
 
 

 

 
 

Dearest Sisters, 
 The Lord has once more visited us. At about 4:00 a.m. today, he called to himself one of the 
members of our Divine Providence community, Rome: 

DE SANTIS – SR. RITA 
born in Rocca Fluvione (Ascoli Piceno), Italy on 13 January 1925. 

 To understand the apostolic heart of this sister, it is enough to read the yearning she expressed to 
her provincial superior, Sr. Natalina Spada, in 1975: “I want to specialize in carrying out both capillary 
and book center propaganda always better,” she wrote. Sr. Rita achieved this specialization by means of 
her many sacrifices but above all by means of her passionate dedication to disseminating the Word of 
God. She enjoyed recounting an incident that took place when she was in the Alessandria community. 
One day she and her propaganda companion had almost finished a day of visits to the families when 
they met Fr. Alberione and Fr. Barberis, who were driving to Alba. Recognizing the two propagandists 
walking along the roadside, Fr. Alberione asked Fr. Barberis to stop the car and leaned out to offer the 
sisters a ride home. It was a tempting offer but Sr. Rita regretfully refused it, saying that it wouldn’t be 
right to deprive two more families of the chance to obtain books that would nourish their spiritual 
growth. Fr. Alberione was very edified by her reply. 
 Sr. Rita entered the Congregation in the community of Rome on 8 April 1941. She was 16 years 
old and World War II was at its height. After a time of formation, during which she also worked in the 
technical apostolate, she was sent to Ascoli Piceno to carry out capillary diffusion of the Word of God. 
She returned to Rome for her novitiate, which concluded with her first profession on 19 March 1946. 
Immediately afterward, she left for Potenza to resume the propaganda apostolate. From 1950-1965, she 
was a member of the Alessandria community and then was transferred to Ferrara: more than 25 con-
secutive years of carrying out with great enthusiasm a form of “preaching” that required great faith in 
the Pauline vocation and a good dose of courage. The FSP internal news bulletin of August 1950 pub-
lished an article highlighting the mystical dimension of the Pauline apostolate carried out by our propa-
gandists and thus also by Sr. Rita: “I hear you murmur a prayer as you go up and down staircases or 
wait for someone to answer the door. You pray so as to intuitively grasp the needs of souls and offer 
them an appropriate choice of books. You carry out the apostolate wisely–your first concern is not to 
empty your propaganda bag so as to get rid of the weight. You are seeking souls, not financial gain. You 
are seeking God, not yourself….” Day after day, Sr. Rita truly specialized in becoming holy. 
 From 1972-2004, she worked in the Siena, San Benedetto, Perugia and Verona book centers 
consecutively. In Reggio Emilia, instead, she carried out household services, keeping the community 
joyful with her wit and readiness to meet every need. When she celebrated her 60th anniversary of pro-
fession in 2006, she wrote: “I want to thank the Lord for the gift of life. From 1951-2004 I dedicated 
myself with great love to the apostolate. Blessed with a cheerful personality, I tried to tell the people of 
today that God is Love–a God who loves us. I am very happy when I look back over my past. I am se-
rene and content with what I accomplished.” 
 In 2008, Sr. Rita suffered a stroke and was transferred to the infirmary wing of our Divine Prov-
idence community, Rome, where she kept the other sisters laughing with her jokes and propaganda sto-
ries. Her bright eyes and vivacious manner clearly expressed the serenity of a life lovingly dedicated 
completely to God. 
 Only yesterday her physical condition began to deteriorate, causing her sisters some concern, 
even though she was able to enjoy a bowl of ice cream after supper. But at the crack of dawn this morn-
ing, the Lord called her to heaven to intercede, like Moses, for the many people she had always carried 
in her apostolic heart. We are sure that she is one of the “little ones” to whom our good Father has re-
vealed the secrets of his Kingdom.  

Affectionately, 
Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Vicar General  
Rome, 17 July 2013 


