
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dearest Sisters, 
 At 12:40 p.m. today, the Lord paid a surprise visit to the infirmary wing of our Divine Provi-
dence community of Via Antonino Pio, Rome, Italy to call to heaven our sister: 

CECCHINATO M. ASSUNTA – SR. M. EUGENIA 
born in Padua, Italy on 18 August 1920. 

 Sr. M. Eugenia entered the Congregation in the community of Rovigo on 17 Oct. 1939. After a 
short period of formation in Alba, she was sent to Ancona to diffuse the Word of God to the families of 
that diocese. She made her novitiate in Rome, concluding it with her first profession on 19 March 1943. 
As a young professed during the difficult years of World War II, she carried out the apostolate of capil-
lary diffusion in Rome, fired by the words of the Founder: “War is a time when the world needs Jesus 
Christ more than ever.” 
 Immediately after her perpetual profession 1948, Sr. M. Eugenia was sent to Trieste, where she 
spent the next two years working in our newly-opened St. Paul Film Agency, which was taking its first 
steps in distributing films to schools and parishes. Her tall stature, regal bearing and serious, quiet de-
meanor made her an unmistakable figure. Later, in Bologna, Ancona and Trent, she resumed the diffu-
sion apostolate. In 1960, Sr. M. Eugenia was transferred to Rome to serve as a driver in the Generalate 
community, which at that time was located in Via Antonino Pio. She also helped to carry out the service 
of hospitality toward visiting sisters and guests to this large community. The sisters who lived with Sr. 
M. Eugenia remember above all her fidelity to prayer. She would get up very early each morning and 
participate with great recollection in the first Mass of the day celebrated in the Queen of Apostles Sanc-
tuary. She was deeply devoted to Mary, Queen of Apostles, whose maternal presence helped her get 
through the difficult periods of her life. We are sure that Sr. M. Eugenia often repeated the words Fr. 
Alberione addressed to the Blessed Mother in that period: “You hold the keys to the treasure of God. 
Open the door to these treasures and pour them out upon us, upon the Congregation and upon the whole 
Pauline Family.” She wanted the Generalate community to remain in the shadow of the Queen of Apos-
tles Sanctuary because, as she wrote, paraphrasing the Founder: “From here–the ‘city’ of our Queen–the 
Pauline Family irradiates light to all its sons and daughters.” 
 From 1978 on, except for brief periods of service as a driver in the communities of Alba, Cicog-
na and Cremona, Sr. M. Eugenia dedicated herself to the care of our sick and elderly sisters. In the An-
tonino Pio, Generalate, Provincialate and Galloro communities successively, she remained at the bed-
side of dozens of sisters preparing to meet the Father, assisting one after the other with great devotion 
and personalized care up to the end of their lives. She realized how precious this mission was and car-
ried it out generously and lovingly, spending hours, days and weeks on end at the bedside of critically-ill 
sisters, helping them offer their sufferings to the Lord through Mary. 
 In 2003, Sr. M. Eugenia’s own health began to decline and she was transferred to the infirmary 
wing of the Divine Providence community in Via Antonino Pio, Rome. Her amiable and witty personal-
ity and her gratitude to God and the sisters for everything helped to make this wing of the house a very 
cheerful place. The sisters who live there gather together every day to recite the rosary and we are sure 
that today the Queen of Apostles herself came to lead Sr. M. Eugenia into the presence of the Lord and 
Master of her life–a meeting she had been awaiting for some time and for which she had prepared with 
great love, in imitation of St. Mary Magdalene and the spouse in the Song of Songs, presented to us in 
today’s Liturgy. 
 Affectionately, 
 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Rome, 22 July 2010      Vicar General 


