he 
continued to guide me. For the next three 
years, from the day of my baptism until I en-
tered the Congregation of the Daughters of 
St. Paul, I was accompanied by many “an-
gels” sent by God. During my period of ini-
tial formation in the Institute, I looked back 
periodically over my journey, and each time 
I rediscovered how important these “angels” 
had been in helping me understand the Di-
vine Master’s plan for my life.

I want to say a heartfelt thank you to the 
many people who served as God’s coopera-
tors in this work, first and foremost Fr. Jean 
Gautron, who supported and accompanied 
my vocational journey with his prayers and 
letters from the very start.

Marie-Madeleine Lee, fsp
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BEWARE OF TEACHING 
CHILDREN TO HATE!

How do you explain 
war to children? In 

the last decades, sci-
entific and non-fiction 
literature have tried to 
respond to this profound 
question by endowing it 
with a new perspective, 

that is, by recounting how it is spoken about 
by children who have experienced war or who 
have seen it on television and by means of the 
new technologies. The children’s most frequent 
responses to war are to reject it, to “banish” it 
by blocking it out, or else to remember it by 
means of a flower, a candle and/or a prayer.

Today we are living a “fragmented” war on 
the global level–a war in which the line between 
fiction and reality has become blurred. In fact, 
many people do not have even a minimal per-
ception of its true nature and violence. Several 
studies reveal a dramatic picture: children to-
day spend from 4-5 hours a day before the TV 
or navigating the Internet. For most of that time 
they are alone, without the educational “filter” 
of adults. Front-line news coverage about war 
and stories that involve violence have become 
routine, prompting speculation that they might 
increase tendencies toward violence in their 
viewers and readers, especially minors. It is 
clear and empirically verifiable that after having 
viewed or listened to news about war or wit-
nessed it transformed into a huge motion-pic-
ture display, minors tend to adopt militaristic 
behavior, asking for toys that can help them 
“play” at being soldiers. This type of reaction 
and behavior tends to justify aggression and 
“just wars.” But is war always just? We have 
only to think of the deluge of bombs released 
over cities, each warhead emblazoned with 
the message: “Sent to you with love!” But does 
love include death and destruction? Didn’t Je-
sus Christ tell us to love and forgive our ene-
mies? Didn’t he tell us not to harm those who 
injure us?

Any discussion about war should take as 
its starting point forgiveness and dialogue–two 
attitudes that Pope Francis insists are “not ne-
gotiable” (Florence Conference, 10.11.15). Of 
course it is hard to dialogue and forgive, but it is 
the only way to “wash away” blood–even though 
it might be scarlet–and return things to a pris-
tine state. It is possible to achieve this through 
various modes of communication if the media 
(including the Catholic media) would refuse to 
be influenced by their audiences and would 
not dramatize evil, presenting it as something 

good. In this regard, let us take a look at all the 
deaths the “war” of immigration has produced, 
including the heart-wrenching pictures of a 
drowned toddler washed ashore–pictures that 
were then plastered all over our Catholic mag-
azines. The display of what evil does should be 
manifested in all cases, not just selectively-cho-
sen ones. Pictures and videos are powerful but 
words make an even greater impact: “They are 
extremely effective when they spring from the 
heart and inspire people to action. But when we 
are empty inside and our words are centered on 
ourselves, then what we say is lifeless and irri-
tating” (Francesco De Santis). I would add that 
words can also be violent and devastating when 
they give rise to war upon war, hate upon hate, 
always greater distances and always higher 
walls. We can only imagine the consequences 
when our words recount facts that are already 
tragic in themselves.

After the terror attacks in Paris (and these 
were not a “first” given that Our Lady of Mt. Car-
mel parish, where I am the pastor, sorrowfully 
lost Brigadier Giuseppe Coletta in an act of ter-
rorism that took place in Nassyria in 2003), the 
subsequent catechism classes and Eucharistic 
Celebrations allowed children and teens to ex-
press their grief and fears. The response of the 
children was very clear and dramatic: “We aren’t 
afraid of war,” they said. “We’re afraid of people.”

