
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dearest Sisters, 
 The Lord has knocked once again at the door of our Philippines/Malaysia/PNG/Thai Province, 
to call to eternal rest our sister: 

GORNIS BEATRIZ – SR. MARIA FATIMA 
born in Davao, Philippines on 9 February 1938. 

 Several months ago, Sr. M. Fatima was diagnosed as suffering from a tumor, which was first 
localized in her ovaries and then spread to her lungs. Her physical sufferings increased as it became 
harder and harder for her to breathe, but this dear sister was not afraid of pain. Fully aware of her situa-
tion, she spent the last months of her life in complete and childlike surrender to the will of the Father. 
 The sister of Sr. Eugenia Maria and the twin of Sr. M. Giacinta, Sr. M. Fatima and her twin sis-
ter entered the Congregation together in the community of Pasay City on 26 June 1955. From the very 
first, Sr. M. Fatima experienced great joy at disseminating the Gospel to families, schools and parishes 
in Manila. Bearing in her heart the desire to become a true “apostle of the Word,” she made her novitiate 
in Lipa and concluded it with her first profession on 30 June 1960. The following year she was sent as a 
missionary to Taipei, Taiwan. With the other members of the small community, she lived the difficulties 
of a new foundation: the search for permanent living quarters, the first steps in learning Mandarin and 
the effort to disseminate the 10,000 copies of the Gospel that the Cardinal of Taipei had given them so 
that even the poorest Catholic would be able to mediate on the Word every day. When the sisters initiat-
ed the technical apostolate, Sr. M. Fatima dedicated herself to printing and binding the community’s 
first books for children. 
 In 1975 she returned to the Philippines, where she was assigned to the Pasay typography and 
then to the Cebu book center. Afterward, she returned to the delegation of Taiwan for another 5 years, 
where she intensified her visits to both Christian and non-Christian families, her presence at book exhib-
its in Catholic schools and universities, and diffusion of the Word of God in parishes, factories and 
businesses. 
 Returning once again to the Philippines, Sr. M. Fatima participated in an updating course, after 
which she continued to carry out the diffusion apostolate in the book centers of Pasay, Iloilo, Lipa and 
Davao. She alternated this service with other apostolic activities such as book displays, capillary diffu-
sion and the search for “beneficenza” to meet the needs of the community and mission. Her humble, 
kind and grateful attitude attracted benefactors, who were sure they were placing their offerings in good 
hands. 
 The sisters who knew Sr. M. Fatima remember her as a truly good, simple and reserved person. 
Her sole desire was to respond to the gift of her Pauline vocation and to witness–especially to young 
people–to the beauty of a life consecrated entirely to the Lord and to others. 
 “My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within me keeps vigil for you”: the words of the 
prophet Isaiah offered for our contemplation by today’s Liturgy are particularly apt when applied to the 
life of this dear sister, who in her long nights of pain ardently awaited the arrival of her Spouse, and who 
in the sufferings of these last months sought him ceaselessly. Today her Master and Lord brought to 
completion for her his words of hope and intimacy, rest and tenderness: “Come to me, you who labor 
and are burdened, and I will give you rest…because, like me, you were meek and humble of heart.” 
 We are especially close to the members of our sorely-tried Filipino Province. May all our sisters 
who have been called to the house of the Father continue to be a reminder to us of eternal values and of 
endless joy. 
 Affectionately, 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Rome, 17 July 2014      Superior General 


