
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At 8:45 this morning, local time, the Divine Master visited our James Alberione community, 

Albano, Italy, to lead one of our sisters to the place in heaven prepared for her from all eternity: 

CORBELLOTTI ROSA – SR. M. EDVIGE 

born in Carpegna (Pesaro), Italy on 19 January 1921. 

 Following in the footsteps of her younger sister, Sr. Gabriella, Sr. M. Edvige entered the Congrega-
tion in Rome on 11 November 1942 at the age of 21. Together with her beloved sister, she lived the various 
stages of formation. Her first apostolic experience took place at the height of World War II in the community 
of Cesena. Afterward, she was sent to Rome to make her novitiate, which concluded with her first profession 
on 19 March 1946. She made her final profession in Rome on the same date, 5 years later. In that period, Fr. 
Alberione repeatedly urged the young FSPs to always unite apostolate and holiness–a recommendation in 
close harmony with her own life experience. “The works of the apostolate,” the Founder said, “are insepara-
bly linked to the work of our sanctification. The two cannot be divided. A Pauline who does not love the 
apostolate, who does not carry it out zealously and enthusiastically, and who does not perform the practices 
of piety with fervor and humility, will never be holy” (FSP51, p. 217).  
 Sr. M. Edvige was known for her zeal, humility, sense of responsibility and docility to her superiors. 
Because of this, as a young professed she was assigned to work in an office of the Messina diocese–an apos-
tolate she performed with fidelity and precision for more than 20 years. 
 In 1968, she was transferred to Ancona, where she carried out a variety of community services. Af-
terward she was sent to the Lecce book center, where she remained for 23 years (1974-1997), serving the 
center’s clients with great solicitude. She once commented that these were among the happiest years of her 
life. By nature a quiet and reserved person, she loved the warm-heartedness of the people of this beautiful 
city of southern Italy and dedicated herself to ensuring that the Word of God would enter every family, 
bringing them joy, consolation and hope. She worked primarily in the religious articles sector and did her 
best to upgrade this department by choosing and displaying objects that helped to reveal the beauty of God. 
 In 1997, Sr. M. Edvige was transferred to Naples/Capodimonte, where she could receive the treat-
ment she needed for her severe diabetes. In this community, she helped to make hosts and also carried out 
other small apostolic activities. 
 In 2009, she was assigned first to the Thecla Merlo community, Albano and immediately afterward 
to the Giacomo Alberione community in the same town. Here she irradiated peace, serenity, love and tender-
ness to the sisters around her. Over the years, Sr. M. Edvige had suffered a number of brain ischemias (an 
insufficient flow of blood to the brain) but she tried to remain as self-sufficient as possible because she didn’t 
want her situation to weigh on the others. Whenever her body would not obey her commands, she would 
gently stroke her hand, saying that this was her handicap. 

 A serious form of arthrosis confined her to a wheelchair for the last years of her life but she bore this 
suffering peacefully, with a smile on her face, without asking for any special attention. In fact, up until yes-
terday she tried to remain as autonomous as possible, even managing to eat her meals without assistance. 
 It would be impossible to count the number of rosaries Sr. M. Edvige prayed, entrusting to Mary her 
loved ones and the various situations of the Church and Congregation. And God, our good Father, tenderly 
called her to himself on the vigil of the centenary of the apparitions of Fatima, while the liturgy of the day 
invited us to contemplate the words of the Master: “Do not let your hearts be troubled…. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places.” We are sure that Sr. M. Edvige is now in one of those dwelling plac-
es, from which she contemplates Jesus Master, the sole Way to the Father.  

With deep affection, 
 

 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

Rome, 12 May 2017     Superior General 