The massive flood of communications at all 
hours of the day–during which television pro-
gramming often does not respect the “protec-
tive hours” in which youthful viewers predom-
inate–seems to cause individuals to detach 
themselves emotionally from tragic events and 
to generate a fear of other people, both near 
and far. War stories are more “telegenic” than 
stories about peace and they often feature 
martyred bodies, put on display without mercy.

The Catholic media have a great responsi-
bility to tell children that their hands should hold 
pencils, crayons, notebooks and books; that 
they should be attending school and visiting 
museums. They must tell children that we are 
created in the image an likeness of God, who 
is love. We need to teach our children about 
love, not about war and conflict, even though 
these are at times inevitable. Terror generates 
paralysis, and pictures and stories about war 
that do not point out paths of hope give rise to 
static and numbing images of hate.

So what can we do? Show our children im-
ages of war or else hide those images from 
them? Instead, let us ask ourselves how we 
can explain those images without instrumental-
izing them and transforming them into a “busi-
ness” revolving around emotions.

Fr. Fortunato Di Noto
Founder and President of Meter onlus
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NEW PDDM COMMUNITY  
IN LOJA, ECUADOR

The Pious Disciples of the Divine Master 
initiated their presence in the diocese 

of Loja, Ecuador on 13 September 2016 by 
means of a Eucharistic Celebration com-
memorating the feast of the local clergy. The 
Liturgy was presided over by His Excellency 
José Alfredo Espinoza Mateus, the Bishop of 
Loja, who said: 

“Dear Sisters, may God bless your mis-
sion. We join all those present and all those 
participating in this Liturgy via our radio pro-
gram, Voice of the Sanctuary, in joyfully wel-
coming you to Loja. May you be bearers of 
health and of the love of Jesus Christ for ev-
ery priest of this diocese!”

According to their agreement with the 
diocese, the PDDM will be catechizing the 
children preparing to make their First Com-
munions and Confirmations, and will also be 
providing their parents with catechesis and 
biblical formation.

UKRAINE: INAUGURATION  
OF A NEW SSP HOUSE

On 27 September 2016, the Society of 
St. Paul inaugurated its new St. Paul 

House in Leopoli, Ukraine. The ceremony 
was presided over by the Archbishop of Latin 
Church of Leopoli, Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki, in 
the presence of SSP Superior General, Fr. 
Valdir José De Castro.

The Society of St. Paul has been present 
in the Ukraine since 2014, when two priests 
from Poland opened a house there. Today, 
the community continues to be made up of 
two Poles–Fr. Marinsz Krawiec and Br. Wo-
jciech Filipiuk–who run a small book center 
in the same building used by the Archddioc-
esan Curia and who also collaborate with 
Vatican Radio’s broadcasting station in the 
Ukraine. 

In addition, Fr. Mariusz serves as a pro-
fessor of communications at the local Theo-
logical Institute and diocesan Seminary.
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WINDOW ON THE CHURCH
meSSage For world PeaCe day 2017

Non-Violence: A Style of Politics for Peace 
is the title of the Message of Pope Francis for 
World Peace Day, which will be celebrated 
on 1 January 2017.

In his fourth Message for this Day since 
becoming Pope, Francis says that non-vio-
lence “does not only constitute a desire, a 
moral rejection of violence, barriers and de-
structive impulses,” but that it is also “a real-
istic political method that gives rise to hope.”

