
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Dearest Sisters, 
 At 5:00 a.m. today, the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, our good and merciful Father 
visited the James Alberione community, Albano, Italy, to call to himself our sister: 

BOCCELLA SR. ADELINA 
born in Montemarano (Avellino), Italy on 12 April 1935. 

 Sr. Adelina entered the Congregation in the community of Rome on 15 January 1951. She 
underwent her initial formation there, alternating her studies with work in the technical apostolate. 
Following her profession on 19 March 1955, she was sent to Chiavari, where she spent her Jun-
iorate working in the book center. As a perpetual professed sister, she continued to lovingly serve 
the people and carry out the Pauline mission in the book centers of Sassari, Caltanissetta, Potenza 
and Messina. In 1973, she was appointed superior of the Benevento community, after which she 
serenely and competently resumed the book center apostolate, this time in the communities of Na-
ples/Capodimonte, Viterbo, Ariccia-Galloro, Salerno, Naples/Duomo, Livorno, Cosenza, Palermo, 
and then Naples once again. 
 Wherever she went, Sr. Adelina was deeply appreciated by the sisters for her goodness, do-
cility, kindness, spirit of sacrifice and commitment to carrying out in the best way possible the du-
ties entrusted to her, especially in the audiovisual sector of the book centers. A person of profound 
prayer, she was gifted with a great ability to collaborate with others and was always ready to help 
meet the various needs of community life. She loved to study and joyfully welcomed the chance to 
deepen her formation through participation in a year of spiritual renewal held in Alba in 1980. 
While stationed in Naples in 1990-1992, she also had the chance to continue her theological studies, 
at the end of which she received a diploma in religious science. 
 When Sr. Adelina celebrated her 50th anniversary of religious profession, she wholehearted-
ly welcomed the chance to make a pilgrimage to Fatima and thanked the Lord over and over again 
for that beautiful experience. She wrote: “Mary’s presence was so strong I could almost ‘touch’ it. 
At her feet, I begged her over and over again to send vocations to the Pauline Family.” 
 In 2008, Sr. Adelina began to show the first signs of two degenerative illnesses that had be-
gun to undermine her health. Diagnosed as suffering from both Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s dis-
eases, she was transferred to the Divine Master community (Via Antonino Pio, Rome) where she 
was able to receive the care she needed. While there, she devoted herself to small services in the 
technical apostolate to the extent possible to her. But in 2011, her deteriorating condition made it 
necessary to transfer her to the James Alberione community, Albano. 
 Sr. Adelina lived the last stage of her life serenely, surrendered to the Lord, recollected in 
prayer and docile to her caregivers. She welcomed the visits of the sisters and basked in the warmth 
of their presence. 
 Early this morning, the Lord called her to himself following a respiratory crisis provoked by 
chronic bronchitis, aggravated by her other illnesses. 
 It is wonderful to think that, in harmony with today’s Liturgy, Sr. Adelina went to meet her 
Spouse singing “a song of love for his vineyard”–a song celebrating the mysterious work of her 
Lord and Master, who, through the long years of her consecrated life, had formed her, purified her, 
helped her grow and made her fruitful, preparing her to be his own for all eternity. 
 Affectionately, 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 
Superior General  

Rome, 5 October 2014 


