
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dearest Sisters, 

 At about 9:00 this morning, the Divine Master visited the San Raffaele wing of our Albano, Italy 

community to call “to the other shore” our sister: 

BERARDI SR. LUCIA IMELDA 

born in Leno (Brescia), Italy on 5 December 1927. 

 Sr. Lucia entered the Congregation in Alba on 29 June 1952 at the age of 25. From the very be-
ginning, she stood out for her maturity, industriousness, sense of responsibility and wholehearted com-
mitment to cultivating her spiritual life. Her superiors were also impressed by her common sense, good 
character and good will. 
 In 1954, Lucia was sent to Rome to make her novitiate, concluding this stage of her formation 
with her first profession on 19 March 1955. As a young professed, she carried out the propaganda apos-
tolate in the diocese of Ancona and after making her perpetual profession in Rome in 1960 she resumed 
the diffusion apostolate, this time in the Lombardy region as a member of our Milan community. 
 Sr. Lucia carried out the service of superior for two mandates in the communities of Avellino 
and Agrigento. In 1960, she was assigned to the St. Paul Film Agency–an apostolate she carried out 
with faith and great zeal for more than 20 years in our Trent, Trieste, Udine and Brescia Agencies. She 
worked with great wisdom and love in this sector, dedicating necessary time to formation so as to better 

understand the language of the cinema and use it as an instrument of evangelization. Along with other 
FSPs, she had the grace to participate for two consecutive years in a cinema course that honed her skills 
and increased her competence in the use of this medium. In the 1970’s, she and the other members of 
the Trent Film Agency set up a public bulletin board to offer people moral, religious and aesthetic guid-
ance on films–an initiative that was later initiated in other Italian dioceses. 
 In 1992, when the FSPs were beginning to close their Film Agencies, Sr. Lucia was transferred 
to the book center apostolate, which she carried out in Udine, Brescia and Massa. From these centers, 
she continued to irradiate goodness and hospitality, peace and serenity. In the community, she was al-
ways ready to meet any need with a generous spirit of self-donation, witnessing to Pauline values in an 
authentic way. 
 In 2006, Sr. Lucia’s precarious health made it necessary to transfer her to the Thecla Merlo 
community, Albano, where she dedicated herself to various services, especially in the sewing room. In 
2009, she spent a short time in the Motherhouse of Alba but soon returned to the Thecla Merlo commu-
nity, which she deeply loved and where she continued to carry out many small services, including that 
of sweeping the garden paths to make the grounds around the house beautiful and welcoming. 
 About 2 months ago, Sr. Lucia broke her leg and needed surgery. On the way to the operating 
room for this routine procedure, she suffered a heart attack, causing her doctor to cancel the operation. 
She spent the last period of her life in the San Raffaele community, Albano, where she was able to re-
ceive the assistance she required. Sr. Lucia’s caregivers all say that she witnessed to great goodness, 
never complaining or asking for special treatment. Indeed, she was always extremely grateful for every-
thing done for her. In the last days of her life, her conversations with the Lord intensified and we are 
sure that she went to meet her Spouse eagerly, since she had been longing for this meeting to the point 
of impatience. 
 We want to thank this dear sister for her simplicity and humility, for her love for the Pauline 
mission and her efforts to live it in the communities to which she was assigned. We also thank her for 
her witness to the joy of communicating to everyone the good news of the Gospel and the beauty of the 
Pauline charism in the ordinary situations of daily life. 
 Affectionately, 
 

Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan 

       Superior General  

Rome, 16 September 2016 