Non-violence should not only be a mor-
al rejection of violence, he says, but also a 
“realistic way to overcome armed conflicts.” 
It requires dialogue and negotiations based 
on “the common rights of human beings 
and on the force of right.” To counter what 
the Pope often calls the “Third World War in 
pieces” that is currently underway, decisive 
steps must be taken to eliminate illegal arms 
trafficking, which, he emphasizes, “supports 
not a few of the world’s conflicts.” For Pope 
Francis, “non-violence as a political style can 
and must do much to stem this scourge.”

the SearCh For the FaCe oF god

The new Apostolic 
Constitution Vul-
tum Dei quaerere 
(The Search for 
the Face of God) 
offers contempla-
tive nuns twelve 

themes for reflection and discernment for the 
consecrated life in general. The Document is 
not against the use of social media, but says 
that these should not be occasions of dissi-
pation or evasion of fraternal life. It advises 
against recruiting candidates just to avoid 
the closure of monasteries. It points out that 
prayer is meant to enlarge the heart so as 
to embrace the whole of humanity, especially 

the suffering; it is not a withdrawal of monas-
tic life into itself. In a world that seeks God, 
even unconsciously, consecrated persons 
must be wise interlocutors in recognizing the 
questions that God and humanity are asking.

theme For world SoCial  
CommuniCationS day 2017

The theme chosen by Pope Francis for 
World Social Communications Day 2017 is: 
“Fear not, for I am with you” (Is. 43:5): Com-
municating Hope and Trust in Our Time.  
This is the 51st World Day dedicated by the 
Church to the mass media and it will be held 
on 28 May. The theme is an invitation to re-
count the history of the world and of human 
beings in keeping with the logic of the Good 
News, which reminds us that God never 
ceases to be a Father in every situation and 
with regard to every person. Let us learn to 
communicate trust and hope for history. 

The message will be published, as al-
ways, on 24 January, the Feast of St. Francis 
de Sales.

WINDOW ON THE WORLD
WUCWO hoStS aFriCa’S  
9th regional ConFerenCe

“Women of Africa, 
Proclaimers of God’s 
Mercy: ‘Come and see 
a man who told me 
everything I did, could 
this be the Messiah?’” 
This was the theme 
of the 9th Conference 
of the Africa Region 
of the World Union of 

Catholic Women Organization (WUCWO), 
held in Lilongwe, Malawi. 150 internation-
al delegates and 350 local representatives 
participated in the event, which opened with 

In
 th

e S
po

tli
gh

t



16

a Eucharistic Liturgy presided over by Arch-
bishop Thomas Luke Msusa, President of 
the Malawi Episcopal Conference.

Afterward, Rosaline Nganku Menga, 
president of the WUCWO Africa Region, 
opened the work of the meeting by un-
derscoring WUCWO’s importance for the 
Church and all society. “In spite of the efforts 
of the Church, some governments and a few 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs),” 
she said, “there are still many challenges on 
this continent. In addition to poverty, illitera-
cy, gender inequalities, AIDS, corruption and 
misgovernment, in the last few years there 
has been an increase in terrorism, ebola, hu-
man trafficking, the migration of youth and 
climate changes.” 

The purpose of the Conference was to 
make concrete proposals regarding the fam-
ily, the Church and society.

Called to SaFeguard Creation

Ecology, environment, alternative energy, 
religions, human beings, nature: these were 
the themes of the 12th International Encounter, 
Our Mother Earth, organized by the Sacred 
Convent of Assisi in collaboration with Italy’s 
Environment Ministry. The encounter took 
place from 17-20 September 2016 within the 
framework of the International Meeting, Thirst 
for Peace: Religions and Cultures in Dialogue.

According to Fr. Enzo Fortunato, director 
the Sacred Convent’s press office: “It’s time 
to change our lifestyles to preserve creation, 
in line with the commitment and determina-
tion proposed by Francis of Assisi, and pass 
it on to future generations. Everyone must 
make this effort, as Pope Francis has said 
repeatedly. No one should feel exempted 
from the responsibility of safeguarding cre-
ation on a daily basis by making every effort 
to use its resources respectfully.”

