
 

 

 

 

 
Dearest Sisters, 

 Today, the Feast of St. Joseph, while we were celebrating Evening Prayer I as an introduction to 

Palm Sunday, the Divine Master called to live in eternal intimacy with himself our sister: 

ESPOSITO GRAZIA - SR. MARIA AMALIA 

Born in Talsano (Taranto), Italy on 9 July 1921. 

 Sr. Amalia entered eternal life at 7:00 this evening in the James Alberione community, Albano, 

Italy. Her death was the result of a pulmonary edema, which several days ago had aggravated her al-

ready frail physical condition. Fully conscious up to the very end, Sr. Amalia  expressed in both gaze 

and words her yearning for heaven. “I want to go there…”: this was the refrain she voiced continually in 

the last days of her life. Fidelity up to her last breath was the precious gift she had often asked for during 

the course of her life. In fact, her yearning to carry out the will of God to the full was the guiding light 

of her existence. 

 Entering the Congregation in Rome on 8 November 1942, she lived her time of initial formation dur-

ing the height of World War II, dedicating herself with great generosity to capillary diffusion in the commu-

nities of Rome and Ancona. On 19 March 1949, exactly 67 years ago, she made her first profession in Rome 

in the hands of M. Thecla. Immediately afterward, she returned to the propaganda apostolate, which she car-

ried out for the next 25 years in the communities of Bari, Ascoli Piceno, Benevento and Grosseto consecu-

tively. From this last community, she wrote to her provincial superior in 1969: “I thank the good God that I 

am fine. I am especially happy to be carrying out [the propaganda] apostolate. I always ask the Lord to ena-
ble me to work a lot–a lot! The propaganda apostolate gives me great peace and joy.” 

 Following this, Sr. Amalia was assigned to the St. Paul Film Agencies of Rome and Ancona, 

where for the next 15 years she double-checked the films returned each week from numerous parishes. 

After the Film Agencies were closed, she carried out various community services with great love. Sr. 

Amalia was a very industrious person with a positive outlook on life. She was gifted with the ability to 

de-dramatize situations and spread peace wherever she went. An expert at crocheting, she produced 

many lovely lace rosettes and other beautifully-crafted pieces that were used to decorate altars and also 
the robes for statues of the Infant Jesus, to whom she was deeply devoted. 

 In 2004, Sr. Amalia’s health began to decline and it was suggested that she be transferred to the 

Thecla Merlo community, Albano, where she could receive the assistance she needed. Sometime later 

she broke her leg, necessitating a move to the nearby James Alberione community. Always yearning to 

do the will of God, Sr. Amalia accepted these transfers with great serenity and continually expressed her 

gratitude for all the help she received in caring for her health. On her part, she did her best to remain as 
self-sufficient as possible so as not to burden her caregivers.  

Although she took an active part in community life, Sr. Amalia was quiet and recollected by na-

ture. She was a person who knew how to manage her own life, overcoming difficult moments thanks to 

her great strength of soul. But she was also ready and willing to surrender herself into the hands of her 

Lord. It is beautiful to think that at the beginning of this holiest Week of the year–this time of Love–Sr. 

Amalia went to meet her Lord and Master with her arms filled with verdant palm branches. We are sure 

that throughout her long life she had many times prayed the words of the Liturgy, which were today 

concretized in her own life: “Today we joyfully acclaim Jesus, our Messiah and King. May we reach 
one day the happiness of the new and everlasting Jerusalem by faithfully following him.”  

In the certitude that this gift is offered also to us, let us ask for one another a Holy Week brim-
ming over with love and light. 

Affectionately, 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Superior General 

Rome, 19 March 2016 


