
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At a little after 6:30 this evening, God the Father visited the infirmary of our Divine Providence 
community, Rome, Italy to call to himself our sister: 

CAPRILLI SR. GIOVANNA ANGIOLINA 
born in Loro Ciuffenna (Arezzo), Italy on 9 August 1946. 

 Sr. Giovanna entered the Congregation in the community of Rome on 24 January 1964, follow-
ing in the footsteps of her cousin, Sr. Maria Pia. She made her postulancy and novitiate in Rome, con-
cluding this stage of her formation with her first profession on 30 June 1968. She certainly never imaged 
that the Queen of Apostles, in whose Sanctuary she made her first and final vows, would one day call 
her to share very intimately in the passion of her Son Jesus. 
 As a young professed, Sr. Giovanna worked in our typography in Rome. In 1970, she was sent 
to Palermo with a group of other juniors for a time of apostolic experience and formation. Afterward, 
she was assigned to the St. Paul Film Agencies of Salerno and Naples. 
 After her perpetual profession, she experienced the joys and fatigues of collective diffusion in 
Genoa and then was assigned to the Thecla Merlo community, Albano where she had the chance to ex-
press the wealth of her warm and helpful personality by assisting sisters in need of special attention and 
care. In this regard, she wrote: “I personally think that those who carry out the service of caregiving 
should do so with great love and common sense. They should be very attentive to the needs of the sick 
and completely available to these persons, while at the same time encouraging them to be as self-
sufficient as possible. We mustn’t be afraid to show our sisters that we love them.” Sr. Giovanna lived 
her beliefs day after day in a thousand small ways, to the point of taking home with her on vacation an 
ailing sister in need of rest and recuperation. 
 The ten years Sr. Giovanna spent caring for the sick and elderly members of our Thecla Merlo 
community were a “school of life” for her. After a time of spiritual renewal, she was assigned to the Di-
vine Providence community of Rome in 1994 and after that to the communities of Naples and Livorno. 
It was while she was in Livorno that the Lord called her to a long “time out” in her Pauline journey. 
From 1999-2009, it was necessary for her to take a leave of absence from the Congregation to care for 
her sick and aging mother. With great love, Sr. Giovanna embraced this situation which was, for her, a 
time of suffering as she searched unsuccessfully for alternative means of providing her mother with the 
care she needed. She was deeply grateful to the Congregation for giving her this time with her mother 
and to the many sisters who accompanied her with their prayers and ongoing contact during this period. 
 In 2009, Sr. Giovanna rejoined her community in Rome but at this point her own health was se-
riously debilitated. A grave form of systematic and progressive sclerosis was slowly hardening the ma-
jor organs of her body: lungs, heart, kidneys, esophagus and stomach. The situation worsened when she 
broke her leg and was unable to undergo the physical therapy needed to recuperate some bodily move-
ment. Sr. Giovanna spent the last three years of her life patiently accepting her sufferings and the fact 
that she was growing weaker every day due to her degenerative illness. But in spite of the great physical 
disadvantages involved, she was always a warm and serene presence in the infirmary, lightening the at-
mosphere of suffering and making her companions smile with her wit, humor and positive outlook on 
life. 
 This evening, the Lord called our sister to sing a new song with him eternally–the Canticle of 
the Lamb, proclaiming the holiness of God and his great and wonderful deeds. The words that set the 
tone of this liturgical period were fully realized in Sr. Giovanna, who was faithful to God up to the very 
end of her life and we are sure that he has now rewarded her with the crown of life. 
 Affectionately, 
 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Rome, 28 November 2012     Vicar General 