BuddhiSt nunS ProteSt  
human traFFiCking

500 Buddhist nuns recently completed 
a 4,000 km. (2,485 mile) bicycle trek from 
Kathmandu, Nepal to Leh in northern In-
dia to call attention to the human trafficking 
going on in that remote Himalayan region. 
Along the route, they met many local people, 
government officials, and religious leaders, 
and took the opportunity to spread messag-
es of gender equality, peaceful co-existence 
and respect for the environment. The nuns 
explain the initiative in this way: “When we 
were doing relief work in Nepal after the 
earthquakes last year, we heard how girls 
from poor families were being sold because 
their parents could not afford to keep them 
anymore. We wanted to do something to 
change the attitude that girls are inferior to 
boys and that it’s okay to sell them. Our bicy-
cle trek shows that women have power and 
strength like men.”

The nuns, who belong to the Drukpa Or-
der, come from India, Nepal, Bhutan and Ti-
bet. Because of their training in the martial 
arts, they are popularly known as the Kung 
Fu nuns.

WINDOW ON COMMUNICATION
religion today Film FeStival:  
Women and Their righTs

53 full and short-length 
films, plus documentaries 
from all over the world, all 
centered on the theme of 
the equal rights of men and 
women. This was the gold-
en thread that tied together 
all the films sent in to the 

Religion Today Film Festival 2016. Held in 
collaboration with the Autonomous Province 
of Trent, the Festival’s theme: We were deep-
ly loved: Religions and gender relationships, 
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was chosen in memory of director Ettore Sco-
la. The competing films illustrated this con-
temporary and crucial subject by recounting 
the changes and slow progress being made 
in this field, including within the millenary tra-
ditions of the world’s great religions.

a new voiCe For radio

Dange Nwe Radio is a radio station that 
airs programs for refugees. It is run by a group 
of women who are refugees themselves.

The station broadcasts from Halabja, 
a women’s center in an Iranian province in 
which Kurds make up the majority of the pop-
ulation. The programs are aimed at migrant 
communities that have fled the war zones 
and resettled in this part of Iranian Kurdistan. 
Daily broadcasts include music, poetry, cur-
rent events, politics and advice for obtaining 
legal aid or health care. All the programs are 
aired in Arab and Kurmanji (a Kurd dialect). 
So as to reach more migrants, a young Kurd 
woman is also posting the radio programs on 
her website and on the social media.

Piuma reCeiveS SigniS award

At the 2016 Venice Film Festival, the Fon-
dazione Ente dello Spettacolo conferred sev-
eral awards on Catholic and religious films. 
The SIGNIS award went to Roan Johnson’s 
Piuma, which recounts the story of two high 
school kids, husband and wife, who discover 
they are expecting a child and decide to keep 
it. “The young director,” said the film jury, “of-

fers an important message of hope and cour-
age to families through his original, ironic and 
tender way of speaking about love and life.”

It came as no surprise when Piuma also 
received the Civitas Vitae Award, because, 
as jury head Federico Pontiggia attested, 
“Johnson recounts an ordinary but also ex-
traordinary story of social cohesion.” In fact, 
the movie is not so much about how the two 
young protagonists cope with pregnancy and 
the choices involved, as how they deal with 
the adult world around them.

The Silver Lion Award, conferred in mem-
ory of Fr. Nazareno Taddei, sj, went to Rus-
sian director Andrei Konchalovsky’s Paradise, 
which recounts the relationship between a 
concentration camp inmate and an SS officer 
during the Holocaust. Film critic Gian Luigi 
Bozza, on behalf of the jury, said that the film 
“effectively recaptures a tragic period of con-
temporary European history and underscores 
the importance of Christian and human val-
ues, as well as that of human freedom.”

The Protestant-evangelical jury of Interfilm 
awarded its prize to White Sun by Nepalese 
Deepak Rauniyar, saying that the film is “a 
delicately-depicted, multi-generational story 
that guarantees interfaith access to a wide 
audience, offering them a message of hope.”

NOT ENOUGH INVESTMENT  
IN THE MEDIA FOR AFRICA

“The Church absolutely needs to be more 
present through the digital media in a con-
scious and deliberate way.” With these 
words, Bishop Emmanuel Badejo of the 
Oyo Diocese in Nigeria opened a work-
shop entitled, The Influence of the Modern 
Means of Communication and the New 
Technologies on African Families Today. 
The workshop, which he coordinated, was 
part of the program of the 17th Plenary As-
sembly of SECAM/SCEAM. 
Bishop Badejo invited everyone to reflect 
on the fact that “millions of people today 
use the social media as their source of 
information, but investment in media pro-
grams for evangelization in Africa is far 
too scarce.” He then went on to urge the 
pastors of the Church in Africa to create 
new apostles by involving young people in 
this work since they are digital natives, en-
trusting the transmission of Gospel values 
to them.
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DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL
Sr. Angela Navarro, age 85 - 02.08.2016 - Santiago, Chile
Sr Iolanda Vaira, age 95 - 06.08.2016 - Alba, Italy
Sr. Margherita M. Agnese Zucchi, age 80 - 10.08.2016 - Albano, Italy
Sr. Selestina Dariva, age 88 - 13.08.2016 - Curitiba, Brazil
Sr. M. Nunzia Maria Mosso, age 76 - 24.08.2016 - Alba, Italy
Sr. M. Giuditta Angela Perrone, age 85 - 30.08.2016 - Albano GA, Italy
Sr. Athena Angeles, age 53 - 05.09.2016 - Lahore, Pakistan
Sr. M. Giuseppa Luigia Panarello, age 89 - 14.09.2016 - Albano GA, Italy
Sr. Lucia Imelda Berardi, age 88 - 16.09.2016 - Albano, Italy
Sr. M. Rafaela Maria Amparo Fornas Navarro, age 87 - 08.10.2016 - Madrid, Spain

PARENTS OF OUR SISTERS
Sr. Juliet Narisma (Mother, Corsina) of the Cagayan de Oro, Philippines community
Sr. Rina Gioia (Mother, Giovanna) – at home, Brindisi, Italy
Sr. Denise Ngave Borive (Father, Chermano Evariste) of the Kinshasa SG,  

          Congo community

PAULINE FAMILY
Fr. Ruben Oscar Nadalich, ssp, age 65 - 18.07.2016 - Sydney, Australia
Fr. Osamu Domenico Giustino Tomura, ssp, age 61 - 28.07.2016 - Tokyo, Japan
Sr. M. Joseph Francesca Mulassano, pddm, age 77 - 01.08.2016 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Sr. M. Zelia Carolina Calafiore, pddm, age 79 - 14.08.2016 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Sr. M. Lucis Maria D’Amico, pddm, age 93 - 17.08.2016 - Palermo, Italy
Sr. Chiara Maria Teresa Zanella, sjbp, age 78 - 23.08.2016 - Negrar, Italy
Br. Giovanni Pio Rizzo, ssp, age 94 - 29.08.2016 - Alba, Italy
Sr. Ermenegilda Lavinia Mantovani, sjbp, age 84 - 06.09.2016 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Sr. M. Speranza Margherita Torta, pddm, age 102 - 13.09.2016 - Sanfrè, Italy
Fr. Gabriele Pietro Amorth, ssp, age 91 - 16.09.2016 - Rome, Italy
Sr. Giannina Antonietta Zonchello, sgbp, age 90 - 20.09.2016 - Albano Laziale, Italy
Fr. Clemente Adrián Cornaglia, ssp, age 87 - 22.09.2016 - Guadalajara, Mexico
Sr. M. Jesusa Teking, pddm, age 74 - 02.10.2016 - Antipolo City, Philippines
Sr. M. Piercarla Juana Taneda pddm, age 79 - 06.10.2016 - Cordoba, Argentina

“I am 
 the resurrection 

 and the life.  
Those 

 who believe in me  
will live, 

 even though they die. 
Jn. 11:25
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